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Welcome to this edition of the Cottonian which records two 

extremely unusual years for BCS as we learned how to cope with 

the effects of the global pandemic.  The world of course didn’t 

stop, but it felt like it at times.  However, as you will read, BCS 

continued to stand ‘foursquare’ against the challenges it faced. 

The Class of 2020 scored our highest recorded Board results at 

ICSE and ISC (both averaging 90%), boys continued to pursue co-

curricular interests in sport, music, drama and debating, and in 

the ‘Shimla Seven’ we articulated the qualities that we want 

every Cottonian to develop to ensure that they become well-

rounded and altruistic young men.

Meanwhile, our overhaul of the school infrastructure has 

continued at pace.  The sports’ surfaces are being upgraded, 

central heating installed in the Senior School and every 

classroom now has an interactive 

whiteboard.  This latter development 

re�lects the fundamental rethink in the 

use of technology in learning in Indian 

schools and our senior pupils are now 

positively encouraged to use laptops. We 

t herefore  a p p roa ch  2022 fu l l  o f 

optimism – this magazine shows the 

achievements of lockdown – just think 

what we can do as society opens up.

Director's Welcome:
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We are delighted to welcome 'home' our new 

Headmaster, Mr Mathew P John and his wife Mrs 

Anuradha John. A Cottonian himself (but from the 'other 

place' in Bangalore), Mr John taught at BCS, Shimla from 

1994 to 2000 and was instrumental in setting up the 

Slater Debates. Since then he has enjoyed a successful 

career in school leadership raising standards in a number 

of prestigious schools across India. His main task at BCS 

will be to raise our academic pro�ile to new heights and he 

has already reinstituted the tutorial system for this 

purpose. Mr John is very much looking forward to the 

return of the pupils and for the journey to continue.

'When I �irst stepped onto the First Flat at Bishop Cotton 

School, Shimla it was late spring or early summer of 1994. 

I remember feeling as if I had come home, though I had 

never been in Shimla before, let alone, BCS. In 1998, it was 

in June that I brought Anu back to BCS, and we were 

greeted by Upper Sixth boys outside our locked quarters. 

With a typical Cottonian welcome, they put whatever they 

were doing on hold, to get us our keys and to help with our 

considerable luggage! This time was different. Long 

before we arrived in School, old boys as well as old 

colleagues were calling and messaging to congratulate 

and welcome us back. However, it was on Sunday, the �ifth 

of July that we were �inally let out of our quarantine and 

walked onto the 

First Flat for the 

�irst time after 

t w e n t y  y e a r s , 

drinking in the 

clear air of the 

hills and the old 

familiar view of 

Tara's Gap. We 

w e r e  h o m e 

again!' 

Director Simon Weale Welcomes Back the 
Johns to BCS after Twenty Years
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Most of us who have lived through the last two years will 
remember the 'Covid Years' as a time when the world 
went into 'stasis' of a sort. Perhaps the worst affected was 
education. Schools and colleges tried frantically to shift to 
online resources, sometimes exposing the fearfully 
unprepared teaching fraternity, and sometimes the 
fragility of our communication network.

What we learnt from it, however, was that there is no 
substitute for direct contact between the taught and the 
teacher. In a Boarding School, particularly one like Bishop 
Cotton School, which places great emphasis on the bond 
between the students and staff, the lack of personal 
contact was felt deeply, and when the time came to return 
to School, the boys came back with joy etched over their 
faces, most of them. A few of the lucky ones got to spend 
almost the whole of 2021 in School, and will treasure 
memories of unscheduled outings, hikes and picnics, of 
barbecue dinners and bon�ires behind the Lodge, 
complete with ghost stories.

Compared to many other boarding schools, BCS managed 
to stay open throughout the year and there were never 
less than sixty odd boys in School. The support from 
parents, was overwhelmingly positive, and we took 
advantage of the situation to plan and reconvene the Staff 
Club and the Cotton Society, while restoring the original 
ideals of the Spartan Club.

2022 promises to be a year full of �irsts and anniversaries, 
a cricket tour to the UK is planned, as well as the return of 
House Nights. Slater-25 and the Centenary celebrations of 
Sanawar – BCS Cricket. Lets all hope that our plans come to 
fruition and that coming years just get better and better! 
Here's wishing all of you the very best!

Mathew P John
Headmaster

The Headmaster's Letter

The	Cotton	Society
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Bishop Cotton School,  Shimla welcomed the 
Ambassador of the United States - Kenneth L Juster on 
Friday 6th November 2020.  The US Ambassador took 
time to visit the school in Shimla and have a tour of the 
campus as the world waits for the results of the US 
Election polls.

Mr Juster received BCS gifts of books on the history of 
the school, including Ruskin Bond's book 'Coming 
Round the Mountain' which has a picture of BCS on the 
front cover. He also gave the Director a glass 
paperweight as a gift from the Embassy.

MrJuster said; 'It is a great treat to visit Bishop Cotton 
School and experience the impressive history of this 
institution.'

Director Simon Weale said 'We are privileged that the 
US Ambassador wanted to visit Bishop Cotton School at 
such a key moment in American Politics. He is a keen 
historian with an appreciation of Shimla's heritage and 
felt that he must visit the BCS campus as part of his brief 
stay here.'

The event was set up by Old Cottonian – Kanav Monga, 
an eminent Delhi businessman. 

Bishop	 Cotton	 School,	 Shimla	 welcomed	 the	 Ambassador	 of	 the	

United	States	-	Kenneth	L	Juster	on	Friday	6th	November	2020.	Seen	

here	is	the	Ambassador	signing	the	School	visitor's	book.

The	Ambassador	of	the	United	States	-	Kenneth	L	Juster	on	Friday	

6th	 November	 2020,	 infront	 of	 the	 Director's	 Lodge	 with	 the	

Director,	Headmaster	and	 the	Burser	and	other	members	 of	 the	

BCS,	Shimla	family.

The	Director	Mr	Weale	receiving	the	US	Ambassador	on	the	1st	Flat

US Ambassador visits 
Bishop Cotton School
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The Most Rt. Revd. Dr. P.K. Samantaroy 
(Ex – Of�icio)  

Mr. D.C. Anand 

Mr. Aditya Negi, IAS 
(Ex – Of�icio) 

Mrs. Rita Wilson 
 
Mr. A.K. Mehra 

Mr. Parwez Samuel Kaul 
(Ex – Of�icio) 

BOARD OF GOVERNORSBOARD OF GOVERNORS
Dr. Amrita Dass

Dr. Hepesh Shepherd 

Mr. Allan Niblett
 
Justice (Retd.) S. S. Saron
(Ex – Of�icio) 
 
Dr. Sudhir Joseph
    
Mr. Jaideep Barot

Mr.  Simon David Weale
(Ex – Of�icio) 
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As we started reopening our school, the safety of children 

was to be balanced with their learning needs. It must be 

noted that BCS can be extremely demanding even in usual 

circumstances. Under the current circumstances, we 

were ensuring not only the physical but also emotional 

health of children at every level.

A safety policy was developed by Bishop Cotton School, 

Shimla. This policy outlined the mandatory screening 

protocols for entry into the school and producing 

negative report of RT-PCR test. Mandatory daily 

screening of staff and students, mandatory physical 

distancing, mandatory protocols for meal safety, 

mandatory sanitization protocols for classrooms and 

dormitories, and so on were followed.  Based on this 

policy, we were in constant touch with the Government 

Health Department and were strictly following safety 

protocols and guidelines for school e.g. use of hand 

sanitizer dispensers, physical distancing in dormitories, 

classrooms and dining hall; use of masks/face visors; 

non-contact sports; spraying of toilet walls and door 

handles with soap water disinfectant; wiping down taps 

and washbasins with soap water,  disinfectant; 

sanitization of school premises etc.  

Based on the protocols and guidelines, the Director, 

Mr. Simon Weale, developed Standard Operating 

Procedures; each person in the school, including 

students, took responsibility for adherence to these SOPs.  

In case any person associated with the school displays 

any symptoms of COVID-19 infection, he was supposed to 

take steps to isolate himself from other individuals.  A 

clearly demarcated and prepared space was kept in 

readiness for isolating the individual, with due care of 

their comfort and the safety of the care-givers. This space 

was maintained on a daily basis. Similarly, a space for 

quarantining suspect or recovering cases was identi�ied 

and prepared. Preferably, we had an in�irmary, guest 

rooms, Music Hall Dormitory and The Shankar Hall 

Dormitory and The Lodge. The use of mask was made 

compulsory for all in the school campus. It is not practical 

to mandate the use of masks for the entire day, 

particularly while running and playing. The use of visors 

was made compulsory for the Security and Catering 

Department. The daily routine for students, teachers, 

Reopening of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 

 during the COVID-19 Pandemic
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wardens and other staff was reworked in detail to factor 

in safety protocols.

The students were asked to return to school in staggered 
th stmanner. We had Upper Sixth returning on 20 and 21 of 

February 2021 and were staying in a class 'bubble.' This 

allowed adhering to the 'new' routine to become habitual 

with a smaller set of students. To illustrate, students from 

classes 9 and 10 were asked  to return over a period of 

two weeks  and were staying, eating and playing  in class 

'bubbles.' The students were asked to report over 

Saturday and Sunday of  the week. Thereafter the 

students from classes 5 to 8 returned in a staggered 

manner over a month. A separate class 'bubble' were 

made, to ensure the safety and well-being of the pupils.

Mandatory screening protocols were followed for 

students, teachers, cooks, helpers, wardens, security 

staff, cleaning staff, and anyone else who is connected 

with the school in any way including any vendors who 

deliver milk, bread, fruits, vegetables etc. directly to the 

school.  This screening protocol was developed in detail 

by the school authority, and was carried out by the estate 

department and medical professionals. There was no 

compromise on these protocols – a sense of urgency was 

maintained at all times. 

A mandatory RT-PCR test was conducted for all the staff 

members in the school with the help of Chief Medical 

Of�icer of Shimla District. From time-to-time random 

testing of the teaching staff, administrative staff and 

ministerial staff were conducted. 99.9% of our staff 

members were inoculated.    

Contact of students, teachers and other staff with 

outsiders was totally banned. No visitors were allowed, 

with the exception of prospective parents on pre-

arranged days; parents' visits were prescheduled and 

restricted.  A parent lounge was assigned for visitors.  Any 

person from outside the school was to be treated with due 

caution, and enhanced safety precautions implemented.

As many teachers remain on campus; teachers coming in 

from outside the school had to undergo daily screening 

and adhere strictly to safety protocols.  

All members of the school were educated about COVID-19 

and made aware of safety protocols. The posters were 

placed around the school as visual reminders of safety 

protocols. 

Mandatory safety protocols, physical distancing and 

separation from families may create anxiety and fear 

among students. It was felt by the school management to 

assuage the fears of students and help them take a 

pragmatic approach to the situation. Entertaining �ilms, 

non-contact sports, reading, sur�ing internet, music etc. 

were built into the daily roster to keep the spirits of 

students, teachers and other staff high. 

Praveen Dharma

Admin Of�icer

Housemaster: Rivaz
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At Bishop Cotton School, May 2021 we have just given 

most of our pupils two months of precious schooling in a 

relatively normal environment using the 'bubble' system.  

As national medical services threaten to be overwhelmed 

we have had to scale back our operation for the time 

being, but as soon as we are able the 'bubbles' will re-

open.

Crucially we are a residential school so we have a much 

reduced footfall into our campus.  In preparing to re-open 

we asked our day boarders (mainly the children of staff) 

to move into the dormitories thus reducing one risk. The 

next action was to insist that all pupils returning to school 

had a negative PCR test taken within a certain time frame 

(72 hours).  Again, this did not eliminate risk, but it did 

reduce it.

In January 2021, as we read the SOPs for the re-opening of 

schools, we emphasized the need to ensure transparent 

communications with parents about the challenges we 

were facing.  Increasingly it became clear that whilst we 

would try everything that we could to reduce the risk of 

children being exposed to coronavirus, we could not 

eliminate it.   During our screening process we did �ind 

that three students had tested positive.  Their contacts 

were traced and isolated, and we were able to support the 

boys back to full health. We kept everyone informed of 

this and most parents supported our efforts because they 

were concerned about the effect of the last year on their 

children.

Having welcomed back most of our pupils we noticed a 

high proportion of students with a BMI (Body Mass 

Index) that would be regarded as either overweight or 

obese, and that it took some time for them to re-learn the 

basic social skills of getting on with their peers after a 

year of interacting virtually.  We wait to really establish 

how much genuine online learning has taken place in the 

last year amongst our children.  Our parents weighed 

these concerns against the data which suggests that 

children of school age are the least likely group to develop 

a life-threatening case of covid-19 together with our 

systems for supporting any ill child, and they sent them 

back to us.

We staggered the return of different classes and limited 

their return to set dates on a weekend so that each class 

could quarantine together.  Pupil drop off was strictly 

controlled and families said goodbye to their wards from 

their cars.  The boys received a medical examination and 

The Bio-Bubble Method to Combat Covid at the 
Bishop Cotton School
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their luggage was sanitized before the boys went straight 

to their dormitories to join their batch mates.

Thereafter the planning was straightforward and based 

around the 'bubble system' a term developed in UK 

boarding schools in the last year.  The 'bubble' is a core 

group of pupils (usually the same class) who live in a self-

contained group that sleeps, eats, and studies together, 

and doesn't mix with any other group. Everyone in the 

group has a daily medical check-up with one of the 

in�irmary staff. Inevitably they must have interaction 

with others from outside the 'bubble', but this is done 

using normal covid protocols including mask wearing 

and social distancing. In the worst-case scenario, where a 

child becomes covid positive, the 'bubble' can be isolated 

and appropriate steps taken to treat the unwell and 

quarantine the others without the rest of the school 

necessarily stopping.

In a residential school, there are four main groups of 

adults that the children can expect to come in contact 

with: Teachers, In�irmary Staff, Caterers and Hostel 

Wardens/Matrons.  All other staff were told to keep their 

distance.  Through careful management, there should be 

no reason why the children should come in contact with 

any adults who aren't observing all covid protocols.

Our biggest challenge in this respect, is that not all of our 

staff live within the campus. This set a major challenge of 

how to prevent them bringing the virus into the campus 

with them. In the future, we might simply stop them all 

from coming in, but with those who did come in we 

stressed the importance of their covid responsibilities 

and conducted basic checks such as temperature and 

oxygen checks.  We also tried to promote a culture of 

openness so staff would not come to work if they felt they 

might be infected and they would also take similar 

precautionary steps if one of their household fell ill.   The 

most proactive step has been to insist that all eligible staff 

were vaccinated and the response at all levels was 

excellent with over 75% now jabbed.  Clearly there are 

medical reasons that prevent a few from taking the jab, 

but now that everyone over 18 can register then we will 

insist on a date after which all adults on site will need to 

have been vaccinated.

The missing element at the moment is the ability to test 

regularly.  We have received excellent support from our 

local Chief Medical Of�icer, and initially it was 

straightforward for us to access testing, but the health 

services are now under huge pressure with the growth in 

cases. In countries that have made more progress with re-

opening their schools, weekly or even daily testing are the 

norm. Staff and pupil vaccination (hopefully by 

September in some countries) will be essential.  Frequent 

testing is achieved using lateral �low kits (rapid 

diagnostic testing) – we will try to obtain these when we 

next have a chance of opening.

Simon D Weale 

Director

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla

The	boys	enjoying	the	sun	on	the	�irst	�lat,	while	reading	or	
just	browsing	through	the	pages	of	their	books.	

-18-



Online study has become the one and only source of 

imparting education in the wake of COVID-19 lockdown. It 

provided an opportunity for the educational institutes to 

keep a child updated and reorganised the entire 

curriculum. Many interesting ways and ideas were 

generated to make these online sessions fun and 

informative. Like every coin has two sides the era of Online 

Education made us aware of the pros and cons of the 

virtual study scheme. 

The online method of study has several advantages. It is 

very convenient as both teachers and the students can 

interact from the convenience of your respective homes. 

The queries of the children can be answered as in the 

classroom. The online study method has played a vital part 

in case of a natural calamity of emergency. For the entire 

year almost all the schools throughout the country are 

running online classes, for the safety of students and 

teachers. 

On the other hand, the online method of the study also 

presents certain disadvantages. When you imagine a 

traditional classroom, lively group discussion, and 

students raising their hands to ask the instructor 

questions likely comes to mind. Admittedly, these 

moments do not arise as naturally in online learning. For 

some individuals, these face-to-face interactions are a 

must to bring the material to life. It lacks the enthusiastic 

environment of a classroom. One major disadvantage that 

the online classes pose is the overexposure to gadgets 

which can lead to health hazards like headache, weak 

eyesight and lack of concentration, etc. Apparently, online 

learning means studying in isolation and without a set 

schedule and proper study timings and it demands strong 

self-motivation and self-discipline to be a good learner. 

This type of learning is totally not suitable for students 

who need regular and instant feedbacks from instructors. 

Online teaching completely relies on technology and 

broadband connectivity which makes it very dif�icult for 

the students living in interiors to get access to these kinds 

of classes. 

Despite of certain disadvantages, the online study method 

has proved to be bene�icial in certain speci�ic conditions. 

Like a bicycle requires both its wheels to work 

successfully and properly, Online Education is an 

important wheel, which if incorporated along with 

classroom teaching and regular curriculum can bring 

effective results and make modern-day education truly 

coeval and whole. 

Kiran Thakur

Junior School Coordinator

Virtual Year - Pandemic, 2020

The Experience of Online Teaching
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Bishop Cotton School, Shimla (BCS), the most well-known 
school in Himachal Pradesh, celebrated Speech Day on 

thMonday 25  October 2021, bringing together the 
residential school community for an evening in the iconic 
Irwin Hall.  The event recognized the achievements of the 
students over the past two 'covid affected' years.  Despite 
the many challenges, a large number of students have 
remained in school throughout the whole year abiding by 
the 'SOPs' of the HP government, with lessons being 
online between May and August.

Proceedings following the arrival of chief guest, Old 
Cottonian, Justice Tarlok Chauhan and his wife.  The 
guests were escorted to the ceremony by School Captain, 
Mayank Barala and his prefectorial team carrying the 
school �lags. 

BCS is one of the oldest residential schools in Asia 
(founded 1859) and has played a big part in shaping the 
development of public schools and education in India as 
well as producing a host of well-known and successful 
alumni including Virbadhra Singh and Ruskin Bond.  

In his report, BCS Director, Simon Weale, celebrated the 
achievements of the last year and announced exciting 
plans for Class XI work experience and mentorship to 
allow current students to get a proper understanding of 
mainstream careers amongst the world wide Cottonian 
network.  This will complement the coaching for 
competitive examinations BCS students can already 
access.

Justice Chauhan, a former School Captain, of BCS, 
articulated the many advantages he had received from his 
education at the school and explained how the school had 
taught himself-reliance and resilience to cope with the 
challenges of being one of the pre-eminent law of�icers in 
India.

162ⁿ� Speech Day Celebrated  
at Bishop Cotton School - 2021
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We started the school year with some pupils in school 
although ultimately we were not able to conduct physical 
Board exams. By degree we welcomed back Classes V-XII 
and through the use of our 'bubble system', most of the 
boys of BCS were able to enjoy almost three months of the 
type of schooling that was denied most pupils throughout 
the country.  The dorms became a community again; 
lessons happened in classrooms, cricket was played on 
the games �ields.

We did have a few cases of covid, courtesy of the outgoing 
Class Xs, but these were dealt with quickly and ef�iciently 
by the medical team and all the cases were managed in 
school. Our staff bought into the vaccination process and 
we became one of the �irst institutions in Himachal where 
all staff who were medically �it for their jabs took them. 
The onslaught of the second wave in April and May had a 
devastating impact on thousands of families across India 
and we were forced to go online again until August – 
although the hostels never closed and we always had a 
good number of boys in school. 

From August, we were once again able to teach Class VIII-
XII in the classroom and we ended the year with boys from 
every class in school taking of�line exams. The Board 
results of 2021 were probably the best on record although 
this must be taken in the context of the special assessment 
arrangements for the pandemic. The average score in 
both Class X and in Class XII was 89%.  The current 
batches are a match for any batch from the past. Our 
topper at Class X was Naunidha Sawhney and in Class XII 
was Aftaab Sidhu. 

Our outgoing Class XII boys (the batch of 2020) have 
travelled on to universities across India and the world 
where their experience in boarding will no doubt hold 
them in good stead.  Aaftab and Tanmay Khandelwel are 
both now studying Law at Durham University, one of the 
top �ive universities in the UK. As an outsider getting to 
know the Indian system, I can tell you that the academic 
quality of the best boys at BCS rank with anyone in the 
world.

Hopefully we will look back on the Years 2020 and 2021 
and conclude that too much of our lives were spent online.  
Certainly, this had to be the case with two great features of 
BCS life – debating and participation in the Model United 
Nations – although we still put out various teams in 
various competitions.  Fortunately, the inter-house 
debates were held at school and we were able to enjoy 
once again the cut and thrust and the sometimes nerve-
wracking nature of debating. In 2022, we should �inally be 

thable to celebrate the 25  birthday of the Slater debates.

We also haven't been able to play inter school sport, but 
many of the house matches have highlighted the sporting 
talent within school. Next year we will be able to open up 
again.  Highlights should include the delayed centenary 
match against our friends and rivals at Sanawar and we 
are hopeful of an international cricket tour next June.

In the last year we introduced the seven qualities that we 
want each of our students to develop. The Shimla Seven – 
we want all Cottonians to be principled, motivated, 
re�lective, curious, creative, resilient and connected

This year has been the year of resilience.  Highlighted in 
different ways by those boys who have spent the whole 
year in the hostels, without seeing their parents, to those 
who have slogged away at home on their computers. 

One of the delights of being back on the campus has been 
to hear the choir singing and the band practicing.  Our art 
workshop arranged by OC Manav Singh was an 
outstanding event – let's hope that normality lights up the 
�ires of creativity and even within the limitations of the 
year we also managed to complete two treks into the 
fresh air and heartlands of the magni�icent state of 
Himachal Pradesh. 

The concept of being connected is especially important at 
the moment. The threat of covid essentially forced us all 
back into the most basic of units – our family and the 
internet has provided a lifeline from that with the rest of 
the world. This is not normal.  Human beings are social 
animals and very few people prosper in isolation. We can 
now look forward to reconnecting physically with the rest 
of the world.  If the covid crisis is not dealt with in other 
countries and new variants develop we can't move on.  If 
we don't deal with climate change then we will quickly 
face many challenges that are much more serious and 
devastating than covid.  These are international 
problems with international solutions.

The BCS community is also interconnected – to thrive, the 
pupils, staff, parents, and alumni must support each 

The Director's Speech
on Speech Day 2021 
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other.  We are not an island – we must recognize our role 
in Shimla, in Himachal Pradesh and within the modern 
India

Our school has been rocked this year because of the death 
of pillars of our community.  Former Head of the Junior 
School, Mrs Musta�i, teachers Mr Rajneesh Chauhan and 
Mr Aseem Kukreti, admin staff Mr S Negi, Mr Dilawar from 
the ministerial staff and many loved old Cottonians 
including perhaps the most respected of them all 
Virbadhra Singh – Raja Sahib.  We remember them all in 
our hearts.

I like to imagine that when one of our community dies part 
of their spirit �inds its way into one of the many hundreds, 
if not thousands of trees that protect our campus and 
community.  Our evergreen natural cathedral. These trees 
protect us on many levels – from the hustle and bustle and 
noise of the town centre and more literally as a life-giving 
producer of oxygen.  They protect our boys from the 
realities of the real world until they are ready to face them.

Outside the forest there are thousands of living successful 
old Cottonians in every corner of the world who are only 
too willing to help and guide our students and in the 
coming year we will be developing mentorship 
programmes that will allow Class XIs to gain a real edge in 
the world of work.  Just as we have given them the chance 
to undertake coaching for competitive entrance exams.   
These will be serious work experience opportunities that 
will allow our students to understand what careers really 
involve and show any prospective employer why they 
should be considered above others.

One of those Old Cottonians, Justice Tarlok Singh Chauhan 
of the HP High Court kindly agreed to be our guest at 
Speech Day and he was able to explain how the roots of his 
impressive career grew strong during his time at BCS 
where he coped with failure and success in equal 
measure.  I would like to thank him for his words and his 
time at such an important event. 

My gratitude also goes to the Governing Body who have 
been meeting more regularly than ever during the 
pandemic (by Zoom) to ensure the school remains in good 
shape. The BCS staff, both teaching and non-teaching, 
have been exceptional in getting behind the school at this 
dif�icult time.  Our primary care givers – the medical and 
residential staff have been particularly impressive who 
have worked just as hard during the last year. 

I would also like to thank those staff who this year has 
retired after long and distinguished service for the school.  
They include the irreplaceable Mr Chaurasia from the 
Hindi department, Mr Bhatt – Head of Maths, our Estates 
Supervisor Mr Mathew Jacob, who retired after over 30 
years of managing the many problems associated with a 
35 acre site in the mountains, with a captive group of boys 
capable of breaking anything, and to our Quarter Master 
team of Mr Sohan Singh and Mr Sagar Jaswal.  Several 
ministerial staff have also retired including Prem Thapa 
and Shri Kamal. We wish them every success and 
happiness in the next stage of their lives.

Finally, a thank you to our parent body who have stayed 
loyal to the school through these unpredictable times and 
of course the boys who continue to make the most of their 
opportunities

Simon Weale 
Director
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Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen!

Director Simon Weale, Mrs Weale, Headmaster Mathew 
John, members of staff, guests and fellow Cottonians.  It is 
indeed a matter of great pleasure and privilege to attend 
and address such a credibly impressive gathering at the 
most important event of my Alma mater Bishop Cotton 
School.  I am thankful to the Board of Governors and 
Director of this School for giving me an opportunity to be 
with you.

At the outset, I congratulate each of the winners, who are 
taking home a prize or prizes today.  I have no doubt in my 
mind that it is because they richly deserve this prize that 
they have been awarded for the same.  

The school is famous for its all-round development of all 
the students, who come to study and in this competitive 
world, each one of the students cannot stand �irst or be 
awarded a prize. It is, therefore, imperative that each one 

of us put his best foot forward by making an attempt. For it 
is a failure to try that it is to be seen with contempt, 
ridiculed and also criticized. At the time, when I joined my 
practice as a lawyer, my Teacher/Guru/Mentor late Shri 
Chhabil Dass Ji, Advocate told me in very clear and 
unequivocal terms that to be the mediocre in life is no 
bane, but not to make an effort to work, in no 
circumstances, will be tolerated. Till date, this has 
remained the philosophy of my life.

Even otherwise, failure/success are very relative terms - 
for one not being able to secure 100% and getting 99.9% 
would be a failure, while on the other hand, someone may 
be content and satis�ied with securing minimum passing 
marks. Be that as it may, failure is the �irst step to success.  
Each one of us has tasted failure in our life, but is reluctant 
to talk about it.  Failing per se does not make you failure. 
Failures are important part of our life and trust me - there 
is no harm in accepting it. The problem lies when one does 
not act to overcome failure.  It gets even worse when you 
take a hit from them and are scared to think about 
continuing further.  It has aptly been said 'comeback is 
always stronger than the setback.'

As a student of this great school, I attended all its 
prestigious functions, but, believe me I, too, was not 
rewarded like many of the students today.  At that time, it 
was disheartening and even humiliating, but when I look 
back, I realize that probably it was not my time then. 
Failure is the key to success.  Try, then try and try again.  
We all make mistakes.  Failing does not make us losers.  

OC Justice Tarlok Singh Chauhan

The Chief Guest's Speech
on Speech Day 2021 
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Since failing can hurt and be embarrassing, harassing, 
annoying, but it's how we react to that failure that shapes 
us as individuals.  Every part of who and what I am today is 
based on the failure that I have endured in the past.  
Without failure one does not understand what it means to 
succeed.  As pithily stated by Robert F Kennedy  'only 
those who dare to fail greatly can even achieve greatly.'

Having come from an agriculture family that too from an 
extremely remote and backward area of the State, it 
required a lot of struggle to become a part of the 
mainstream and this was made possible only because of 
this great Institution. It was half a century back that I 
entered the precincts of this school like the �irst student 
Fredric Taylor 'creeping like snail, unwilling to school.'  
But I have no hesitation to say that whatever little I have 
attained in my life, it is because of this School and its 
dedicated and hard working team of teachers. I take this 
opportunity of paying my respect to those teachers. 
Nonetheless, skipping-generation was not easy.  But then 
all's well that ends well.  

Having been educated in such a great institution 
necessarily means a lot many opportunities and lucrative 
careers come your way, but then there are some true 
heroes amongst us, who resisted all those temptations 
and have made many sacri�ices only to serve their alma 
mater. 

I salute those heroes out of whom two of them happen to 
be present here - Mr. Dinesh Thakur and Mr. Parveen 
Dharma. 

A big round of applause Ladies and Gentlemen.

More than producing good students, I feel that 
responsibilities lie on the shoulders of this school to 
produce good human beings, who have discipline of 
values or adherence and certain standards and character 
in them. We, as Cottonians, have always and would always 
stand apart and this is what distinguishes Cottonians 
from the crowd. 

Therefore, once again congratulations to all the winners 
and those, who have not been able to carry home a trophy 
or prize; I would only advise to keep trying and trying till 
the time you have not achieved your goal as it is that only 
hard work and perseverance, which pave the way for 
success.

As renowned entrepreneur, Gary Vaynerchuk, appositely 
stated 'There's not a single winner on earth that took it 
easy.' There is no secret, no shortcut and no royal road to 
success. If you have to lead a successful life, you will have 
to work hard, have a strong work ethic and for this 
purpose, you will also require to show a lot of patience, 
perseverance, determination and most importantly, 
motivation. Opportunities are usually disguised as hard 
work, so most people don't recognize them – Ann 
Landers.

Before concluding, I would like to quote Marvin Philip, 
who put it very aptly that 'the difference between try and 
triumph is just a little umph.' 

While concluding I once again thank the Board of 
Governors and the Director of this School Mr Simon Weale 
for according me this opportunity to be a part of this most 
important event of my alma mater and further giving an 
opportunity to address such credibly impressive and 
splendid gathering.

Jai Hind

Justice Tarlok Singh Chauhan, 
Judge, 

High Court of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla
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Flag on the roof, the song in the air, the spirit of Cottonian 
Cottonian  everywhere. Good day to everyone, the 
Director, the Headmaster and the school faculty, boys 
privileged enough to wear the Oxford and the Cambridge 
colours. In their heart, the school motto abides which can 
inspire the whole nation. Wearing the bishop's mitre on 
their chest with the most beautiful words embossed in it 
'OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD.'I would like to thank the 
Director, the Headmaster and the entire school staff for 
recognising the potential in me and giving me this 
honourable opportunity to stand in the midst of this 
august gathering as the School Captain of this prestigious 
institution which has cradled me for long.

My journey with this school started as I stepped in this 
campus nine years ago just like another small innocent 
and naive kid with no knowledge of what it is to be a 
Cottonian. I stepped and tripped over various obstacles 
that I faced as a student in this school. Neither did I have 
the courage to stand and speak in front of the audience nor 
did I step in the sports �ield or excel in academics. That is 
when my teachers, matrons, wardens and friends gave me 
hope and inspired the sense of self con�idence in me. That 
very year I started to take part in sports and even excelled 
in them under the valuable guidance of my sports teacher 
MrGurpreet Singh to whom I'm very much thankful. 
That's when the memorable part of this journey started. 
When my life was a seed I got the exposure of a tree. I 
morphed from the electrons (the youngest team in the 
school) to the highest achievement U 19 national soccer 
team and from being a 50 percent scorer moving upto 90's 
now. 

Years passed by and I along with my batchmates started 
excelling and participating in all �ields. All of us are not yet 
the masters but still jack of all arts. We continued to grow 
as a batch during which many batchmates left the school 
and we also came across many new faces, who all are 
brothers now. Presently we come to the completion of our 
school life with only a few days left post which all of us 
would diverge to different parts of our lives outside BCS as 
responsible citizens of our society. We take with us 
cherish-able memories and leave behind a legacy which 
the school hopefully would remember. 

Throughout the years we spent in school we developed a 
sense of loyalty to it and our fellow Cottonians, which we 
proudly call the Cottonian Spirit. The school here became 
our homeland where BCS vs Sanawar match is as �ierce as 
an Indo-Pak war, where cheering for the school team 
became as important as participating in the match, where 
school becomes more important than injuries, where we 

stand together as Cottonians and every single one of us 
would stand by anyone when needed. Due to the covid 
outbreak, unfortunately there were no inter school 
matches held this year but still we consider ourselves 
lucky to be in school in these tough times. Whereas my 
predecessor School Captain Ikshit Diwan was unable to 
give his valuable speech. In that regard I consider myself 
very lucky.

We all should be thankful to our parents who have 
sacri�iced a lot and went through dif�iculties to make sure 
that we study in a highly reputed school such as this with 
good education and sports facilities. I would like to thank 
my father and mother for giving me this opportunity to be 
a Cottonian.

Before I can conclude my speech with the words of our 
school song. I would like to remember three personalities 
who unfortunately are not here among us to see me stand 
on the stage and speak my heart. These namely are Mrs 
Kiran Singh, MrAseem Kukreti and MrRajneesh Chauhan. 
Their untimely demise has saddened everyone, 
particularly those that had an opportunity to learn from 
them. They will always remain alive in our hearts. Those 
who knew them will miss them. Rest in peace.

Now that all things must come to an end, so must my 
speech but I would like to conclude with the chorus from 
the school song, a song engraved in my heart:

And	so	from	those	who	have	gone	before	to	those	who	yet	to	
come,

We	pass	our	motto	loud	and	clear,	all	evil	overcome,

As	true	as	is	brothers	love	as,	close	as	ivy	grows,

We	will	stand	foursquare	throughout	our	lives	to	every	to	
every	wind	that	blows…

Thank You

Mayank Barala
School Captain 2021

School Captain's Speech 
on Speech Day 2021

-25-



As I put together chaplaincy notes I am acutely reminded 
of the global situation on climate change, of which we have 
had a bitter tastein the month of September. We had 
extended monsoon rains in Shimla hills and in other parts 
of the country. Massive landside in Sirmour district of 
Himachal Pradesh, �lash-�loods in Uttrakhand and deluge 
in the coastal areas of Kerala had catastrophic effects.   

At the same time my prayers and heart go out to the 
people and children of Afghanistan, facing the grim reality 
of no access to education and scarcity of food, owing to the 
withdrawal of NATO and USA forces and fall of democratic 
government. All we know is that their country is heading 
towards a humanitarian crisis under the new regime, with 
bleak winter approaching.

What is it that we do in the BCS community to preserve 
God's beautiful gift of nature and in tackling climate 
change issues? Do we have a role to play in the lives of 
suffering people and children of the world? Maybe it's too 
big an ask.  As the beautiful October afternoon sun peers 
through the pine trees, for a moment I am content with 
these blessings. I see boys enjoying a beautiful bright day 
bouncing their basketball from the vestry window on the 
court. I am grateful to the merciful god for peace, for 
stabil ity in our country,  the beautiful  natural 
surroundings of our campus and all the learning that 
takes place. May god continue to bless this school and 
make it a source of blessing for generations to come.      

If the community of BCS is preparing the leaders of 
tomorrow, citizens of the global world, it is be�itting that 
our community engages itself with today's global 

challenges. We could 
choose not to give 
prominence to these 
matters and be content 
in our own world. But 
we have learnt a great 
deal of collaboration, 
cooperation and care 
to overcome COVID-
19. So we can continue 
to collaborate locally in 
p r e s e r v i n g  a n d 
protecting nature and 
humanity from its own 
onslaught of mindless 
c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d 
exploitation. 

Jesus prepared his disciples laboriously for a world, 
without his physical presence on earth. He gave them 
strength by siding with them in suffering, stood for justice 
and helped them to free themselves of whatever was 
binding them, mental or physical giving courage by 
saying: 'Fear not.'

COVID has raised fear and anxiety: of failure in online 
teaching and learning, illness of ourselves and loved ones, 
loss of income and more. Never the less, in post Corona 
lockdown world, we sensed the urgency to send children 
to school, giving them opportunity to enjoy outdoor, 
learning, making mistakes and friends. With the help of 
vaccination we are getting our foothold on what is now a 
'new normal.' 

One of our crucial aims is to nurture this community at 
BCS and strengthen the narrative of faith, hope and 
compassion, enabling BCS to become a forerunner in a 
world in need of leaders of hope. I am certain that many of 
us have found ourselves lacking in our discipline of 
reading scriptures, meditating, praying or practice of 
mindfulness. Long spells of working remotely and 
simultaneously balancing personnel life with challenges 
of online work have taken their toll, despite many 
examples and stories steeped in compassion to comfort 
and lookout for each other. 

These acts of charity become beacon of light at the end of 
this long and narrow tunnel of repeated spells of 
lockdown. Despite many challenges, we have a better 
narrative as a society: of caring, be it for humans, animals 
or nature, cooperation and of hope to 'overcome evil with 
good.'

Though chapel was open throughout for individual 
prayers, initially we began with morning chapel services 
on a rotation basis only for the Senior School boys' classes 
once a week, as government guidelines restricted 
gathering and permitted controlled numbers of 
participants. Among few Chapel gatherings we were also 

The Holy Trinity Chapel
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 
Chaplaincy Notes 2021-2022
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thable to hold service on 12  April 2021, during the school 
academic day for the outgoing upper VI form in the Holy 
Trinity Chapel.Headmaster Mr Matthew P John spoke to 
the boys about the important role played by the Rt Rev 
Bishop Cotton in the rejuvenation of Marlborough College 
in England and the beginning of the prefectorial system, 
later perpetuated in various schools founded by him in 
India. 

The ties embossed with the school emblem on Cambridge 
and Oxford blue also the school colours were handed to 
each student by the school Director, Mr Simon Weale, who 
urged the Sixth formers to sing the school song with cheer, 
gusto and enthusiasm. He also shared that as a head of 
Upper Sixth in England he had cherished his role of 
journeying with boys as they stepped towards a wide-
open world of opportunities.  

Though we are not untouched by the gruesome reality of 
CORONA virus as many boys continued to be in 
quarantine and going through period of isolation was 
mandatory before being allowed to join their class 
bubbles at school and enjoy being back. 

Another service held was for Commissioning of Prefects 
thon 16  April 2021.

The service began with a procession of outgoing prefects 
carrying the House �lags, followed by the House Masters, 
Chaplain, Headmaster and the Director of the school. 

For the occasion Director Simon Weale grabbed 
everyone's attention by asking an important question: 'Do 
we need prefects?'

He reminded us that many are now employed in the 
United Kingdom schools to ful�il the legal duty of care and 
safeguarding, and so is the case with many employed to 
carry on with the work of care in BCS. Is it necessary to 
have prefects to carry on with these responsibilities?

The prefectorial system was developed to address the 
th stchallenges of 19 century and now we are in the 21 .  Mr 

Weale cited the famous 'Tom Brown's School Days' in 
which Bishop Cotton the founder of school also �igured 

with an important message of loving and caring for the 
juniors by their seniors. For which Bishop Cotton is much 
remembered and also �igured in the address of the 
Headmaster delivered during the service held for the 

thceremony of giving out School ties, on 12 April 2021.

All short chapel services were suspended for the year by 
the end of April 2021. Thereafter, we only gathered for 
three Memorial Services. 

In his eulogy the Director said that the late Raja Virbhadra 
Singh as a school boy at Bishop Cotton was kind, sporty 
and had zest for life. Well into his advanced years he 
remained a people's person. His supporters very much 
hoped that he would return to politics even in is his old 

thage. He died on 8  July, 2021 at the age of 87 in Shimla. 

It was a sombre occasion for the many who had known 
and been touched by the care and guidance of late Mrs 
Kamini Musta�i, wife of one of the former headmasters of 
the School, Mr Kabir Musta�i. We had a memorial service 
in the Chapel in her honour. 

We lost another colleague of ours from the teaching 
fraternity. Mr Aseem Kukreti suffered a massive cardiac 

tharrest on 9  of October 2021 in Shimla. We had a Chapel 
service in his memory and to celebrate his life held on 

th11 October 2021 at 6 pm. In his eulogy Mr Praveen 
Dharma remembered him as a 'person who was full of life 
and his humour lightened up any tense situations, a great 
table tennis player, fond of cooking and enjoyed teaching 
cookery classes for the senior boys.' In his address Mr 
Simon Weale also remarked that he was a �ine teacher and 
had suffered due to his failing health. 

Everyone joined in singing the concluding hymn 'Abide 
with me, fast falls the eventide...'

Let us conclude with a prayer: May Christ our redeemer 
bring us healing and wholeness. Amen. 

Rev Dinesh Singh
Chaplain 
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stBishop Cotton School, celebrated their 161  Founder's 
thDay on 28  July 2020, but this year for the �irst time in 

history it was celebrated virtually with the school 

community mostly watching remotely online.  Residential 

staff were present at the Shimla site for the ceremony. 

BCS is one of the oldest residential schools in Asia and has 

played a big part in shaping the development of public 

schools and education in India as well as producing a host 

of well-known and successful alumni.  One Old Cottonian 

who took part in the celebrations was author Ruskin Bond 

who spoke by telephone to the Director of the School, 

Simon Weale, and sent his blessings to the school 

community. 

The online service included a message from the Director, 

readings from the Headmaster and a prayer from the 

Chaplain and an address by the Chairman of the 

Governors, the Bishop of Amritsar.  

The Director, Simon Weale spoke from his garden and 

recounted how Bishop Cotton School had overcome many 

challenges in the past including a major �ire that 

destroyed several buildings in 1905, the Great War, the 

Spanish Flu and also the aftermath of partition in 1947.  

His main message was the positive one that BCS boys were 

well equipped to cope with the present crisis and that 

2020 'has not been cancelled.'  In fact, the lockdown has 

Virtual Founder's Day 
Celebrated at 
Bishop Cotton School, 
Shimla 2020

given us a great opportunity to realize what is precious in 

our lives.  He ended by saying 'Work hard, stay safe and it 

won't be long before you are back at school.'

The school has operated a full academic curriculum 

online since March. Parents have reported that the 

children have been missing playing sport with their 

friends and are yearning to get back on campus in Shimla.

The new Headmaster, Mr Mathew P.  John, read from the 

bible – Romans 12:21 - a lesson that was originally read 

by the school's founding father Bishop Cotton at the 

school's inception in 1859. It explains the school's motto 

'Overcome Evil with Good.' The school prayer was read by 

the Chaplain Rev Dinesh Singh. 

The Bishop of Amritsar, the Rt Rev Dr P K Samantaroy, 

Bishop CNI Diocese of Amritsar and Chairman of the BCS 

Board of Governors gave a Founder's Day Sermon on 

looking after our neighbours in these times of 

uncertainty. 
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Bishop Cotton School, Shimla (BCS) celebrated its �irst 
nd ever Facebook Live event with a special 162 Founder's 

thDay on 28 July 2021 and welcomed back Old Cottonian 

and guest speaker, writer and historian Raaja Bhasin.

Another old boy Karan Pal Singh Chauhan also joined a 

panel discussion on 'What makes a good Cottonian' 

together with students and teachers. Karan is the Co-

founder of '31 Parallel', a top BPO company based in 

Shimla. 

The broadcast came from the historic Irwin Hall at the 

School. The Irwin Hall was the scene of the dramatic 

events of 1947 depicted in Ruskin Bond's book 'Coming 

Round the Mountain'.  The walls are adorned by honours 

boards that record the names of the generations of 

alumni, known as Cottonians, that have gone on to make 

their mark in all aspects of public life.

What would founder Bishop George Cotton think of this 

opportunity for the school to have a global reach with the 

help of the internet?  Bishop Cotton founded the school in 

1859 at a service in the Cathedral in Calcutta.

Director of BCS, Simon Weale, says it is all part of the 

modernization of the iconic boarding school:'As	the	world	

faces	a	multitude	of	challenges,	we	must	promote	the	type	

of	 education	 envisaged	 by	 Bishop	 Cotton	 which	 is	 as	

relevant	 today	 as	 it	 was	 in	 the	 1850s.	 	 Bishop	 Cotton	

believed	 character	 development	 to	 be	 as	 important	 as	

academic	 success.	 	 Boys	 leave	 Bishop	 Cotton	 as	 well-

rounded,	con�ident,	knowledgeable	and	resilient	leaders.'

BCS is one of the oldest residential schools in Asia and has 

played a big part in shaping the development of boarding 

schools and education in India.  The list of alumni is 

formidable and includes the aforementioned Ruskin 

Bond to the much lamented and deeply revered ex-Chief 

Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Sri Virbadhra Singh.   

Last year on Founder's Day 2020, the BCS Director, Simon 

Weale recounted how Bishop Cotton School had managed 

to overcome many challenges in the past including the 

devastating �ire that destroyed the main school building 

in 1905, the impact of the Great War and the Spanish Flu 

and the effects of partition in 1947.  His positive message 

was that BCS boys were well equipped to cope with the 

dif�iculties presented by the pandemic.  In fact, the 

lockdown has given us a great opportunity to realize what 

is precious in our lives.  He ended by saying 'Work hard, 

stay safe and it won't be long before you are back at 

school'.

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla
nd162 Founder's Day 

Celebration, 2021
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The monsoon winds would have been sweeping both 
Kolkata and Shimla when, on this day in 1859, George 
Edward Lynch Cotton,  Bishop of  Calcutta and 
Metropolitan of India and Ceylon, conducted the 
thanksgiving service for the restoration of peace in India. 
Queen Victoria had personally selected George Cotton to 
go to India. This was a time when a very different wind 
had blown across the country. The Great Uprising of 1857 
had just ended. Tempers and passions still ran high. There 
was resentment on the one hand and a powerful desire for 
revenge on the other.   

A part of the offertories of that day in Kolkata were 
devoted to the establishment of a hill school, with a chapel 
in which its memorial character would be recorded. The 
Bishop's historical sermon was based on St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Romans: 'Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.' This was the moment when the endowment 
fund to create the institution was also started and this is 
the moment that we take as the foundation of Bishop 
Cotton School.  

By the time Bishop Cotton preached his sermon in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, 'Anglo-Indian 
Schooling' had found a footing in India. Its early stages 
had stemmed from the European trading concerns that 
had arrived in the country and were able to establish their 
presence. As the years went by, the British East India 
Company overtook the somewhat parallel establishments 
of the French, the Dutch and the Portuguese. In these early 
years, the number of children of mixed European and 
Indian parentage had increased signi�icantly. The earliest 

schools for these children were started by churches, the 
military and by a few individuals. Expectedly, the English 
language and modi�ications of education as drawn from 
the British Isles, began taking root in India. Here, it is 
signi�icant to mention that the Elementary Education Act 
was passed in England only in 1870 – around two 
decades after Bishop Cotton School had started 
functioning in Shimla.

The �irst places with some basic education of an 'Anglo - 
Indian nature' were the three Presidency towns – 
Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata. Here, in informal and in 
often squalid settings, children would be provided a 
passable knowledge of Christian scriptures and the 
rudiments of reading, writing and arithmetic. The 
teachers were rarely well-educated themselves and 
were pensioners of the British East India Company or 
were its employees. 

Raaja Bhasin's Founder's Day Guest Speech 2021
History of the BCS

Headmaster	Question	time

Raja	Bhasin	during	the	Founder's	Day	2021	celebrations
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These were also years, when whoever could, sent their 
children back to England to be educated. The separation 
of children and parents could last several years. The two 
primary reasons for this was the absence of suitable 
schools in India and the climate. Some schools had 
already come up in the hills – for example, there was 
Mister Maddock's school in Musssorrie, which was on the 
site of today's Savoy Hotel. 

In April, 1860 Bishop Cotton came to Shimla for the �irst 
time. With him travelled his wife and daughter and a huge 
entourage that included a chaplain, a doctor, a nurse, 
around a hundred soldiers and a similar number of 
servants. Included were a cow, goats, sheep and a cat who 
was blamed for all cream and milk that went missing.

The �irst premises made available to the Bishop for the 
school were of the cantonment at Jutogh that lies at the 
other end of Shimla. The buildings were repaired and put 
to use. In Dr. Samuel Slater, Bishop Cotton found the 
school's �irst headmaster. The Rev. Slater already had a 
substantial experience of education in India, and before 
his appointment to Bishop Cotton School, he had been at 
St. Paul's School in Darjeeling. At Jutogh and named 
'Bishop's School' this institution received its �irst pupil a 

thday after it opened. And on the 16  March 1863, the 
�ifteen-year old Fredrick Naylor, "Creeping like a snail, 
unwilling to school" became the �irst Cottonian. 

The site at Jutogh was soon found unsatisfactory. 
Accommodation was limited and unsuitable for a school. 
It was surrounded by orchards and the old road to Shimla 
passed through this – and the distraction of constantly 
moving carts and ponies, expectedly, were of greater 

interest to the boys than say, grammar or multiplication.

In the autumn of 1864, the southern end of the 
Knollswood spur was selected as the new site for the 
school and this is where we are today. The land taken 
amounted to some �ifty-four acres and the process of 
constructing the school buildings began. 

The foundation stone of the new school was laid by the 
Governor-General and Viceroy of India, Sir John 

thLawrence on the 26  September 1866. Ten days after 
this, the Bishop tragically drowned in Bengal. His body 
was never found.  In 1867, as a mark of respect and to 
perpetuate the memory of its founder, the name of the 
school was changed from Bishop's School to Bishop 
Cotton School. 

The life of Bishop Cotton is in itself what he would have 
aspired his boys to be. Cotton's father had been killed in 
the wars with Napoleon and he never saw him. He was 
raised by his mother in less than ideal circumstances. He 
went to Oxford on a scholarship and then started 
teaching at Rugby. Subsequently, he was appointed as 
Headmaster at Marlborough just after that school had 
gone through a rough patch. It was at Marlborough that 
Cotton established organised games, the House and the 
prefect systems – and these systems were soon picked up 
by other public schools in Britain and when he came to 
India, these very systems and ideals were to form the 
basis of this school that owes its existence to him. The 
Bishop achieved what he did, by sheer hard work and 
capability – which is the ideal he set for the boys of this 
school.
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thOn the 29  September 1868, the school moved from 
Jutogh and occupied the new buildings – though these 
were not complete till 1870. In another three years, there 
were a 105 European and Eurasian boys on the rolls and 
all came from varied backgrounds. While the death of 
Bishop Cotton had had a very deep impact on the School's 
�irst headmaster, the Rev. Slater, he did not allow this to 
interfere with the working and growth of the School. 
These were years when the systems that ensured school's 
running were made secure.  

On the subject of holidays, Samuel Slater held the opinion, 
"that the longer the holidays, the worse it is for both boys 
and masters." One may add that this opinion remains. 

There is so much to be said of those years, but one event 
that could have brought Bishop Cotton School to its 

thclosure stands out. On the 7  May 1905, a huge �ire almost 
completely destroyed the main building. Boys were 
moved to other accommodation and many slept in tents. 
The school was rebuilt and occupied in July 1907. 

By now, the School �lag had a recognisable identity of its 
own. The two shades of blue have been drawn from the 
colours of Oxford and Cambridge. A word about the four 
houses of School. In 1906, the �irst house to be created was 
Lefroy and was named after the Bishop of Lahore, George 
Lefroy. The second House to be formed was Ibbetson in 
1907. This was named after Sir Denzil Ibbetson, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab from 1907 to 1908. 
Rivaz House took its name from Sir Charles Rivaz, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab from 1903 to 1907. 
Curzon House was named after the Viceroy, Lord Curzon.

It was only in 1915, after the �irst two Indian boys who had 
joined School in the 1880s, that the next lot came. The 
reasons for this are not clear, and this change may well 
have been the result of the First World War and the falling 
numbers of European and Eurasian boys. In the following 
years, several others joined. To honour the old boys who 
had fallen in the War, the Memorial was built on the First 
Flat and unveiled on Founder's Day, 1925. Opened in 
1930, the hall where we sit now, was named in honour of 
the Viceroy, Lord Irwin whose tenure in India was marked 
by rising nationalism (to which he was not entirely 
unsympathetic). 

Just before the outbreak of the Second World War, the 
Ayrcliff Girls' School, on the slope of Chhota Simla, was 
purchased and converted into the Bishop Cotton 
Preparatory School – this is now the Tibetan School. In 
1938, eighty-six boys were enrolled in the Preparatory 
School and a hundred and twenty-nine in the Main School. 
The Prep School was closed in 1947 and the boys shifted to 
Linlithgow.  

When the Second World War broke out, to escape the 
Blitzkrieg and the heavy bombing of London by Nazi 
Germany, in August 1940 about �ifty applications from 

boys of various schools in England were received. When 
this War ended, in December 1945, ninety boys went 
back to England. 

With the coming of Independence and the Partition of 
the country in 1947, another chapter opened in School. 
A saga and a story on its own, forty-two Muslim boys left 
for Pakistan and several European boys also left. Apart 
from the �inancial crunch, by the end of 1947, the School 
had lost 140 boys, six masters (including two 
Housemasters), several ladies and over sixty servants 
and their families. 

To offset this shortfall, severe economies were 
introduced and Day Scholars were encouraged to join 
B.C.S. and by April 1949, the School was virtually full. 
One measure of those economies, is visible where we sit 
now. Several chairs here have a small brass plaque 
behind them. These were 'sold' as it were, to Old 
Cottonians to generate funds for the School. 

In the early 1950s, the changes that had swept across 
India made their presence more strongly felt in School, 
which was able to modify and adapt itself and yet hold 
on to its treasured traditions and distinct identity. The 
pupils were now overwhelmingly Indian. Punjabi was 
introduced as a subject and the number of periods for 
Hindi was increased. Mohan Rakesh, the Hindi teacher, 
went on to become one of the acclaimed pioneers of a 
new wave of writing in Hindi – and tongue in cheek, later 
likened the Staff at B.C.S., in their black academic gowns, 
to bats �litting about the place.   

I came to BCS as a 6 year old in Transition, as Class 2 was 
called. I was here for another 10 years and unlike most 
others who studied with me, this, for those years, was 
also 'home' as my father taught here and we lived on the 
premises. As for many others, those golden moments of 
childhood were among the happiest of my life and these 
were also the years that shaped much of what I have 
done in later years. 

Schools like Bishop Cotton School have stood the test of 
time by being based on a few core principles. This is a 
school well rooted in tradition but with its eyes �irmly 
set on the future and a global presence.  

Let me end by noting that between the time that Bishop 
Cotton preached his sermon in Kolkata and today, 
thousands of Cottonians have gone out into the world. 
Barring a few, almost all have carried the school motto 
'Overcome Evil with Good' as a badge of honour with 
them. This is a motto that becomes a way of life. It is a line 
that transcends religion or individual belief. These men, 
who as young boys formed bonds and found principles 
that endure through life, have stepped out of these acres 
and buildings to help make our world a better place. 
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While it's time for another batch to leave, it's time for 
another batch to come. This of course is a cycle not vicious 
but a necessary one at BCS, Shimla.With the students 
coming in for the academic year 2020 and the ISC and 
ICSE students striving to get a fruitful result, there was a 
breeze of great zeal and enthusiasm �lowing through the 
campus. 

The year began with Cottonians coming in the chilly 
month of February with the Cottonians practicing for 
their Marathon and Cricket seasons. The much-awaited 
moment of every year in BCS arrived which was the 
appointment of the prefectoral body for the year 2020.

The Prefectoral Body appointed for the year 2020 were as 
follows:

School Captain :   Ikshit Diwan

School Vice-Captain :  Sarvodaya Rana

Curzon House Captain :  Arav Sood

Ibbetson House Captain :  Vaibhav Nagpal

Lefroy House Captain :  Karan Pal Kalia   

Rivaz House Captain :   Yuvraj Buttar

As no one knows what destiny has planned for them in 
life, similar was the case with the enthusiastic Cottonians. 
The whole world faced a new challenge of Covid-19 
Pandemic. We Cottonians were asked to leave for our 
homes in the month of March on the implementation of 
lockdown by the Indian Government.

This year was unlike any year that had passed before in 

the history of BCS, Shimla wherein Cottonians had to 
completely change the way they lived, which due to the 
pandemic had become virtual. The school did not lose 
hope and with an optimistic outlook managed to adopt 
the virtual lifestyle of 2020. Virtual classes continued for 
the Cottonians for the whole year. Although the year 
lacked human touch and sporting events but Cottonians 
did do physical workouts and exercises while being at 
home. Young debaters also participated in various Inter-
School events hosted by other schools virtually. The 
Debating Society gained a lot of experience and got a 
chance to enhance their skills. The school also held 
various Open Prize competitions virtually. The year 
ended on a 'virtual' note.

Though this year the school faced a lot of setbacks, I 
believe that the Cottonians made the best out of what they 
had in an unpredicted and unwanted situation. The 
Cottonians learnt a lot and the year came to an end with 
each and everyone hoping the pandemic to end and 
restore a normal lifestyle.With another year passing by 
we hope that we have a better and brighter future ahead.

Till then…

Udit Jain
School Vice-Captain 2021

In and Around BCS, 2020 
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The Director of Bishop Cotton School has congratulated 
t h e  b oys  o n  t h e i r  B o a rd  exa m s  re s u l t s  i n  a n 
unprecedented year. Mr Simon Weale said today 'Many 
congratulations to Class X (ICSE) and Class XII (ISC) who 
have now received their provisional board marks. In this 
unprecedented year many results have had to be 
calculated using a formula, but the spirit of the boys has 
nevertheless prevailed and they now con�idently face the 
next exciting stage of their lives. Of course, when Bishop 
Cotton founded our school in 1859, he did not set out to 
develop boys for a percentage score but rather for their 
character – their values, principles, conviction and 
actions. This holistic approach continues today and is why 
Old Cottonians do so well when they leave school. As such 
we are sure the Class of 2020 more than match up to their 
illustrious predecessors.'

The adventure really begins now for Class XII as they look 
to start university courses in a wide variety of 
destinations not only across India, but also potentially in 
Australia, USA, Canada and the UK.

In the ISC exams, Curzon House stole the laurels with 
Shreyash Kumar emerging as the top performer. A 
talented cricketer and an enthusiastic singer, his 
experiences should serve him in good stead as he 
approaches the NEET exams and a career in Medicine 
where his people skills will be essential. Piyush Bhagat 
who joined us for Sixth Form showed this is no bar to 
success by being placed second overall.

Jishan Padda, House Captain of Lefroy, will take the 
experiences of being a nationally ranked marksman and 
accomplished actor with him to university as he studies 
Journalism and Mass Communication.

School Captain 2019 Gurpartap Singh Bhatti, after a 
stellar career at BCS where he has thrived in sport and 
outdoor adventure and was elected to the Spartan Club, is 
now preparing for his law exams. He said recently 'My 
school has made me a much better version of myself by 
increasing my con�idence and by making me realise my 
hidden talents and qualities.'

In Class X, our overall average was our second highest ever 
percentage and there were notable performance 
improvements in Science, History and Geography. Our 
joint toppers were both from Rivaz House. Udit Jain, is an 
accomplished debater and will bring his organization, 
�lair and con�idence to bear as he joins the Commerce 
stream and Saksham Virmani is hoping to pursue a career 
in Computing. A national level basketball player he has 
also freely given his time volunteering in our non-formal 
centre. He is a credit to his family and the school. Raghav 
Khurana, a topper from Ibbetson, is another multiple 
prize winner, with hopes of becoming an engineer.

BCS	Senior	boys	at	their	leaver's	Dinner	with	the	
Director,	Mr	Simon	Weale	2020.

Some	Grade	X	boys	on	their	way	to	their	exams	in	March	before	the	lockdown	closed	the	school	2020.

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 
celebrate Board Results 2020

-34-



The advent of this academic year brought about a great 
challenge for the entire world, more so for educational 
institutions such as ours. The second wave of the covid-19 
pandemic was monstrously dangerous but with 
perseverance and strict discipline, we have reigned 
victorious. We believe we prevailed over it and continue 
with our normal life.

A lot of change has been witnessed by the entire world due 
to the onset of the pandemic, however the Bishop Cotton 
School, Shimla has made valiant efforts in trying to restore 
normalcy as we were able to resume all sporting activities 
and co curricular events without letting them hinder the 
academic progress, even though it was very dif�icult in the 
beginning.

We begun the year with the cricket season, and we saw 
through all the matches while the hurdle of the pandemic 
was soon placed infront of us. Thus unfortunately the 
results could not be announced. We recovered soon and 
were able to return within a span of two months.  While 
some of the activities were cancelled such as the Boxing, 
Athletics and the Swimming season due to the shortage of 
time, many other events did take place. 

We started the year with a lot of the Bayliss activities, 
which helped to raise the morale of the students and staff 
alike. It also served as a great medium to learn a lot on the 
Inter-School front. The school took part in the The 
Lawrence School Sanawar's Model United Nations in 
August, The Claude Martine Debates in the same month 
and The East India Debates in September and many other 
debates.

These were followed by the Inter-House debates, wherein 
we saw a unique result in which Ibbetson, Lefroy and 

stRivaz all shared the 1  position.

We then proceeded with the Inter-House Football 
tournament which was taken by the Ibbetson House and 
the Inter-House Hockey tournament which was taken by 
Lefroy House. After these we also saw the return of the 
Annual Staff versus Students' debate to the BCS picture 
after a decade. Which was taken by the Staff and the 
Director was awarded the best speaker. It was a great 
learning experience for the students.

This year was also a great year due to upgrades made to 
facilities such as the renovation of the Music Centre, 
inauguration of the upper sixth common room in the 
porch dorm and many more technological exposures 
being given to Junior School students with a new 
computer lab. We believe and hope that such facilities are 
upgraded and provided to all students as and when they 
can.

We can successfully conclude that through our grit, 
determination and the love for the school and it's students 
we shall indeed stand foursquare throughout our lives to 
every wind that blows. Despite the immeasurable grief 
and loss brought to the world by unforeseeable 
circumstances, we have all together made valiant efforts 
to ensure that this year was a great learning experience 
for all students. Furthermore, we the Cottonians on the 
sublime hilltop of Shimla would always continue on our 
way, come what may, but would also urge everyone to be 
safe. 

Till then...

Mayank Barala
School Captain 2021

In and Around BCS, 2021
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thBishop Cotton School celebrated the 75  Independence 
thDay on Sunday 15  August 2021, bringing together the 

residential school community in the bright sun shine with 
the senior school children.  The younger children 
contributed remotely by sending in their Independence 
day messages online from home which was added to the 
BCS video recording of the day.

The sun came out for the �lag raising ceremony as 
residential staff gathered on the �irst �lat of the Shimla site 
for the National Anthem.  The Indian �lag could be seen for 
miles �lying high on the BCS �lagpole (of 106 feet high) in 
the blue sky across the Shimla area. 

In his address, BCS Director, Simon Weale, said 'A vibrant, 
tolerant and free-speaking modern India has an 
increasingly important role in leading the democratic 
world against the many serious challenges facing us the 

st21  century.'

The online ceremony included heartfelt messages from 
the BCS students about why they love their country and 

the meaning of Independence Day for them. The students 
were very clear in expressing their ideas that we must 
mark the day and respect those freedom �ighters who gave 
their lives for their country.

Independence	Day	celebrated	at	Bishop	Cotton	School,	Shimla.

Independence Day celebrated 
at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla
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Captain Vivek Bhasin conducted a workshop on Soft Skills 
thand Etiquettes on the 20  March 2021 for the students of 

class X and XII.  A special workshop was also conducted 
for the teaching faculty in the afternoon of the same day. 
Capt. Bhasin impressed upon the boys and the faculty the 
art of chivalry and gentlemanly mannerisms that de�ine a 
holistically developed personality.  

Captain Vivek Bhasin is the CEO of Sharper Edge India.  He 
was born in Shimla, educated at India's �inest boarding 
school Bishop Cotton School, Shimla from the age of �ive. 
He is by nature, a romantic, poet, purveyor of hard rock, a 
radio presenter, master of ceremonies, dramatist, 
fashionista and an observer of people. 

Soft	Skill	and	Etiquettes	Workshop	in	progress.

Soft Skill and Etiquettes Workshop

He started a sea going career at the age of sixteen with a 
desire to travel, see the world and get paid for it!  He was 
the youngest holder in the British Commonwealth of the 
Master's Foreign Going Class I certi�icate (Captain) at the 
age of twenty �ive. He admits today, perhaps, the myriad 
responsibilities that came with commanding an ocean 
going container ship arrived too soon and he missed out 
on the fun and frolic of a youngster. Instead he lived, 
worked and travelled through one hundred and twenty 
countries and picked up the customs and traditions of so 
many lands from far and wide. 

Happy
Children's	Day	

Children's Day 
was celebrated on 
the First Flat on 
14�� November 2021.
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Our day of camping was a very special day. We were going 
to camp in the lodge overnight. We followed the usual 
routine till sports time. During sports time, classes V, VI, 
and VII went into the forest (obstacle course) to collect 
�irewood for the camp�ire. There was a lot of junk wood 
right beside the entrance so there was no need to go into 
the forest. We found plywood, big tree logs and bamboo 
sticks. Then we all carried the �irewood back to the lodge 
and kept it near the place where we would start the 
camp�ire. We watched how to put up the tents because we 
would have to put it up ourselves later onwards. Once that 
was done, we returned to our dormitories and grabbed all 
the stuff we needed for the camp, including �lashlights and 
night suits. We packed up everything, and then had dinner 
and we were off for our camping. When we reached the 
lodge we kept our bags in the tents and shone our 
�lashlights till we reached the camp�ire. There we sat 
down and waited for everyone. 

Once everyone was there, the Headmaster came and told 
us a couple of ghost stories, though they were not quite 
scary! After that, everyone changed into their night suit, 
went to the toilet and got ready for the night. Right before 
sleeping we got a few snacks and ate those. Then we tidied 
up our stuff in the tents and huddled in. Most tents had 
three people, and there was a very big tent which had four 
and a few others had two people in them. Ours had three 
people. There were a few tents which had devices. A 
person in my tent had a tab and we watched movies in that 
till about 11'o clock. The name of the movie was Love and 

Monsters. Our neighboring tent had a gadget too and they 
were screaming so loud that we could hardly sleep. Late in 
the night a storm came and we took our stuff from outside 
and took them in the tent so that they wouldn't get wet. 
Next morning we woke up and got fresh. Then we packed 
in all our stuff and went back to our dorms. There we 
washed our dirty clothes and changed into our school 
uniforms. It was an unforgettable and excellent 
experience.

Abhijato
Grade VII

 Having tested negative before his journey back to 
school, Divyansh Vinayek was found to be covid 
positive as part of our screening process in the 
school in�irmary.  He therefore had to be 
quarantined in total isolation for 17 days whilst he 
endured the effects of the virus and made his 
recovery (in staff accommodation). He has been 
monitored by the wonderful BCS medical team and 
by the excellent Himachal medical authorities. He 
has kept cheerful throughout and here he is back to 
full health and still smiling. We are very proud of 
this resilient Cottonian. 

The Resilient Cottonian

Welcome back to school Divyansh!

Camping on 
the Director's Lawn

-40-



The Chelmsford Sinker Academic Curriculum

Junior School Notes

'Education	is	the	most	powerful	weapon	which	you	
can	use	to	change	the	world.'

Nelson	Mandela

The year 2020 started with a positive note with great zeal 
and enthusiasm to reinforce new ideas and innovation for 
the overall development of the students. We started off 
with placing story books in the dormitory for the boys to 
develop reading habits during their leisure time. But 
unfortunately, it did not last long, we had to shut down the 
School within a span of two weeks due to COVID-19and 
send the boys homes. That is when the task began…

In order to keep in touch with them, we had to change our 
ways of teaching. So, we went online! Initially, we started 
taking online classes on Zoom and later we shifted to 
Microsoft Teams. Though our normal teaching was 
hampered but each and every one tried their best to keep 
things moving.

To break the monotony of onlineteaching we started with 
Art and Craft classes. Boys started making videos for 
English Recitation, celebrated theYoga Day and the 
Independence Day by sharing their videos.As the duration 
of lockdown extended, we even had to conduct unit tests, 

half yearly and �inal examinations online. House tutorial 
system was also introduced so that the boys could get to 
know their house teachers. Most of our calendar 
functions were celebrated virtually. We had a national 
level public speaking competition in which 500 students 
from 50 schools across India participated. Some of our 
boys also participated and Siddharth Negi of class 4 was 
awarded a certi�icate of merit for being the National Top 
20 of Speak Up. Well done Siddharth for your 
achievement!

This year i.e. 2021,the School got a face lift. Our school 
looks beautiful. As we are working according to the 
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government rules, our school is following all the COVID 19 
protocols strictly keeping in mind the utmost safety of 
students. Classes 3 and 4 did not get an opportunity to 
visit the school so we had to continue with their online 
classes. Class 5 boys were fortunate enough to join the 
school and enjoy the beautiful environment and be with 
their friends. The boys were also taught the importance of 
cleanliness and hygiene. We also started with their �ield 
activities.Again we had to be online as per government 
guidelinesand they were assessed online. Our school is 
now fully Wi�i enabled and well equipped with smart 
boards. Wehave also setup a small Science Lab. We had an 
Art workshop by eminent artist and our boys got a chance 
to work and interact with them.

We are waiting for things to get back to normal and to get 
our boys back to school soon. In the end a big thank you to 
all the teachers, matrons and the support staff, who have 
worked hard in the time of crisis. All this could not have 
been possible without their help. A big thank you to all 
once again.

Mrs Kiran Thakur
Junior School Coordinator
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Curzon House Notes
'You	 have	 power	 over	 your	 mind—not	
outside	events.	Realise	this,	and	you	will	�ind	
strength.'	–	Marcus	Aurelius

Character is tempered in hardship and 
strengthened through fortitude. The 
Covid years of 2020-21 have brought 
darkness, despair and death to many homes; 
to them, all Curzonians pay homage, with bowed heads. 

Many of us though, have been lucky enough to keep the 
fangs of the pandemic at bay, with only being compelled to 
rethink priorities and processes of education and 
everyday boarding life. We have been compelled to re-
examine our worldview on education and learning; 
rendering us stronger and more adept than before. We 
have embraced technology, and opened our minds to 
diverse modern teaching-learning strategies. We have 
learnt to value human life by taking on responsibility and 
be a part of the solution by adhering to the government 
SOPs on Covid. 

The long anticipated year of 2021 started with the hope of 
a proper academic year. The Curzonians returned in 
March after a long break from the school due to Covid 19. 
Most of the boys came back with chubby faces and lots of 
extra weight as a result of an inactive stay-at-home for 
almost a year. Though everyone was excited about the 
commencement of the school, we could not do as many 
activities as the previous years, due to strict Covid SOPs. 
Nevertheless, with great optimism we started training for 
the house matches to come.

House Notes 2021
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The �irst inter-house sporting event to be held was the 
Inter-House Cricket Match which was held in mid-April. 
The matches were disturbed by bad weather and were 
postponed several times. Since a number of boys had 
chosen to continue studying online from the comfort of 
their homes, the selection of the teams was de�ined by the 
boys present. Curzonians tried their level best to win but 
unfortunately achieved a third place overall.  Four boys 
from the House made it to the school cricket team, namely 
Adit Tandon, Aarav Agarwal, Deep Bose and Zorawar 
Choudhary.

thOn the 16  of April 2021, in an of�icial Investiture 
Ceremony, Laldintluanga was appointed the House 
Captain and Adit Tandon was appointed the House 
Prefect, for the year 2021. 

After the Cricket Season, in the second week of May, the 
school was forced to send the boys back home to take 
classes online due to increasing number of Covid cases all 
over the country. Some boys stayed back in school. No 
house activities were held for the next two months.

While the School functioned online many boys left for 
home and it is during this time the Captain of the House, 
Laldintluanga showed great fortitude and character by 
staying back in school. He presided over all the daily 
proceedings as the only prefect in school, to perfection.

The boys returned to school in August right in time for the 
football season. Curzon House took the third place overall 
lin the inter-house matches for the same. This was 
followed by the Basketball season where Curzon House 
managed to secure the second place. In Badminton the 
House was able to secure �irst position.

The Inter-House Debates commenced in the month of 
September, in which Daanish Kalotra, Kavya Bandhu, 
Kabeer Sood and Saanidhya Singh represented the house. 
All the boys representing the house were �irst timers in 
the �ield of debating with no experience. They tried their 

best and gave a good �ight. The house has been able to 
identify talent in public speaking thereafter and is looking 
forward for the year to come to test their mettle again.

At the end of the year, it is important to mention high 
achievers from the House namely Aarav Agarwal, who 
was awarded Games Colours for cricket and the House 
Captain Laldintluanga whose perseverance and rectitude 
was recognized unanimously by all through awarding him 
The Cottonian of the Year.

We are proud of you boys and hope that all Curzonians 
will emulate the highest qualities that you embody.

In the end it is necessary to remind ourselves that even 
though we strive for excellence and success, it is 
imperative to seek moral rectitude and discipline as the 
apical principles worthy of aspiration. 

Here we put our words to rest, so that in the year to follow 
we may rise in the essence of our motto... Facta	Non	Verba

Reuben John
Housemaster- Curzon House

Ibbetson House Notes 2020
'Whatever	the	mind	of	man	can	conceive	
and	believe,	it	can	achieve.'

Napolean	Hill

The year started with great enthusiasm 
and truly the Ibbetsonians believed that 
they could attain greater heights and they 
did achieve those. We started the Grindlay's 
Games Curriculum with the Cricket Season and soon after 
the Basketball Season. With the training gained from 
resilient and incessant practices, the Ibbetsonians made it 
to top the Inter-House Cricket and, soon after, Basketball 
Charts. Post that, we just began with practices for the 
Obstacles and Wall Climbing. And suddenly one day… One 
day, we got to know that the school has shut down due to 
the increasing COVID-19 cases and we were made to go 
home.

Inspite of the unfortunate circumstance, the school 
managed to conduct a few Bayliss Co-Curricular 
Activities. The Ibbetsonians, yet again, made it to top the 
Bayliss Co-Curricular Activities Chart even though, a few 
of them happened and that too online. We Ibbetsonians 
didn't lose hope and longed to return to school but 
unfortunately, had to end the year with the hope of 
returning to school for a new and brighter year.

Looking forward to expect Ibbetsonians to achieve 
greater milestones for the years ahead…

Till then, Adieu!!

Vaibhav Nagpal
 Ibbetson House Captain 2020
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Ibbetson House Notes 2021

The frosty winds of Shimla welcomed 
the boys back to school after a great deal 
of time as a result of the ongoing 
global situation of the Covid crisis. 
Nevertheless,  after crossing the 
threshold of BCS, the same warmth of 
brotherhood and friendship was felt by 
all who had spent their lives in the school, 
and a great sense of nostalgia was also felt. With the onset 
of the school year, Mayank Barala was appointed as the 
school captain with Guneet S Sidhu and Adit Parmar being 
appointed as the House Captain and House Prefect 
respectively which �illed all Ibbetsonian's with a great 
sense of pride and honour.

Despite having lesser activities than usual this year, the 
boys in blue performed exceptionally well in all �ields and 
excelled in most of them. With the start of the school year, 
the cricket season followed with great excitement. The 
House Matches were a series of hard-fought matches in 
which Ibbetson shared the �irst place with Lefroy.

After a great deal of time and due to complications due to 
the world situation, the football season was the next great 
activity in school. As always it was one of the most awaited 
and awe-inspiring events of the year. Ibbetson faced 
severe competition and a series of hard-fought matches 
were played with great anticipation and promise. The 
matches were played with great enthusiasm. As such, we 

witnessed many awe-inspiring and spectacular moments. 
This culminated in Ibbetson emerging at the top spot and 
winning the football House Matches. Players such as 
Mayank Barala, Naman Chauhan and Rehan Bhagirath 
proved determined in ensuring our victory as well as the 
keeper Guneet Sidhu, who saved many goals preventing 
our defeat.

In the Inter House Debates, the Ibbetson House Team 
performed exceptionally well despite most of them being 
novices in the art of debating. Debators such as Karni 
Singh, Naunidha Singh, Kushagra Priya and Krishiv 
Chhabra argued �iercely and with this great passion 
Ibbetson managed to bag the top position alongside 
Lefroy and Rivaz.

In the sports of basketball and hockey, the lions of 
Ibbetson performed exceptional feats and managed to 

nd stbag high positions. We came 2  in basketball and 1  in 
hockey alongside Lefroy. In both sports Guneet S Sidhu, 
Mayank Barala, Rajwardhan Kholta, Naman Chauhan, and 
Rehan Bhagirath performed extremely well and were key 
players in ensuring that Ibbetson doesn't lose the crown.

Despite having such a minimum number of activities, the 
Ibbetsonians gave their best in ensuring that our house 
doesn't fall behind in any �ield and ensure that the honour 
and pride of Ibbetson remained.

Guneet S Sidhu
Ibbetson House Captain 2021
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Lefroy House Notes 2021
After a long break the boys returned 
to school for a fresh start. Even 
though the year started a little 
rough, the boys found their way 
back to school with full enthusiasm 
to tackle any and every obstacle in 
their way. Karan Pal Kalia passed on 
the responsibilities of the House to 
Aryaman Sood, who became the 
House Captain and Yash wardhan 
Karol was appointed as the House prefect.

The �irst inter house tournament was cricket in which 
stLefroy House shared the 1  position. In 2020 due to Covid 

Pandemic, only inter house cricket tournament matches 
were possible, in which Lefroy House bagged the 

nd nd2 position in A-division and2  position in B-division. 
This year,2021, in A-division our house captain helped us 
to secure �irst place by scoring 70 to 80 runs. Aryaman, 
Nimish Vyas and Anand Raj made it to the school cricket 
team. Sudden rise of the Covid cases in the month of May 
caused the school to close. School reopened in the month 
of August,2021 when the boys returned to school with 
even more enthusiasm than ever before.

The �irst obstacle we faced after our return was the inter 
house debates. The house team comprised of Nimish Vyas, 
Aryaman Sood, Divyansh Vinayek, Sarthak Kad and 
Pranay Bansal. Nimish Vyas and Sarthak Kad were 
awarded as the second and third best speaker 
respectively of the annual inter house debates. 

Even more excitement was there among the boys as the 
inter house basketball matches commenced and again 
Lefroy House boys performed extraordinarily well with 
Yashwardhan Karol, ShantanuRao, Aryaman Sood, Isaac 

Rauta and  Kavya Sehgal helping us bring laurels to the 
House.

The House didn't leave any stone unturned as we 
achieved victory in football. Aryaman Sood, Shantanu 
Rao, Kavya Sehgal, Harneet Singh, not to forget Divyansh 
Vinayek, who has represented the school in the school 
football team for the past few years scored two crucial 
goals with a few minutes remaining on the clock. This 
enabled the House secure the football cup.

Moving on to the inter house hockey matches the boys 
gave their very best but the House couldn't secure the cup 
but still with the efforts of the boys like Kavya Sehgal, 
Harneet Singh, Yash wardhan Karol and the house captain 

ndAryaman Sood, Lefory House secured the 2  position all 
over.

We would like to use this opportunity to thank our House 
Master Mr Rohit Vyas, without whose help and guidance, 
we would not have been able to achieve our goals. As the 
year 2021 comes to an end we wish the next batch to take 
Lefroy House to greater heights.  

Aryaman Sood
Lefroy House Captain 2021
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Rivaz House Notes 2021
After a whirlwind of a year, full of 
challenges and setbacks; we 
Rivazites met with a positive 
attitude and high enthusiastic 
spirits. The year began with the 
frosty winds of Shimla welcoming 
the boys in light blue with their 
smiles and round stomachs. The 
year began with the appointment 
of Udit Jain as the School Vice-
captain, Abhimanyu Chauhan as the Rivaz House captain 
and Aakash Drona as the Rivaz House Prefect. After these 
appointments we Rivazites were aiming for one goal i.e. to 
excel in all the various activities which were conducted by 
the school.

In the �irst competition of the season which is cricket, 
ndRivazites performed extremely well by bagging the 2  

position out of the four houses. Abhimanyu Chauhan, 
Aakash Drona and Tejas Kumar need a special mention for 
their outstanding performance in the cricket matches. 
Each Rivazite with all his strength and spirit started his 
preparation for the marathons. During this fruitful time, 
the Covid cases spiked in the country and we were forced 
to go home with a heavy heart.

But Rivazites did not lose hope and continued with their 
virtual lessons and physical activities at home. During this 
time Udit Jain and Ranveer Kochhar participated in the 

Annual Cross�ire Debate (virtually) organized by the Sri 
Ram College of Commerce, Delhi. Luck favored the 
Rivazites and they were back to school within two months 
time after the conclusion of the Mid-Term. Again coming 
back with high spirit of achieving something, Rivazites 
engrossed themselves into every activity with full 
enthusiasm. On the sports front ,  we Rivazites 
participated in the football, hockey, basketball, squash, 
badminton and table tennis matches. A special mention 
needs to be made of Abhimanyu Chauhan, Sidharth 
Mehta, Hanvender Pal and Abhay Lather for their 
contributions in bringing the house victorious in various 
sports.

The Bayliss �ield proved very fruitful as Rivaz House won 
the Annual Inter House English Debates for the third 
consecutive year and Udit Jain and Ranveer Kochhar were 
awarded the Best Speaker Award for the year 2021 and 
the Most Promising Speaker for the year 2021 
respectively. Both of them along with Shrey Agarwal went 
on to represent the School in various virtual debating and 
MUN competitions. The Inter House English Elocution 
was a huge hit with the remarkable contributions of Udit 
Jain, Shrey Agarwal and Ranveer Kochhar. In all, the 
Bayliss season was a huge success for the Rivaz House.

In the end, I say that this year, though faced with 
challenges was a fruitful one for Rivaz House. I would like 
to thank our Housemaster, Mr Praveen Dharma and the 
entire Rivaz House community, without whose support, 
leadership and guidance this would not have been 
possible. As I pass the baton to the next batch that has the 
responsibility of taking the house forward, I wish them 
luck and I leave this institution with a sense of security 
that the house will go from strength to strength, and make 
the Cottonian family proud.

Abhimanyu Chauhan
 Rivaz House Captain 2021
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Sports Notes 

Basketball Notes-2021

The Basketball season was yet another 

fruitful season. Many upcoming talents 

were discovered during the training and the 

House matches. The boys not only from 

senior classes but also the junior ones 

played the game with great determination 

and hard work. Curzon House led the �ield 

and Laldintuanga stood �irst in the House 

matches, meanwhile Lefroy and Ibbetson 

House under the guidance of Aryaman Sood 

and Guneet Singh Sidhu obtained second 

and third position respectively; Rivaz 

House managed to secure the fourth 

position. The students displayed a great 

deal of sportsmanship and played the game 

beautifully.

The Grindlays Games Curriculum
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Football Notes-2021

Football is a sport that remains very close to the heart of 

the Cottonians. We were lucky enough to witness the 

football season this year. It was amazing and the students 

also competed in Inter-House Football Matches. Coaches 

were also appointed to assist the students for better 

understanding of the game. This initiative was very 

fruitful.  The school also gave rise to numerous talents 

such as Mayank Barala, Guneet Singh Sidhu, Divyansh 

Vinayek, Rehan Bhagirath and Hanvender Pal Singh, who 

have also been awarded the Colours Tie for their excellent 

performance in various national events.
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Cricket Notes-2020

The world has felt the impact of COVID-19 in many ways, 
one of them being the sports �ield. Unfortunately, Cricket 
was the only sport that was played in the school. Inter-
school events were also not conducted. But our favoured 
luck helped us to take part in the Inter-House matches. 

Cricket Notes-2021

The year commenced with the Inter-House Cricket 
Matches. Those at school were able to enjoy the Cricket 
season as they were all looking forward to it. Mayank 
Barala along with Guneet Singh Sidhu led Ibbetson House 
to glory and assisted the house to secure �irst position. 
Aarav Aggarwal and Adit Tandon's excellent performance 
helped Curzon obtain the second position. Aryaman Sood 
and Aakash Drona helped Lefroy and Rivaz House to 
obtain third and fourth position respectively. But all the 
matches were unpredictable which made us sit on the 
edge of our seats until the last moment. The victories and 
defeats along the way were a roller coaster of emotions. I 
hope that the Goldstein Tournament can be conducted the 
following year.

Hockey Notes-2021

The last and the �inal season the School witnessed was the 

Hockey season. The performances generated by the 

players, had been mind-blowing. The Hockey season was 

organised in the month of September. Though Hockey is 

considered as a dangerous sport; the players played very 

enthusiastically and carefully. It is an absolute truth that 

the students have the potential to reach the national level. 

All kinds of skills were used during the games such as: 

dribbling, �lick, push, scoop, obstruction and the list goes 

on. The �irst position was achieved by Ibbetson House 

meanwhile Rivaz House stood second. Consequently, 

Lefroy and Curzon House shared the third position. 
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Art Report for 2020 and 2021
'The	 modern	 artist,	 it	 seems	 to	 me,	 is	 working	 and	
expressing	an	inner	world	-	in	other	words	-	expressing	
the	energy,	the	motion,	and	other	inner	forces.'

Jackson	Pollock

As the pandemic hit the world in the beginning of the year 
2020, a completely new challenge arose in front of all of 
us. With the lockdown, the schools shut for face-to-face 
learning. A new hope arose helping us keep in touch with 
the students as the learning became online. 

Learning 'Art' also saw the online phase. The response of 
the students was good. In spite of limited means (art 
material) during the lockdown period, the students learnt 
to use ordinary material to express their creative 
selves.The students created remarkable works of 
artwhile at home while taking guidance through online 
classes.Art is an excellent means to deal with the anxiety 
and trauma caused by the pandemic especially with the 
school children. Many students kept themselves busy 
with art activities. 

A student from the Fifth Form, Shivij Grover won the 
second prize in group 'C' category organised by Bharat 
Academy of Fine Arts, Ambala. A painting of Aditya Sinha 
of Fourth Form was selected as 'special mention' in the 
Annual Calendar of 2021 of Institute of Career Studies. 
Proud moments indeed!

The year 2021 also commenced with the pandemic but 
the students showed a great enthusiasm towards 
studying Art, learning various art forms and mediums. A 
great, fruitful, fun-�illed and successful 'Big Colour Splash' 

thArt workshop was held on 27  September 2021 by twelve 
eminent artists from various parts of our country. This 
workshop was organised by Mr Manav Singh, an Old 
Cottonian. The students had the opportunity to work 
along with the master artists and learn various 
techniques and styles understrict Covid protocols. The 
works created during the workshop were displayed later 
in an exhibition in the Art room. 

We hope the next academic year will be a face-to-
faceacademic year and the students will  learn 
interactively in person many more art forms and have 
freedom to express their creativity. 

Danny B Singh
 Faculty Dept. of Art

The	Big	Colour	Splash	Art	Workshop	in	progress.

Bayliss Co-Curricular Activities
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Big Splash Art Workshop, 2021
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A great and successful 'Big Colour Splash' art workshop 
thwas held on 27  September 2021, by sixteen eminent 

artists from various parts of the country. These artists 
came and along with the boys of the School created various 
works of art on large canvases. The purpose of the 
workshop was to have the students of BCS, Shimla exposed 
to the art world that exists in the mainstream of modern 
art in India. The invited artists were all professionally 
renowned and shared their skills and various techniques 
and styles of their artworks with the boys. This workshop 
was organized by Mr Manav Singh, an old Cottonian, who 
brought these artists to our institution and united them on 
one platform. The students got the opportunity to work 
with the master artists and learnt a lot from their rich 
experiences. The workshop was a unique and memorable 
experience to the students as well as the staff. The artists 
who came to our institution were as follows:

· Asit Patnaik

· Binoy Varghese

· Dileep Sharma

· Farhad Hussain 

· Kanchan Chander

· Laxman Aeley

· Nupur Kundu

· Pratul Dash

· Puja Bahri

· Seema Kohli

· Shampa Sircar 

· Shivani Aggarwal

· Sidharth

· Somu Desai

· Sudip Roy 

· Sanjay Das

· Ramesh Gurjala

Danny B Singh
Faculty Dept. of Art

Artwork	 done	 by	 Asit	 Patnaik	 and	 his	 team	 of	 boys:	 Aryman	 Sood,	
Shantanu	Rao,	Mayank	Barala,	Divyansh	Vinayak	and	Kavya	Sheghal.

Artwork	done	Garv	Goel	and	Shaurya	Singh.

Artwork	 done	 by	 Pratul	 Dash	 and	 his	 team	 of	 boys:	 Ranveer	 Kochhar,	
Yashvardhan	Karol,	Aarav	Agarwal	and	Rehan	Bhagirath.

Artwork	done	by	Ramesh	Gurjala.
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The of�icial debating season began in April, but the idea to 
win the Slater Trophy had already been implanted in the 
brains of the debating team and we wasted no time in 
preparing to achieve it. Practice sessions involved the 
exchange of different ideas and getting ourselves up to 
date after the break, as we got down to planning every 
move. Little did we know that this venture would fall short 
at the �irst hurdle as the now famous coronavirus 
disrupted our school lives and put it on a stands till. The 
school was still instrumental in allowing a delegation to 
compete virtually in as many as three debates- allow me 
to expound upon them in this report.

New to the process of Online Debating, the school helped 
us gain practice by reaching out to familiar waters by the 
way of our sister school situated in Bengaluru, Bishop 
Cotton School Girls', during the month of September. We 
adopted political portfolios and got ready to play our 
parts in a Model United Nations. Portraying respective 
members of the Parliament we got the �irst touch of 
virtual argumentation, and left the event not only better 
prepared for more competitions but also with new ideas, 
companions, and a better mind set.

Having virtually left Bangalore we decided to put more 
effort into the practice sessions and be better prepared 
for the India Today Cup being held at Vasant Valley School, 
Delhi in October. We underwent rigorous training 
sessions under the watchful eyes of the Debate 
Coordinator. Finally we deemed ourselves ready to wit 
our brains against the best in the privileged competition, 
but as luck would have it, we failed to build something 
concrete and were hence unable to advance from a tough 
group. Feeling dejected and let down, as we closed our 
screens that day, little did we know that the best was yet to 
come.

As the year had progressed various students prepared 
videos for 'Speak Up,' a national speaking competition 
organized by Camp Yellow, in which an approximate of 
ninety schools had taken part, this was where we earned 
our reward. Six students were selected out of the �inal 
twenty to represent the school in the National Debating 
League to be held in 2021. It was a proud moment for the 
school and all those whose efforts had been rewarded.

My experiences from the debating arena this season have 
helped me grow as a person and have been instrumental 
in helping me develop a different perspective. All in all, 
this might not have been the year where we could dictate 
terms and make choices according to our opinion, but it 
has helped me to progress as a human being and being a 
proud member of all the above events has taught me a 
thing or two about the art of constructive argument and I 
have only Mrs Lal, the Debating Coordinator along with 
my wonderful team to thank for this. 

Au Revoir

Ikshit Diwan
School Captain 2020

Debating Report 2020
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My Year in Fourth Form, October 2020

The year 2020 affected everyone from janitors to 
businessmen, from the rich to the poor, from students to 
teachers, but our school provided us with the opportunity 
to take part in and experience new activities. All the 
activities that I took part in and successfully won could 
not have been possible without my teachers' help. I am 
very obliged to my teachers- Mrs Rose Lal, Mrs A Zaidi and 
Mr R John for all the support, encouragement and push 
that I received and am certain to receive all throughout my 
life. 

My teachers motivated me. They always had my back. My 
team also had my back throughout the competitions, 
whenever I needed them. I had a really memorable 
experience. I participated in many events this year. Even 
after such a traumatic year I enjoyed and most 
importantly experienced and learnt from all the events I 
participated in. 

I took part in the English Elocution in July and won the 
�irst prize. The Bruce Reading Competition was a good 
experience- the extract was given only about 30 minutes 
before submitting our videos. This was the best part of the 
competition.

The Model Parliament organized by Bishop Cotton Girl's, 
Bangalore was conducted in the month of September. This 
was my �irst experience competing in a Model Parliament 
and I was really very anxious. I was nervous but the 
practice sessions taken by my teachers during their 
personal time, for which I am grateful, helped boostmy 
con�idence. They were extremely patient and persistent. I 
could not bag any prize but later on I again got an 
opportunity for a similar competition in the month of 
November, the EDMUN, conducted by St Edward's School, 

stShimla. This time I was con�ident and won the 1  Verbal 
Mention. I always wished to take part in a MUN (Model 
United Nations) and I �inally got a chance. I am indebted to 
our  Debate  Coordinator,  Ma'am Rose  Lal ,  for 
opportunities such as these despite a dif�icult year raging 
with the pandemic.

The National Level Speech Competition was a really big 
opportunity for me. I had prepared very hard for this 
competition and made it to the Final Round where, I 
bagged a position in the top twenty. I thank all my 
teachers, who helped me reach my goal, my ambition. 

I can never tell how much my teachers helped all of us 
throughout along with their coping with new methods of 
teaching online and extended working hours. My parents 
also supported me a great deal. Words cannot describe 
how thankful I am to all of them. Finally I wish to express 
my gratitude to my school for giving me the opportunity 
to compete and learn.

Harshit Chhalani
Class IX 2020

My Year in Shell 2020

The year 2020 for me though connected with a lot of 
negativity, was like a critical period of hypothesis for me 
as I found myself exploring the realms of debating, MUNs 
and other co-curricular activities. These experiences also 
gave me a better understanding of the world as I learnt 
how even one voice could make a difference and so today, I 
would like to take you along that journey and share my 
experiences with you. 

The �irst event that I participated in was the Cotton Girls' 
Model Parliament also called CGMPAR 2020 which was 

th thfrom 11  to 12  September. This was going to be the 
second conference of my life and though I was 
inexperienced, I compensated by being enthusiastic and 
con�ident.  As soon as my team and I heard about it, we sat 
down to prepare and discuss the agendas at hand as this 
was not only something new but also very sudden. This 
conference had more than one hundred and �ifty 
participants studying in various schools across India and 
we knew that the level of competition was going to be 
high. Although none of us won, this event proved to be a 
great learning experience for all of us as we learnt more 
about the format of MUNs.

The second event I participated in was The Vasant Valley 
Debate Competition for the India Today Cup. Now though 
I was not in the main team, I was a part of the 'Think Tank'. 
Hence, my job was to help the main team in researching 
and although I did not give a speech in the event, the 
practice sessions and the research work helped me 
develop not only as an orator but also as a debater.Now 
a f te r  h av i n g  ga i n e d  ex p e r i e n c e  a n d  a  b e t te r 
understanding of such competitions, I participated in the 
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third Inter-School competition which was the Edwards 
Model United Nations also known as EDMUN 2020 which 

th thwas from 7  to 8  November. Ten different schools 
participated and we were awareof the fact that this 
competition was also going to be as tough as CGMPAR 
2020. But this time we were certain to leave our mark and 
bring something back. Thus, this time we put in a lot of 
hard work as we helped each other grow during the 

practice sessions, and our dedication did pay off as three 
participants from our team including me ended up getting 
individual positions which were -

International Press:

stNaunidha Sawhney - Best Reporter (1 Position)

All India Political Party Meet:

rdRanveer Singh Kochhar - Honorable Mention (3 Position)

National Security Council:

thHarshit Chhalani - Special Mention (4 Position)

Overall, these events were great learning experiences. 
They helped in developing our communication skills as 
well as a sense of rationale and logic. I believe that there is 
always scope for improvement and therefore I would like 
to say that I hope and believe that we perform even better 
in the coming years.

To conclude, I would �irstly like to express my gratitude to 
our dedicated teachers especially the Debate Coordinator, 
Mrs Rose Lal, for making these opportunities possible and 
giving of her time so freely and willingly, Mrs Alvia Zaidi, 
for helping us along the way; Mr Reuben T John, for 
supporting us and helping us to become better and �inally, 
our Headmaster Mr M P John and the Director Mr Simon 
David Weale for not only bringing such opportunities to us 
but also raising our institution to much greater heights. 
With this I would like to wish the future orators the very 
best.

Ranveer Singh Kochhar
IX C 2020
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  Debating Club

My Experience in Public 
Speaking – 2021
Secretary of the Debating Club of a renowned school in 
India! I was so looking forward to this opportunity, pursue 
and excel in my passion. Debating is the art of putting 
forth one's arguments in a formal manner over a 
particular motion. My experience in debating has been a 
fantastic one. Debating has helped me develop critical 
thinking skills and be curious about new ideas while also 
building a healthy attitude towards questioning. 

In a situation, where the whole world struggles with the 
ongoing pandemic, the spirit of debating was kept high 
with the participation in online competitions and MUNs, 
so diligently offered to us by our school. The virtual 
stream of competitions began in the month of June with 
the Annual Cross�ire debate organized by the Sri Ram 
College of Commerce, Delhi. The motion for the debate 
was 'Sedition Laws are an Infringement of the Right to 
Freedom of Speech.' It was a very well argued debate 
where we unfortunately lost but gained in experience. 
The next was the Claude Martin Debate and the Boulone 
Lise Quiz hosted by La Martineire College, Lucknow. 

I represented my school in the Boulone Lise Quiz, where I 
was faced with challenging questions and unfortunately 

thstood 6  out of the thirty competitors. The next in line 
were the East India Debates organized by Assam Valley 
School. The debates started on a great note with me 
winning the Best Speaker award in the �irst debate and the 
most Promising Speaker in the second debate. The next 
up were the MUNs organized by the Lawrence School, 
Sanawar (SNAMUN); St Edward's School (EDMUN) and 
Bishop Cotton Girls School, Bangalore (CGMPAR). I 
represented the International Press Committee and 
learnt a great deal about the art of journalism and 
communication. 

The year concluded with us having our in-house 
competitions such as the Annual Inter House Debates, the 
Inter House English Elocution Competitions and various 
written Open Prize Competitions. I received the Best 
Speaker Award of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla for the 

styear 2021 and also stood 1  in the English Elocution. In all, 
it was certainly an enriching experience! I learnt and 
improved in all aspects of public speaking. I improved in 
my critical thinking skills. I learned the art of articulating 
and quick thinking. Debating also taught me the skill of 
resolving con�licts and accepting loss with grace and 
taking accountability. It widened my horizon of 
knowledge and thinking. It helped me develop a new 
perspective of the world around me. It taught me to 
structure and organise my thoughts while also developing 
my analytical and research skills. 

In the end, I take this opportunity to thank the Director, 
the Headmaster, Mrs Rose Lal - Coordinator: Debates and 
Bayliss Activities and all the teachers who helped me 
grow. 

Till then adieu…

Udit Jain 
School Vice Captain 2021 
Debating Secretary 2021
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Staff  vs Students Debate 2021

The boys of the Bishop Cotton School, Shimla had their debating skills put to the test when the school, when the debating 

season concluded with an age-old tradition, recently revived, of Staff vs Students Debate. The event was Chaired by Old 

Cottonian Dr Deepak Sood, who is an active member of the Shimla Rotary Club. 

The Staff team comprising of Housemaster: Curzon Mr Reuben T. John, Mrs Mamta Gupta and Mrs Rose Lal, was led by the 

Director Mr Simon Weale. The Student' team was led by Ranveer Kochhar of the Fifth Form, Deep Bose (UVI), Karni Singh 

(UVI) and Shrey Agarwal (LVI). 

The teachers won the debate arguing against the topic- 'Music and Art is a Waste of Time in Schools.' The boys performed 

splendidly and were congratulated on their arguments and points. All academic staff personally attended the evening 

session to encourage and watch the boys in their care.
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Irwin Media Centre
BCS has moved into the digital age.

Effective communication is 
a b ou t  u n derst a n din g  t he 
emotion and intentions behind 
the information. It is essential 
to not lose the essence of the 
message in background noise. 
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 
has always understood this and therefore consistently 
endeavored to provide varied media within its systems, 
both academic as well as administrative, to facilitate 
effortless �low of communication. One of the steps taken 
for the same in the past was the setting up of the Irwin 
Light and Sound Club in 1996 to ensure dynamic and 
ef�icient mass communication via the PA, lighting and 
stage equipment managed by a Master In-Charge and 
appointed students. The Club has been instrumental in 
myriad successful school stage productions in the past 
and has the technical competence to manage expensive 
equipment. With the need to expand communication and 
to relay designed purposeful messages to a global 
audience, the role of the club has been expanded and has 
been renamed Irwin Media Centre (IMC).

Bishop Cotton School is in a position where it can 
authentically represent itself without an intermediary 
through its own Media Centre.  The core thought behind 
setting up a Media Centre as a unit of Bishop Cotton 
School is to be self-suf�icient in the representation and 
promotion of the school. 

The scope of the Media Centre includes all formal media 
communications to represent the school's formal. This 
includes design, representation and promotion. The 
Media Centre covers and records all school events. All 
musical and stage productions by the school, outdoor or 

indoor, are also covered, controlled and recorded by the 
Media Centre. The Media Centre is also responsible for 
training of the students within the school to learn media 
skills.

The Year 2021 has been especially busy and fruitful for 
IMC with a plethora of events covered. The Centre under 
the guidance of the Communications Head, Mrs Rebecca 
Weale has produced the School's Promotional Video, live 
casted a three-camera set up coverage of the Founder's 
Day on Facebook, A Vox-Populi created on the occasion of 
our country's Independence Day and Coverage of this 
years Speech Day. All of the above videos are available on 
the School's YouTube Channel which you can access via 
this link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIzFzilaoZEo2xk
CdWhYEEQ

or by scanning this QR Code.

It is also imperative to mention here that the vision of 
moving in to a globally connected Bishop Cotton School, is 
spearheaded by our Communications Head, Mrs Rebecca 
Weale. She singlehandedly resurrected the School's Social 
Media presence from naught to over lakhs. With 
unconditional support of the Director and the 
Headmaster and under prescient direction of Mrs Weale, 
Irwin Media Centre is sure to continuously be an 
authentic voice of the School.

Reuben John 
Master In-charge
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  Music Centre Refurbishment

The School Management after a review of all 
infrastructures within the school felt the need to 
refurbish as well as centralise all musical activities into 
one building and call it the Music Centre. The Music 
Department and the pupils are delighted at this turn of 
events and are using this new facility to its maximum 
potential. This room is now equipped with enough 
space to practice, for various ensembles such as the 
brass band, a rock and pop band or a choir. It serves 
both as a practice room and a room for teaching theory. 
The Music Department is exceedingly grateful for this 
new space to the School Management.

The	Director	inaugurating	the	refurbished	Music	Centre.	

Boys	making	use	of	the	newly	refurbished	Music	Centre
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Signi�icant Events of 2020
The year began with hopes of a fruitful time full of 

activities and barely had the school settled down to work 

when the lockdown was announced and we all got 

con�ined to our homes.  The school was quick to begin 

online lessons and soon, teachers and students adapted to 

the new normal and did the lessons ef�iciently.

The planned activities for the year went online too.  

Teachers and students collaborated to make the activities 

interesting and exciting. We never did get back to normal 

classes but the activities were carried out with enthusiasm 

and purpose.

Elocution Competitions 
st Class VI:  1 Aarav Gupta VI and Tejas Kumar VI B
st Class VII:  1 Jayaditya Subhedar VII A 
st    1 Anmol Aggarwal VII A 
st    1 Aarav Tushar Wadaskar VII B
stClass VIII:  1  Harshit Chhalini VIII C
nd   2  Rajveer Singh Bragta VIII A
nd   2  Joy Zosiama Kalra VIII C
stClass IX:  1  Kushagra Priya IX C
nd   2  Manan Rawat IX C
rd    3 Sarthak Kad IX C
st Class X:  1 Naunidha S Singh X C
nd    2 Danish Kalotra X C
nd    2 Aryan Sinha X B

Middle School Book Club
Class VI, Class VII Class VIII

The Middle School Book Club went online and a book list 

was sent to the members, who used various methods to get 

the books and also found time to read them and the books 

were discussed and reviews were shared. A story was sent 

out to the Clubs every morning.  This had text as well as 

audio, so the children read and also hear the story.  

Quizzes based on vocabulary, grammar, general 

knowledge and lateral thinking were sent to the members 

every day.  They attempted them and sent in their scores in 

a  v e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e 

manner. 

One Word of the Day was 

sent to the members with 

de�inition and usage, 

which the students learnt 

and noted down for later 

use.

Chess Club
Class VI, Class VII and Class VIII

The Chess Clubs for Classes VI, VII and VIII were formed at 

school and the basics of chess were taught to the members 

with lectures, demonstrations and videos.  The Clubs 

moved online after the lockdown and the videos and 

explanations continued.  Matches were held among the 

members on online chess platforms.

Debates
The normal debate schedule could not be followed in the 

pandemic year but debating carried on.

Shakespeare Debate was held for Class X during the 

English Classes.

Reading Competitions 
Bruce Reading Prize

   
st Class VI:   1 Saarsanth Philem VI B
nd     2 Samarth Bansal VI C
rd     3 Aarav Raj Singh VI B

st Class VII:  1 Jayaditya Subhedar VII A 
nd    2 Aarav Tusar Wadaskar VII B
rd    3 Kabir Mansukhani VII B
st Class VIII:   1 JoyZosiama Kalra VIII C
nd    2 Harshit Chhalani VIII C
rd    3 Atulya Sood VIII C

Vishwanath Reading Prize

st Class IX:   1 Ranveer Singh Kochhar IX C
nd    2 Shaan IX B
rd    3 Manan Rawat IX C
st Class X:    1 Shivij Grover X C
nd    2 Naunidha Singh X C
rd    3 Mridul Nagpal X B
rd    3 Aryan Sinha X B

Durrant Reading Prize

st Class XI:   1 Akash Drona XI
nd    2 Udit Jain XI
rd    3 Nimish Vyas XI
st Class XII:   1  Ikshit Diwan XII
nd    2 Sarvodaya Rana XII
rd    3 Aftab Singh Sidhu XII
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Open Prizes
Anderson Essay Prize:

Winner:    Akash Drona XI

Commendation:   Aftab Sidhu XII

Honourable Mention:   Naunidha Singh XC

    Parv Aggarwal X B

    Shiv Grover X C

Hailey Literature Prize:

Winners:    Yash Yadav XII

Commendation:  Aryan Sinha X B

Shakespeare Prize:

Winner:    Ikshit Diwan XII

Commendation:  Aryan Sinha X B

Eelyn Branden Prize for Creative Writing

Poems were submitted for the competition.

No prize was awarded.

Mrs Susheela Prabhudas

Faculty Dept. of English

Report of Creative Writing Club 

2020 and 2021
Creative Writing has been a popular activity at Bishop 

Cotton School, Dhimla.  The school encourages it during 

the English lessons and also offers other avenues such as 

the Open Prizes conducted every year and the 

publications like The Mitre, The Cottonian and The 

Pegasus, where the writings of the students are 

published.

The pandemic years have been challenging ones but we 

are proud to say that the writing activities continued. The 

students wrote in the online classes and they wrote for the 

magazines and they took part in the Open Prizes.

The Open Prizes 2020 conducted by the senior school 

English teachers, were as follows:

The Hailey Literature Prize

Winner:               Yash Yadav    UVI

Commendation:   Aryan Sinha   Fifth Form

The Anderson Essay Prize

Winner: Akash Drona  LVI      

Commendation:   Aaftab Singh Sidhu UVI                       

Honourable mention:  Naunidha Singh Fifth Form

 Parv Aggarwal Fifth Form

 Shivij Grover   Fifth Form

The Shakespeare Prize

Winners:  Ikshit Diwan UVI

Commendation : Aryan Sinha Fifth Form

Mrs Susheela Prabhudas

Member Faculty Dept. of English

Prefects	2021 Creative	Writing	Club
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The	Director	Simon	Weale	giving	his	speech	on	Founder's	Day	2021,	from	facebook	Live		

We	welcomed	back	our	BCS	Governor	Deep	C.	Anand	and	planning	group	for	a	site	tour	to	help	us	with	our	beautiful	Heritage	site	renovations.

Social Media of BCS, Shimla
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We	welcomed	back	our	BCS	Governor	and	planning	group	for	a	
site	tour	to	help	us	with	our	beautiful	Heritage	site	renovations.

Director's	birthday	celebration,	Sept	2021.

The	 musicians	 used	 our	 newly	 refurbished	 BCS	 Music	 Centre.	
Thanks	to	team	for	the	refreshed	facilities	the	boys	were	straight	in	
there	and	getting	back	to	their	instruments	after	lockdown.

We	of�icially	opened	our	Upper	Sixth	Common	Room;	ribbon	was	cut	
by	Mrs	and	Mr	John.	This	club-type	room,	for	the	most	senior	boys	in	
the	school,	is	designed	to	be	a	place	for	them	to	gather	and	put	the	
world	 to	 rights	 -	 read	 newspapers,	 play	 chess,	 games	 and	 think	
about	the	next	stage	of	the	education	and	what	their	futures	hold.	
We	wish	them	well	on	their	journey	and	in	their	upcoming	exams.

OC	visit	�irst	time	back	to	BCS	in	60	years:

Welcome	back	to	BCS,	Shimla	Colonel	'Podge'	Dhaliwal	(not	so	podgy	
any	more)	back	in	school	on	the	�irst	�lat	after	60	years,	seen	here	
with	Colonel	'Wendy'	Dewan	(on	the	right).
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Teachers	 are	 100%	 vaxed	 at	 BCS	 -	 March	
9,2021our	 �irst	 teacher	 Mr	 Bhardwaj,	 the	 BCS	
Second	 Master,	 was	 happy	 to	 be	 photographed	
yesterday	 as	 he	 received	 his	 covid	 vaccination.	
The	rest	of	the	staff	will	follow	his	�ine	example	as	
soon	as	it	is	made	available	to	them.

Covid	Test	Centre	at	BCS,	Shimla

Teachers	line	up	for	testing.

UVI	leaver's	dinner	2021:	

Congratulations	to	the	outgoing	Class	XII	(those	in	school)	who	enjoyed	a	Leavers'	Dinner,	
following	the	postponement	of	the	ISC	exams.	The	boys	will	be	going	home	after	spending	two	
months	in	school	in	their	'class	bubble'	isolating	together.	We	hope	they	will	get	the	chance	to	
sit	 for	their	exams,	but	if	not	we	wish	them	well	on	the	next	stage	of	their	 journey	as	Old	
Cottonians.	As	always	they	were	given	a	rousing	send	off	by	the	juniors.

How	lucky	we	are	to	have	one	of	India's	best	writers	documenting	part	
of	the	school's	history.

The	amazing	events	of	1947	from	a	BCS	student's	perspective	'Coming	
Round	 the	 Mountain'	 written	 by	 Ruskin	 Bond	 (illustrated	 by	 Mihir	
Joglekar)

The	back	cover	says:

'Thirteen	 year	 old	 Ruskin	 is	 back	 at	 school,	 doing	 what	 he	 loves	 -	
reading,	goalkeeping,	spending	time	with	his	friends	and	eating	lots	of	
jalebis.	

It	 is	 a	 �itting	 �inale	 to	 a	 journey	 down	 memory	 lane,	 one	 about	
accepting	change	and	�inding	hope	in	the	unknown	days	to	come...'

Ruskin	Bond,	book	republished	with	BCS,	Shimla	Image	on	the	cover.
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What	did	actor	Kumar	Gaurav	he	look	like	as	a	school	boy?	Phone	calls	were	
made,	strings	pulled	and	evidence	has	revealed	a	rare,	cute	photo	of	Kumar	
Gaurav	(left)	with	his	friend	Yogesh	Mehra	(right)	a	future	businessman,	in	
their	BCS	junior	school	uniforms	outside	Linlithgow	heritage	building.	

Both	boys	were	destined	for	great	things.

Old	 Cottonian:	 Group	 Captain	 Gaurav	 B	 S	 Chauhan	 achieved	 one	 of	 the	
highest	honours	when	he	was	chosen	for	the	�ly	past	for	the	Of�icial	Republic	
Day	celebrations.	From	BCS	Rivaz	house	and	batch	of	1996,	Gaurav	has	also	
received	the	Vayu	Sena	Medal	for	gallantry.	Congratulations	from	your	old	
school.

Group	Captain	Chauhan	said	of	his	time	at	Bishop	Cotton	School,	Shimla:

'At	 BCS	 I	 got	 more	 than	 just	 book	 learning,	 I	 got	 opportunities,	
encouragement	 and	 support	 to	 develop	 skills	 beyond	 the	 academic.	 Be	 it	
public	speaking	or	discovering	the	leader	in	myself,	BCS	helped	hone	traits	
that	have	helped	me	in	my	20+	yrs	of	service	in	the	Indian	Air	Force.	And	most	
importantly	it	has	helped	in	keeping	my	moral	compass	unwavering	through	
good	times	and	bad.'

We	were	very	happy	to	welcome	back	Old	Cottonian,	Captain	Vivek	(Bonnie)	
Bhasin	who	visited	BCS	to	pass	on	some	of	his	style	and	Sharper	Edge	tips	to	
the	X	and	XII	classes	and	the	Staff.	He	put	on	a	very	entertaining	show	in	the	
Irwin	Hall	which	we're	sure	will	help	Cottonians	in	the	big	wide	world.	Thanks	
Bonnie.

A	 dedicated	 group	 of	 Old	 Cottonians	 from	 the	 Himachal	 Pradesh	 chapter	
gathered	yesterday	for	an	outside,	socially	distanced	lunch	in	Shimla,	joined	
by	the	BCS	Director	and	Headmaster.	

We	 hope	 next	 year	 we	 can	 celebrate	 the	 OC	 meetings	 in	 the	 proper	 style.
From	left:	Mr	Harish	Janartha,	Mr	Vikramaditya	Singh,	Mr	Manav	Singh,	Mrs	
Anuradha	 John,	 Mr	 Mathew	 P	 John	 (Headmaster),	 Mr	 Simon	 D	 Weale	
(Director),	Mrs	Rebecca	Weale,	Mrs	Sonia	Dharma,	Mr	Narinder	Chauhan,	Mr	
Pritinder	 Singh,	 Mr	 Vivek	 Parmar,	 Mr	 Praveen	 Dharma,	 Mr	 Karan	 Pal	
Chauhan.

Tarsem	Singh	seated	in	the	right	hand	corner	(circled	face).

Hollywood	Director	Tarsem	Singh

Lady	Gaga	new	video	and	Tarsem	
Singh	(Sept	2020)

Dreams	do	come	true	after	life	at	
Bishop	 Cotton	 School,	 Shimla.	
Tarsem	 Singh,	 Director	 (Old	
Cottonian,	1978)	has	worked	with	
many	talented	Hollywood	artists	-	
just	a	few	include:	Jennifer	Lopez,	
Beyonce,	Britney	Spears	and	Julia	
Roberts	 and	 now	 he's	 directed	
Oscar	 winner	 Lady	 Gaga's	 new	
single	 '911'.	 Brilliant	 and	 so	
c r e a t i v e 	 - 	 a n d 	 o f 	 c o u r s e	
outrageous	 if	 working	 with	 Lady	
Gaga!

Tarsem's	new	music	video	for	Lady	
G a g a 	 i s 	 l i n k e d 	 h e r e :	
https://youtu.be/58hoktsqk_Q
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'As I sit back to re�lect on those twelve precious years that I 
spent in Bishop Cotton School, Shimla (1993-2004), I can 
unreservedly af�irm that being a part of this institution 
was my biggest accomplishment. 

My journey at BCS was one of the most memorable, which 
left an indelible impression on my life. The days were 
indeed carefree days without any worry for home or 
hearth. There were only few things that mattered, and that 
was to study and then play, bond in friendship and indulge 
in all sorts of mischief. The exploits done during those 
years were a delight which I still recall and smile.

Discipline, punctuality, dress and decorum were the other 
symbols of BCS life. Though at times one has to bear the 
brunt of their starkness, they leave an indelible 
impression, by making one more disciplined and 
gregarious in life. The punishments I received as part of a 
group or individually for misconduct or mischief were 
also happy experiences, which I still recount with 
nostalgia. Such is the euphoria of the time, that even in 
punishment one seeks joy and amusement.

Apart from academics, I learnt there is time to cultivate 
friendship, which last a lifetime. I learnt to appreciate the 
spirit of brotherhood and teamwork, which were the 
essence of my time at BCS. Every passing day in BCS used 
to be a great sense of responsibility and accountability 
which trained me for where I am now. The support I 
received from our learned and outstanding teaching 
faculty was immeasurable. My teachers in school did not 
only teach me academics, but they taught me humility. 
They taught me to be a better person and to believe in 
myself.

The basic, yet fundamental qualities and skills that I 
learnt at BCS are now clearly demonstrated in my 
professional life and I can proudly say that Cottonians 
always stand out in whatever they do and wherever they 
are.'

Dr Mrinal Vijay

Our Old Cottonian Dr. Mrinal Vijay (OC-1993-2004; 
Lefroy House) appointed Magistrate, North East London, 
Criminal Court.
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The Chandranahan Lake is a small lake fed by several 
springs and melting snow. It is the true source of the 
Pabbar River, beside which you trek throughout this 
journey. The lake is in an alpine zone, around the 
14,000 feet — the altitude makes it a whole different 
adventure. The lake is in a kind of a bowl �lanked by high 
snow peaks. Trekking to the lake feels like almost being 
part of a big climbing expedition.

The	Chandranahan	Lake

Reaching the lake is quite an adventure — something 
trekkers love. From your �inal camp at Litham, you 
climb up the towering Pabbar water falls to get to its 
snout. At the snout you can even watch the river falling 
down from under your feet. For most trekkers this is 
one of the high moments of the trek.

From the snout, you cross �ive other alpine lakes (small 
water bodies) to get to the �inal Chandranahan Lake, 
deep inside the alpine valley. The trek takes about two 
hours from the snout, but every step is like an 
expedition. In most seasons expect snow patches to be 
around you.

The Mind-blowing Meadows of Dayara

Dayara meadows are no ordinary meadows in trekking 
circles. In our experience, it is one of the most beautiful 
meadows that we have come across. Camping in these 
meadows is pure pleasure. Starting your trek from 
Janglik, the Dayara meadows pop out at you almost out 
of nowhere! There's a point on the trek that we call the 
'wow point,' where you exit the forest and suddenly see 
the meadows! It's a moment to remember.

Meadows	of	Dayara

On the Dayara meadows you will see some of the most 
spectacular sunrise and sunsets, the color of the 
meadows turn golden. Added to that, there are big 
snow-covered cliffs across the valley from the 
meadows. Dayara meadows are one of the most perfect 
campsites we have been to!

The Forests from Janglik to Dayara

The trail to Chandranahan from the very beginning is 
luxuriant with coniferous forests. These forests are 
resplendent with pines and oaks.They are deep and 
dark — they give you a sense of calmness, and at the 
same time, a sense of adventure. For most city-bred 
people, this is a true experience of the outdoors. Here is 
where they become one with nature, and understand 
the pleasures and learning that come with the 
outdoors

The	clumps	of	special	forests	between	Dayara	and	Litham

When you trek between Dayara and Litham two special 
forests suddenly spring up between mountains folds. 
The �irst is an old enchanted silver birch forest. The 
forest will mesmerize you with the way the trees are 
shaped and the trunks warped. The second is a pine 
forest in another fold. The grasslands are just on its 
edges. When you climb out of the forest, with the grass 

The Chandranahan Lake Trek October,  2021

TREKS AND EXCURSIONS
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sloping down to the crown of the trees, it is at an angle 
where the sun just lights up the grass in an inferno. 
Make sure you do this section before ten in the 
morning.

Trek Details

The base camp of the Chandranahan Lake trek is 
Janglik. The drive from Shimla takes you past Rohru, 
from where the road follows the blue waters of the 
Pabbar River. In an exquisite journey, the road climbs 
gracefully along the Pabbar, the scenery changing 
rapidly. From square wheat �ields along the river and 
beautiful Himachali homes, you drive past pretty 
villages and mixed forests until till you get to the pine 
forests around Tangnu.

The motorable road at Tikri, just after Chirgaon, turns 
left and becomes an absolute dirt track for the rest of 
the way. It takes two hours along the dirt track to get to 
Tangnu. At Tangnu, the dirt track drops down to the 
river, crosses the Pabbar and climbs to Diude in swift 
switchbacks. Janglik is a short walk from Diude.

Diude/Janglik to Dayara

· Altitude: 9,200 ft (2,804 m) to 11,075 ft (3,376 m)

· Time taken: 5 hrs

· Trek gradient: Moderate. Around 75 minutes of ascent followed 
by a 15 minute �lat walk. Gradual ascent into a forest for about 30 
minutes followed by a gradual descent for about an hour in the 
meadows ending with a gradual ascent through a forest.

· Water sources: Carry 1 litre of water from Janglik. There are 
sources along the trail to re�ill your water bottles.

Half an hour later, the trail pops out of the tree line into 
a vast expanse of meadows climbing into the hills to 

your left. The sudden change in scenery is startling. It 
takes time to soak in the view of the climbing meadows 
to your left and the dark shadowy tree line of the pines 
to your right. Ahead, the white snow patches that still 
remain in the folds of the cliffs opposite the Pabbar 
compliment the view to an extent that is hard to 
believe.

The trail out of the tree line descends gradually, skirting 
the top of the pines. The trail is well de�ined and broad. 
Almost an hour later, the trail enters another 
magni�icent forest of pine and oak — this time thicker 
and denser. The walk on the dark moist earth and the 
brown carpet of leaves strewn over them is a moment 
to be cherished. Through the forest, the trail climbs 
gradually before popping out of it again in another half 
hour.

Dayara to Litham

· Altitude: 11,075 (3,376 m) ft to 11,737 ft (3,577 m)

· Time taken: 3 hours

· Trek gradient: Easy. Starts with a gentle ascent for about 15 
minutes followed by a stream crossing. Gradual ascent through a 
pine forest and meadows for about an hour followed by a gentle 
descent through a Silver birch forest and �inally across meadows.

· Water sources: Carry 1 litre of water from Dayara. There are 
sources along the trail to re�ill your water bottles.

Start your day exploring the Dayara Meadows. It looks 
most glamorous as it soaks up the golden glow of the 
morning sun. A walk on the meadows early in the 
morning needs to be savoured by every trekker. The 
trail from Dayara to Litham will take you through dense 
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forests, wide green meadows, gushing streams, and 
little brooks as you gain an altitude of 737 feet in 3 
hours.  Half hour later the trail dives into another 
beautiful forest — this time of Silver Birch (Bhoj). The 
forest is old and the silver birches gnarled with age. 
Descending gently through the forest leads to another 
perennial stream in the fold of the mountain. Refresh 
here and climb out of the fold to your �irst clear view of 
Litham.

Across the meadows the trail dips to the Chandranahan 
stream that you need to cross before throwing down 
your backpacks at the Litham campsite. There are 
plenty of brooks running across Litham, choose a �lat 
spot and good views to settle down for the day.

Litham has gorgeous views on three sides. On your left 
is the snout of the Chandranahan waterfall, beyond 

which is the Chandranahan lake. In front are the 
towering snow clad mountains that hide Buran Ghati 
but set the heart �luttering in anticipation of a great 
adventure ahead. On the right are the snow patched 
cliffs that hide the Rupin Valley. The Litham campsite is 
a dramatic nest, the last of the great meadows of the 
trek.

Trek to Chandranahan lake and back to Litham

· Altitude: 11,737 ft (3,577 m) to 13,900 ft (4,237 m) and back

· Time taken: 6-7 hours

· Trek gradient: Dif�icult. 90 minutes of gradual ascent to the 
snout of the waterfall followed by a steep climb for about an 
hour. Steep descent on the way back to Litham.

· Water sources: Carry 1-1.5 of water from the campsite. 
There are water sources along the trail.

The Chandranahan Lake is a glacial tarn that is 
perennially fed by snow �lanks of mountains that 
surround it. It is not a very big lake, but getting to it is an 
exciting journey and extremely rewarding. Cross the 
stream that you get just before the Litham campsite. 
Continue upstream on the shepherd's trail to a ridge 
top. Walk towards the snout of the waterfall from 
where the stream emerges. It takes about an hour and a 
half to get to the snout of the waterfall, marked by 
beautifully placed stone cairns.
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Trekkers usually assume that Chandranahan lake is 
close to the snout of the waterfall but it is another hour 
of trek into the glacial valley. The journey to the lake 
takes a dif�icult turn the moment you get to the �lat at 
the snout of the waterfall. The closed alpine valley with 
snow patches all round is a treat. In later June, the 
valley �loor has good amounts of snow but nothing that 
is dif�icult to walk on.

The lake is not very big but what it lacks in size, it makes 
up for it by its setting. Nestled in a bowl like glacial 
amphitheater, the lake is fed by the snow �ields all 
around. In between are grassy patches that jut out of 
the snow. Tiny waterfalls that turn into brooks trickle 
down to the lake from all sides. Lovely arrangements of 
stone cairns mark the lake. Spend time taking in the 
sights of the setting before heading back to Litham the 
way you came. It is a steep descent from the lake to 
Litham. You must start early in the morning to be back 
at Litham at lunch.

Setting	up	tents	on	the	Meadows	of	Dayara

Trekking team : Rehan Bhagirath, Divyansh Vinayak, 
Kavya Sehgal, Raj Vardhan, Gavin Punia, Vishwajeet 
Singh Negi, Abhay Lather, Mandeep Lather, Aadi 
Munjal, Debargho Swami, Shrey Aggarwal, Isaac 
Vanlalruata, Jasdeep Singh Saluja

Amod Talwalkar
Teacher Incharge: 

Secretary Pargiyal Mountaineering 
and Allied Sports Club of BCS, Shimla

Meadows	of	Dayara

Meadows	of	Dayara
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At	Hatu	Peak

At	Hatu	Peak

BCS, Shimla Himachal Pradesh Cultural Trip 
rd

Hatu Peak walk then a sing song around the �ire on 3  August 2021
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Trek to the 
Nehara Village 2021

We started out early in the morning hustling around in 

our dorms gathering our correct clothes and items to use 

or wear in the trek. We started out on the �irst �lat where 

the Director and the Headmaster were there taking a few 

photos for memories and we got our snacks. The snacks 

were a juice and chocolate, next we got our lunches which 

had potato, chickpea vegetable and poori as well as fried 

rice, it was quite tasty. We then moved out of the jungle 

gate, we had four teachers with us Sonia Ma'am, Anurahda 

John Ma'am, Mamta Ma'am, Ghosh Sir and Jaqueline 

Ma'am. Each teacher had been assigned a group of 

children. We walked out of the school soon moving down 

from busy streets to even more busy streets we moved 

decently fast, after a little while we had our snacks. 

Anuradha Ma'am and her son were taking a few photos of 

the school from a far distance. It was hard to believe we 

moved so far away in just forty minutes. We continued and 

came to a halt after a while. We entered the Nehara village 

after the halt.It was very pretty but some parts of it 

reminded me of the movie Nun, which was spine chilling. 

We moved into the �ields where Ghosh Sir had plucked a 

few tangerines with permission and gave us some to eat. 

The tangerines didn't taste like oranges but they had a 

much sweeter �lavor than of any orange. After that we 

went down into the �ields where we ate our lunch. At this 

point everybody and I mean everybody was tired and 

almost all the water was �inished so the teachers gave us 

water after lunch, which energized us. So before we 

moved onwards Ghosh Sir saw a cactus and for some 

reasons he took it and put it in a bag and for that reason 

him and Rajveer got barbed badly. It must've hurt badly as 

Anuradha Ma'am had to apply cream and help him. I was 

carrying the �irst aid kit and was used at this moment, for 

it had many antiseptics and medicines. We moved further 

down. There was a lot of scorpion plant around and 

deadly looking aloe	vera plants. We moved fast there and 

came to a large water pipe. All the teachers walked on it 

having fun. We moved forward with good pictures being 

taken. In a dry part of the trek, where the sad part of the 

story starts and ends, one of the boys kicked a stone off the 

hill. It went into a hedge dropping more stones, almost 

hitting people below. Those people came up and said one 

of your boys kicked a stone which almost killed some of 

us. The boy who did that got scolded. 

One of our batch mates found a huge pinecone which he 

still has to this day. A convoy of cars from the school rolled 

up to take us back to the school. It looked very cool and we 

drove off nicely and smoothly. The batch mate who got 

that pinecone vomited twice in the car, which was a bit 

funny. Next we came up to the school and that is how our 

wonderful adventure ended.

Aaron Kennedy

Grade VII
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Mrs	John	and	the	Headmaster	inaugurating	the	UVI	Form	
Common	Room.	

Class	XII	boys	in	the	UVI	Form	Common	Room. Unwinding	over	a	game	of	carrom.

'A	poor	life	this	if,	full	of	care,

We	have	no	time	to	stand	and	stare.'

	-W.	H.	Davies

The UVI form this year were privileged to be the �irst 

batch that occupies and avails the bene�its of an 

exclusive Common Room. It was felt at the beginning of 

the year that the UVI form as the senior most class with 

a torrent of responsibilities and the stress of studies 

required an exclusive room to retreat to. The Common 

Room is situated centrally, right above the First Flat 

Porch. The Estate Department under the guidance of 

the school management furnished the room with 

reworked heritage furniture. The room has a television 

and some board games to unwind. It is also provided 

with a small library of career counselling books which 

are updated regularly. The sole purpose of the common 

room is to provide a space to the UVI to relax, socialise 

and to provide themselves opportunity to discuss and 

research about their plans for higher studies outside 

the gates of the school. The Common Room is also a 

place where guests and Old Cottonians can and will be 

invited to guide, counsel and mentor the UVI pupils 

with respect to life and Career outside Bishop Cotton 

School.

UVI Form Common Room
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
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Pandemic 
This is the worst year in the making

If I was the �irst here, I'd erase it

Put it in a hearse and cremate it.

Your worst fear is the one you'd be facing

I can't imagine, barely try to fathom

This disease spreads more than �ire from a dragon.

Why does this have to happen?

If 2020 was a person I'd put in its mouth a Magnum

So many have died, I should be glad I survived.

Glad to be alive that I could continue to thrive

But the problem is there it still persists.

If I could just bear and still resist

Try to be fair and still witness

My patience runs shorter than a midget.

The cases of the virus keep growing

The faces of traitors and liars keep showing.

Should I put the snakes in the �ire

Wait with patience let the �lames retire.

Then scatter the ashes as if it were snowing

May hopes and prayers go where not lent

For 2020, may this cursed year end.

Anhad Goyal

Class XI, 2020

Pandemic
An unusual emptiness,

Fills the night sky,

I look to the east,

And then to the west,

Yet this emptiness,

Has no rest,

This slow passing time,

Has made it sure,

That 'Pandemic' has no cure.

Beneath this quiet and calm,

Lies the uncertainty,

Of fear and pain,

Of unawareness and qualm,

Gone are the lil'

Moments of hope and humanity

An invisible

Deadly enemy,

Is on the watchful gaze.

Everything seems,

To be meaningless,

And, I wonder,

How long do we stay,

This way.

The crimson sunset,

The chirping birds,

The streets and the rest,

All are crammed with sadness.

Surrounded within the walls,

Crawling through the loneliness,

I miss,

Sitting on the Freddies,

And the ceaseless chatter,

And all that matters,

I miss,

The active mind and hectic days,

Rushing through its ways.

  
Anutsek Pathak

VIII- C, 2020

Pulse

Peace
Peace peace peace,

Happiness is increased. 

No wars and �ights,

This is whole world's plight.

No more hatred and discrimination,

This is the motto of every nation.

The rights of every woman,

Shoulder to shoulder with men.

No more rapes and humiliation,

I wish of this transformation.

A nuclear free world,

Peace all around is curled.

No more suffering and disease,

Health is at ease, 

Ah! peacepeace.

Whatever caste or religion,

All live here in unison.

No more boundaries of hatred,

All around harmony is culminated.

Ah! Peace peace peace.

Tanmay Mankhand

VII A, 2020
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The Blue Sky
Where is the blue sky?

For birds to spread their wing and �ly.

For hot balloons to travel by,

For �ireworks to shine.

Who has eaten up the blue sky?

Is it the pollution?

Is it the radiation?

Where is the blue sky?

Are these high towers responsible?

Or is it the skyscrapers?

What is it?

Where is the blue sky?

How can we rebuild the blue sky?

Let us do our bit…

Reduce pollution! Walk, walk and walk; not take a ride! 

Grow more trees!! Not cut them down!

War no more…

No nuclear testing….

Let's join hands and do our duty.

Utkarsh Goel

Class VII A, 2020

The Four Divine Seasons
Four seasons come and go past by me, 

What is the difference in each one I see?

This one gives you warmth and a time to chill,

But too much of hiking can even make you ill!

This season can be fun or can be a real bummer 

Who doesn't know it's the tiring summer.

This is the season after summer in line,

Nothing very special; well how can I say that because very 

season is divine!

Leaves and �lowers are falling off the trees,

Bugs and bees are looking for nectar to seize.

This very distinct season also known as the fall,

Not in India but autumn for the rest of all.

Now comes winter, I feel it is the best, 

All the people cherish it with enthusiasm and zest!

The chill brings joy and happiness to all,

People utterly wait for the heavy snow fall.

Wintertime is over and it's time for �lowers to blossom,

Let's know about the next season which is quite awesome!

Spring is here and the �lowers are blossoming,

Colourful and delicious fruits are ripening.

Well this is all I know about the four divine seasons 

of the year,

Decide and tell which one to you is the most dear!

Jayaditya Subhedar

Class VII A, 2020
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SCHOOL ALBUM - 2020

Standing Row (L to R) : V. Agarwal, A. Jain, S. Mehta. M. Lather, I. Vanlalruata

Sitting Row (L to R) :  H. Khatri, S. Malik, Mrs. J. Chauhan (Class Teacher), Y. Rohta, S. S. Tiwana

Class 10-A

Sitting Row  :   A. Sood, I. Diwan, Dr. Sanjiv Verma (Class Teacher), (L to R)

    Sarvodaya S. J. B. Rana, K. P. Kalia

Standing Row  :   S. Sandhu, A. Jreat, S. L. Pachuau, V. Dadu, Y. S. Walia, R. Puri(L to R)

Class UVI
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Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Grover, H.S. Cheema, Mr. G.S. Chander (class teacher),

    S. Agarwal, V. Dabur

Standing Row (L to R) :  H. Agrawal, N.S. Sawhney, K. Choudhary, T.S. Kaushal

Class 10-C

nd
2  Row Standing (L to R) :  D. Swami, A. Munjal, A. Lather

st
1  Row Standing (L to R) :  S. Tulsyan, H. Sethi, S. Sushi, D. Choudhary, T. Bansal

Sitting row (L to R)  :  A. Sinha, G. Pasrija, R. Garg, A. Thakur, Mr. G.C. Sharma(Class Teacher), 

     A. Jain, P.R. Agarwal, G.S. Punia, A.G. Tomar 

Class 10-B
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Sitting Row (L to R) :  V. Gupta, A. Talwalkar, V. Sharma, V. Khetan,  

    Mrs. S. Chander (Class Teacher), A. Arora, A. Juneja, Sparsh, N. Xavier

st
1  Standing  row (L to R) :  I. Jha, M. Andotra, P. Jain, A. Kakkar, I. Hyder, G. Singh, C. Anand, S. Singh

nd
2  Standing row (L to R) :  R. Nandan, K. Brar, Parth, S. Chhabra, S. Chauhan, A. Kulria

Standing Row (L to R) :  Z. Singhai, D. Cholai, A. Jain, M. Anand, Y. S. Bawa, A. R. Chauhan, G. Gill, 

    S. Sood

Sitting Row (L to R)  :  S. Pathak,Jatin, S. Prajwan, Mrs. R.  Carol (Class Teacher), R. Singh, 

    P. Gupta, Oneir

SCHOOL ALBUM - 2021

Class 5

Class 6-A
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Standing Row (L to R) :  M. Singh, A. R. Chauhan, A. Singh, M. Anand, R. Kakkar, H. S. Sohal

Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Sushil, K. Bansal, Jatin, A. Gupta, Mr. R. John (Class Teacher), 

    S. Bhatnagar, J. Z. Kalra, A. Narang, N. Bhalla

Sitting Row  (L to R) :  Y. Rao, S. Sharma, V. Bhardwaj, S. Miharia, Mrs. V. Chauhan (Class Teacher), 

    A. Kochhar, S. Bhaumik, Z. Singhal, K. Loria 

Standing Row  (L to R) :  V. Kumar, S. Sood, A. Jain, A. S. Sekhon, A. Madhok, D. K. Goenka, P. Gupta  

Class 6-C

Class 6-B
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Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Das, P.Gupta, Laldinzuala, P. Aggarwal, Mrs. M. Singhi ( Class Teacher), 

    H. Agarwal, A.Yadav, A. Dhynam, O.Kansal

st
1  Row Standing (L to R) :  S. .S Mahanta, D.Kumar, V. Bansal, A. Singh, A. Agarwal, R. Pansari, 

    D. Garg, Goenka

nd
2  Row Standing (L to R) :  T. S. Bedi, A. P. Singh, M. S. Grover

Sitting Row  :  A. Aggrawal, A.Gupta, R. Raj, R. Kocchar,  Mrs. R. Sharma (Class Teacher), (L to R)

    S. Kundaliya, S. Dokania, T. Kumar, S. Setia

Standing Row  :  R. Singh, P. Yadav, Z. Singh, S. Philem, A. Raj, S. Chauhan, S. Walia, J. Kilhore, (L to R)

    A. Bhagirath, G. Kathpal 

Class 7-B

Class 7-A
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Sitting Row ( L to R) :   R. Dokania, S. Gera, D. Chaturvedi, A. Singh, Mrs. R. Sood ( Class Teacher),

    R. Mehrotra, A. Seth, A. Singh, T. Tsewang

1�� Row Standing (L to R)  :   A. Kennedy, V. Dahiya, H. Singh

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R)  :  S. Bansal, T. Bansal, A. Chhabra, H. Singh, K. R. Kumar, S. Kabu, 

    R. Singla,  P. Kumar, J. Brar

Sitting Row (L to R) :  R. S. Bedi, S. Mahajan, A. Chopra, A. Aggarwal, 

    Mrs. A. Dogra (Class Teacher), M.J. Sinh, A. Agrawal, N. Gupta, A. Kalita

st1  Row Standing (L to R) :  V. S. Virk, T. Kalyan, R. Husain, P. Saraf, J. Tehlan, R. Aggarwal, U. Goel

nd
2  Row Standing (L to R) :  S. Uthra, T. Mankhand, J. Subhedar, B. Jain, D. Singh, K. Tyagi, 

    J.S. Chandhok

Class 8-A

Class 7-C
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Sitting Row (L to R) :   K. Mansukhani,  N. Jain,  A. Khatri, S. Kilhore, 

    Mrs. D. Anthony (Class Teacher), I. Garg, K. Agarwalla, A. T. Wadaskar, Akhil

st 
1 Row Standing (L to R) :  P. S. Anand,  R. Khemani,  A.Kaushal, S. A. Rathi, G. Singh, C. Bakshi, 

    A. Dokania, R. Tanwani, K. Singh

nd
2  Standing ( L to R) :  T. Punia, A. Verma,  T. S. Sran,  J. S. Sandhu,  R. Bhatia, D. Jain

Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Agarwal, P. Shanmendra, B. Mehta, S.Jain, 

    Mrs. S. Dharma (Class Teacher), S. Bansal, A. Gupta, S. Grover, G. Goel

st
1  Row Standing (L to R) :  M. Kalra, Y. Naeem, N. Goel, A. Mahant, S. Singh, S. Jain, A. Gupta, N. Agarwal

nd2  Row Standing (L to R) :  P. D. Madaik, A. Chauhan, Y. Choudhary, R. S. Jishtu, H. Gupta, D. Singla

Class 8-C

Class 8-B
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Standing Row (L to R) :  K. Rochlani, V. Lather, A. P. S. Chahal, G. Chopra, Laldinmawia, T. Puri, 

    S. Khandelwal

Sitting Row (L to R) :  A. Arneja, A. Kalanta, V. Rajta, K. Saraf, Mrs. J. Chauhan (Class Teacher),

    K. Gupta, S. Motani, A. Sood, S. Dadu

Sitting Row (L to R) :  N. Bhatia, A. Gupta, k. Khandelwal, M. Arora, Mr. G.C. Sharma (Class Teacher),

    R. Garg, V. Riwaskaru, A. Mathur, L. Bakshi

st
1   Row Standing (L to R) :  A. Sinha, K. Vohra, A. Bassi, M.M. Mishra, V. Kakkar, A. Kamra, M. Jindal, 

    A. Jalan, R.D. Yadav

nd
2  Row Standing (L to R) :  C. Jain, V. Kakkar, S. Singh, P. Chayal, H. Sharma, P. Shahu, P.P.S. Cheema, 

    S. Gupta,  D. Swami

Class 9-B

Class 9-A
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Sitting Row (L To R) : R. S. Bragta, D. Chhaparia, J. Z. Kalra, K. Chuchra, 

    Mr. G. S. Chander (Class Teacher), 

    K. Verma, P. Agarwal, V. Khetan, A. Aggarwal

1�� Row Standing (L To R) : H. Chhalani, A. Gupta, A. Pathak, J. Tyagi, G. S. Brar, P. Gupta, A. S. Heir, 

    A. Agarwal, S. Dhingra

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L To R) : A. Bansal, J. Agarwal, M. Awasthi, C. Rajkumar, J. S. Bhasin, S. A. Kaisar,

    P. Sharma, P. S. Rathore,  A. R. Singh

Sitting Row (L to R) :   S. Kalyan, G. Galhotra, R. Makkar, D. Dadu, Mrs. S. Prabhudas (Class Teacher), 

    K. Aggarwal, G. Kher, K. Chhabra, G. Bansal

Standing Row (L to R) :  P. Rajta, K. Ghezta, Z.S. Choudhary, D. Gupta, V. Budhiraja, K. Sood

Class 10-A

Class 9-C
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Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. S. Karhana, Y. Bhati, M. S. Chauhan, Mr. J. Anthony (Class teacher), 

    P. Bhimsaria, D. Singhmar, K. Danga

Standing Row (L to R) :  A. Gupta, P. Bansal, D. S. Grover, B. Nagpal, G. S. Bhathal, S. Dewansh

Sitting Row (L to R)  :  Y. Bansal, S. Kad, A. Gupta, Mrs. A. Zaidi (Teacher), 

     M. Rawat, S. Agarwalla, H. Bajaj

Standing Row (L to R)  :  A. Siddiqui, A. P. S. Gill, R. Makkar, S. Verma, R. Singh, 

     R. S. Kochhar, Anand Raj

Class 10-C

Class 10-B
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Sitting Row   :  Y. Karol, U. Jain, P. Sharma, K. Singh, Mr. Aseem Kukreti (Class Teacher),(L to R)

     N. Vyas, A. Chauhan, A. Agrawal, A. Sood

st1  Row Standing   :    A. Drona, D. Khare, A. Tandon, D. Bose, S. S. Rao, M. Barala, (L to R)

     K. Singh, Laldintluanga, A. Parmar

nd2  Row Standing   :    K. B. Sood, A. Goyal, N. Chauhan, V. Bansal(L to R)

Class UVI

Games Colours

Sitting Row   :  A. Agrawal, A. Drona, G. Singh, Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), (L to R)

     Mr. S. D. Weale (Director),  M. Barala, A. Sood, A. Chauhan

Standing Row   : N. Chauhan, A. Kalia, N. Vyas, R. Bhagirath, S. Tulsiyan, H. Singh, (L to R)

     D. Vinayek
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Prefectorial Council 2021

Sitting Row   :  A. Sood, G. Singh, U. Jain, Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster),(L to R)

     Mr. S. D. Weale (Director),  M. Barala, Laldintluanga, A. Chauhan

Standing Row   :   Y. Karol, A. Tandon, A. Drona, A. Parmar(L to R)

Full School Blazer 

Sitting Row   :  N. Singh, G. Singh. U. Jain, Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), (L to R)

     Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), M. Barala, A. Drona, R. Kochhar
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Cotton Society

Mess Committee

Sitting Row   :  P. Dharma, S. Prabhudas, U. Jain, (L to R)

     Mr. R. Bhasin (Old Cottonian and Author), 

     Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

     Dr. D. Sood (Old Cottonian), Mr. S. Ghosh, Rev. D. Singh, 

     Mr. R. John, Mr. D. Thakur

st
1  Row Standing   :  H. Singh, P.P. Singh, A. Parmar, D. Bose, S. Rao, K. Singh, A. Sood, (L to R)

     S. Sushil, M. Nagpal

nd
2  Row Standing   :  S. Agarwal,  D. Vinayek, N. Singh, A. Drona, D. Kalotra(L to R)
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Ministerial Staff 1

Bayliss Colours

Sitting Row   :  A. Drona, Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster),(L to R)

     Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), U. Jain

Standing Row   :  S. Agarwal, N. Singh, R. Kochhar, K. Singh(L to R)

Sitting Row  :  Mr. Anup Singh, Mr. Sunil Dutt, Mr. P Dharma (Administrative Of�icer), (L to R)

    Mrs. R. Weale (Head of Communications), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

    Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. R. Mehrotra (Bursar), Mr. Arun Kumar, 

    Mr Birender Singh 

Standing Row  :  Mr. Sukhdev, Mr. Tek Singh, Mr. Purni Ram, Mr. Bhupinder, Mr. Laiq Ram,  (L to R)

    Mr. Natar Lal Vohra
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Ministerial Staff 3

Ministerial Staff 2

Sitting Row  :  Mrs. Pammi Devi, Mrs. Sunita Devi, Mr. P Dharma (Administrative Of�icer), (L to R)

    Mrs. R. Weale (Head of Communications), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

    Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. R. Mehrotra (Bursar), 

    Mrs. Hema Vati,Mrs. Kala Devi

Standing Row  :  Mr. Ravi Kumar, Mr. Jagat Ram, Mr. Mahesh Kumar, Mr. Jeet Ram Busheri, (L to R)

    Mr. Amar Singh, Mr. Dharminder Singh, Mr. Mathu Ram, Mr. Ram Swaroop, 

    Mr. Malik Raj

Sitting Row  :  Mr. Narinder Kumar, Mr. Prem Balbh, (L to R)

    Mr. P Dharma (Administrative Of�icer), 

    Mrs. R. Weale (Head of Communications), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

    Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. R. Mehrotra (Bursar), Mr. Jeet Ram, 

    Mr. Chunni Lal

Standing Row :  Mr. Prem Lal, Mr. Arumugam, Mr. Dilip Kumar Sharma, Mr. Sant Ram, (L to R) 

    Mr. Tota Ram, Mr. Madan Lal, Mr. Ramesh Chand, Mr. Jeevan Ram, 

    Mr. Bhag Chand
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Ministerial Staff 5

Ministerial Staff 4

Sitting Row  :  Mr. Mukesh Kumar, Mr. Nand Lal, Mr. P Dharma (Administrative Of�icer),(L to R)

    Mrs. R. Weale (Head of Communications), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

    Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. R. Mehrotra (Bursar), Mr. Bindu Ram, 

    Mr. Vinod Kumar

Standing Row   :  Mr. Vikram Singh, Mr. Sudhir, Mr. Gopal Singh, Mr. Naresh Kumar, Mr. Amit, (L to R)

    Mr. Ashok Kumar, Mr. Birender, Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, 

    Mr. Yashpal Dcosta, Mr. Sukhbir

Sitting Row  :  Mr. Jagdish Chand, Mr. Roshan Lal, Mr. P Dharma(Administrative Of�icer),(L to R)

    Mrs. R. Weale (Head of Communications), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), 

    Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. R. Mehrotra (Bursar), 

    Mr. Jeet Ram, Mr. Surender

Standing Row (L to R) :   Mr. Chatter Singh, Mr. Shyam Lal, Mr. Rajender Singh, Mr. Bablu, 

    Mr. Manish, Mr. Ravi Dass, Mr. Ram Krishan, Mr. Sunak Ram, 

    Mr. Surinder Pintu, Mr. A. Murthi
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Academic Colours 

1�� Standing Row  :  Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), Mr. S. D. Weale (Director)

2ⁿ� Standing Row  :  A. Drona, G. Singh, U. Jain          
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Prefectorial Council  2020

st1  Standing Row (L to R)  :  A. Sood, Mr. S. D. Weale (Director), Mr. M. P. John (Headmaster), 

     K. Kalia

nd2  Standing Row (L to R)  :   V. Dadu,  S. Pachuau, I. Dewan, S.J.B. Rana                    
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Basketball Team 

Badminton Team

Sitting Row   :  S. Rao, Y. Karol, G. Singh, G. Singh, Mr. G. Singh, M. Barala, (L to R)

     A. Sood, R. Bhagirath, M. Chauhan, S. Agarwal

Standing Row   :  Sewadhani, I. Vanlalruata, Laldinmawia, Laldintluanga,  (L to R)

     Manakshat, Shrey Agarwal        

Sitting Row   :  P. Cheema, S. Jain, S. Nayar, P. Anand, D. Swami, B. Mehta  (L to R)

Standing Row   :  K. Bandhu, A. Agrawal, Y. Karol, Mr. G. Singh, Mr. P. Sood,(L to R)

     M. Barala, A. Sood, S. Rao
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Football Team

Cricket Team

Sitting Row   :  V. Negi, D. Vinayek, A. Agrawal, G. Singh, Mr. G. Singh,  (L to R)

     M. Barala, A. Sood, R. Bhagirath, H. Singh

Standing Row   :  R. Kholta, A. Lather, I. Vanlalruata, D. Khare, K. Sehgal,(L to R)

     S. Khandelwal, A. Chauhan

Sitting Row   :  A. Chauhan, A. Drona, A. Agrawal, G. Singh, Mr. G. Singh, Mr. A. Talwalkar, (L to R)

     M. Barala, A. Sood, A. Tandon, N. Chauhan

Standing Row   :  D. Singhmar, M. Mishra, D. Bose, H. Singh, Z. Chaudhary, A. Raj, (L to R)

     N. Vyas, M. Rawat
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Hockey Team

Sitting Row   :  A. Agrawal, Y. Karol, G. Singh, Capt. S. Singh, Mr. G. Singh,  (L to R)

     M. Barala, A. Sood, H. Singh

Standing Row   :  R. Kholta, V. Lather, A. Lather, R. Bhagirath, A. Bawa, P. Rajta, (L to R)

     G. Punia, R. Makkar  
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Bishop Cotton School's Republic Day 

High Flyer

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla celebrated the Republic 

Day 2021 with the Director Simon Weale raising the 

Indian �lag in front of residential staff on the �irst �lat in 

the bright sunshine. The school is particularly proud 

that Group Captain Gaurav B S Chauhanwas chosen to 

take part in the �ly past for the Of�icial Republic Day 

celebrationsheld in Delhi.  The former BCS student, 

from Rivaz House,Group Captain Gaurav is a recipient 

of the esteemed VayuSena Medal for gallantry,

After completing his of�icial duties, Group Captain 

Chauhan reminisced of his time at Bishop Cotton 

School, Shimla, saying it shaped the man he has 

become; 

'At Bishop Cotton School, Shimla I got more than just 

book learning, I got opportunities, encouragement and 

support to develop skills beyond the academic. Be it 

public speaking or discovering the leader in myself, 

BCS helped hone traits that have helped me in my 20+ 

years of service in the Indian Air Force. And most 

importantly it has helped in keeping my moral compass 

unwavering through good times and bad.'

Group	Captain	Gaurav	B	S	Chauhan	also	features	in	a	book	called	

India's	 Most	 Fearless,	 which	 documents	 some	 of	 his	 heroic	 acts	

whilst	in	the	Air	Force.	

BCS, Shimla Batch 1971 Golden Jubilee
Batch of 1971 recently got together in Goa to celebrate their Golden Jubilee. 

BCS	Batch	1971	at	Goa	–	Golden	Jubilee	2021

Standing Left to Right :  Niranjan Mohan Singh, Bhagwant Singh, Sharadpat Singhania, Prithvi Nat, Vinod Kumar, Preet Uberoi (would 

be 1971 batch but left school in 1968), Sanjiv Shamlal, Abhai Mankotia, Vikram Sodhi, R.S. Juneja (Tony), Tridib Sengupta, Chetan Singh, 

Vijay Sandhu, S S Saron (Tonto), Amarjit Sidhu, J M S Brar (Boru)

Seated Back Row Left to Right : G S Gill (Guri), Anil Soni, Madhu Soni, Sunita Nat with Nat junior, Gurbir Sidhu, Kiran Saron, Punita 

Shamlal,  Sumathy Sodhi, Lorita Sengupta, Sonu Chetan Singh, Karen Bawa (spouse of Late H.S (Sweety) Bawa), Jyoti Gill, Bubbles 

Sandhu

Seated Front Row Left to Right :  Suman Singh (spouse of Late Ravinder (Bansi) Singh), Meenu Juneja, Raju Singh, Anu Kapoor, Shiv 

Kapoor (1972) batch

OCA Notes
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Raghuvendra Tanwar, Lefroy House 

1970's Batch

Well  Done and Heartiest  Congratulations 

Raghuvendra!!

You have made Our Class of 1970, Lefroy and 

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla PROUD!

OC Raghuvendra Tanwar latest book released:

Be Clear Kashmir will Vote for India: Jammu & 
Kashmir 1947-1953 Reporting the Contemporary 
Understanding of the Unreported

Raghuvendra Tanwar has taught modern history at 
Kurukshetra University for thirty-nine years, 
superannuating as Senior Professor in 2015. He has 
been the University's Dean Academic Affairs and Dean 
Social Sciences.

ndBCS 162  ' Founders Day 28th July 2021

Left	to	Right

Ishan Soni, Jasraj Singh, Aman Sood, Jerry Godinho, Sumit Arora, 
Vishal Rana, Rishi Sood, Jeevan Goyal, Saranjit Ghakal, Sumant, Gautam 
Salwan, Gurpreet Bhogal, Prashant Sehgal and Sanjay Chadha.
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th28 July 2021
nd

On the 162  year of my Alma Mater

Up in the greens of Shimla on a magni�icent spur 

situated is an institution steeped in history. As young 

boys we arrived with some trepidation some 

anxiousness and many not knowing then…

when time is �inally up through the stone corridors

the dorms, the classroom, the Irwin Hall, Linlithgow, 

Remove, Main School, the Biology and Chem lab, the 

�lats, the courts, the bakery, the war memorial, the art 

block, Chipu's, the Lodge and the Chapel.

Walking running singing howling acting sitting grubbing 

laughing smiling melancholic, now at so many points on 

the planet. We yearn to be there even for a brief 

moment.  Today I close my eyes and arrive through the 

global positioning systems in my mind.

Like a drone hovering above capturing the entire print 

of this beautiful place.

I can see, we all arrive, in mind body and spirit.

All in congregation each drone different each drone 

uniquely the same.

Like mists rising after today's sweet summer rain

we inhale the bouquet of the earth, the pine laden wind.

Looking down from the skies we see the young 

Cottonians looking up at the sky pointing at us

smiling from the benches they shout at us in glee.

Our propellers create a whirlwind, they hold on to their 

school caps as their metal badge beat on their chest.

Insisting we all land 

but today not today.

We came above in the sky to pay obeisance

to our great institution.

On our one hundred and sixty second Founder's Day

we know,

Bishop Cotton School,

Our School … will be there for us..

F O R E V E R 

Vivek (Bonnie) Bhasin

Lefroy House 1961-1970

Empathy Towards a Worthy Cause 

(A	Humanitarian	Initiative	for	Mrs	Kamini	Musta�i) 

Never in recent times has the OCA mounted such a large 
effort for a cause. What was most heartening was the 
spontaneity, the huge response with over 120 OCs coming 
forward, and over 150 of them eagerly waiting to jump in 
to help when needed, the earnest sense of belonging and 
for a cause that was close to our hearts. The OCs   
responding to our call was from a wide spectrum of years, 
from Class of 1963 to 2006 and beyond, demonstrating the 
depth of commitment in the Association.  Truly 
outstanding!

It was a last ditch effort to save one of our dearly loved 
teachers. A teacher means everything in our Guru/Shishya 
system. We view them with reverence and respect. They 
represent God's image on earth as the dictum that drives 
so many of us in our instilled in us a value system that we 
carry with us till the end of our days. 

Thank you, Mrs Kamini Musta�i…

The endeavour was not lacking in either commitment or 
effort, �inancial or otherwise. The odds were stacked 
heavily against us.Nevertheless, we will never fail and if 
Mrs Musta�i is no longer with us, her spiritual energy and 
her loving memory drives us to never forget that we will 
always overcome adversities when they stare us in the 
face. 

'To	strive,	to	seek,	to	�ind	and	not	to	yield.'

At a personal level, Kanav Monga and I express our 
gratitude to acknowledge all those from this fraternity of 
Old Cottonians and Teachers who responded to our call for 
help. We came together for the Musta�i Family to lend a 
helping hand and in our prayers. I am truly inspired and 
heartened by the solidarity of our fraternity. 

We progressed through the month, praying and clinging to 
even the most fragile string of hope. Our hands were folded 
in prayer. We held our hands together with more hands 
joining in everyday, until the end. Those beautiful words 
from the School song just kept ringing in any ears 'As true 
as is a brother's love, as close as ivy grows, we'll stand 
foursquare throughout our lives to every wind that 
blows…' 

There is always more to learn from a loss than there is in 
victory. Victory is but a �leeting moment, it is the losses that 
last and build us for what is to come next.  This effort 
reminded us about what we knew, that we are there for 
each other. We must always continue to keep this torch 
alight for others to �ind us wherever they may need help. 
Strength lies in numbers they say, and so many a 
Cottonians came forward to help for the said cause 
especially the batches of 1995, 1998, 2001, 2002 and 
2006. Headmaster	and	Director	attend	the	OCA	lunch	Chandigarh	2021
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I also graciously acknowledge the support of the students 
from St Paul's, Darjeeling. They have our thanks and we 
found another family in the Paulites all united by the 
Musta�i Family. 

Thank you once again, individually and collectively.

Warmly, 

Chezard Bind Abid 
(Ibbetson House, 1987 – 1993) 

Kanav Monga 
(Ibbetson House, 1986 – 1998)

Miss Marie Bonnaud and the Boys of 
BCS, Shimla

Capt.	Vivek	Bhasin,	Lefroy	1961-1970

and	his	family.

November 1999 saw me landing at Heathrow having left 
exotic Costa Rica.I stepped out into England, rain-wind-
rain and more rain whiplashed the pavement and 
drenched me to the bone with ice cold drops dripping 
inside my shirt sending a shiver along my entire body. But 
the 'old country' was special and sentimental for me. It felt 
like returning home and every day I felt more enthused 
with new challenges as Managing Director based in 
Chertsey, Surrey just of the M25 London orbital and 23 
minutes by fast train to London Waterloo. The company 
was building two unique Container vessels in Germany 
and my of�ices had virtual control of these vessels, the 
largest of their type in the world!

London was my kind of place too. Great food, cool rock 
bands, trendy clothes from Carnaby Street, Saville Row 
and shoes from Loakes and Paul Smith and yes, plenty of 
rain and fog, beautiful green lush grass, loads of golf 
courses and connecting with the Old Cottonian network!

Amongst the Cottonian network especially Peter Stringer 
Esq., Allan Gay Niblett Esq. and John Whitmarsh Knight 
Esq., whose late uncle was Senior Master at BCS, these �ine 

gentlemen were my closest, my benefactors and more; we 
met often. John Whitmarsh was my neighbour and we 
thoroughly enjoyed each other's company. I immediately 
dived in to the wonderful world of the OCA (UK) and in 
some years took over Chairmanship. The Seniors at that 
time were mostly British along with a few diehard 
Indians; each and every OC extended warmth and very 
strong feelings for the brotherhood not to mention their 
�iercest memories of BCS. Get-togethers were often 
hosted by the genuine diehard OC Vinod Nanda and his 
wife Rosie, at his place for meetings, these followed by 
leisurely khaana as Pete Stringer Sahib and the seniors 
always wished for an Indian meal at Southall.

It was one September morning in the year 2005, looking 
out of the window on to the garden I saw a diminutive 
little �igure moving about with a pair of clippers pruning 
the rose bushes. Returning home one evening as I entered 
the driveway of the house I saw the little �igure again. She 
was a petite little lady in a red mink coat stepping out of 
her entrance just as I parked. Smartly stepping out of my 
car 'good evening Ma'am' I started as she curtly 
responded 'good evening' and slowly walked towards a 
red Volvo Estate. Getting in she slammed the door, �ired up 
the engine and without a seconds hesitation accelerated 
and shot out of the driveway on to heavy cross traf�ic. 
Horns blaring and brakes screeching all stopped except 
Ma'am, who made a hard right and zoomed off towards 
Walton -on-Thames! Phew! What a zooming wonderful 
introduction. The next few times I saw the Lady I always 
stopped to wish her; she sometimes acknowledged and at 
other times just ignored me as I turned towards my door 
feeling her sharp eyes studying me from behind. 

The	ever	dapper	Capt.	Vivek	Bhasinin	the	centre.
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It was only when I met Bruce, my neighbour did he 
enlighten me that the 'four foot and a fag paper tall' lady is 
Miss Marie Bonnaud. She's tough as nails, keep your 
distance, a safe distance mate. She is temperamental, 
keeps to herself and tinkers around in our garden. Drinks 
loads of milk, lives alone, has no family, drives like a 
maniac, the last lad who lived in yours escaped to 
Thailand without bag-n-baggage as she came after him 
with a witches broom; she just turned 100 and was quite 
chuffed as the Queen sent her a birthday card all with the 
Royal Seal and much regalia,' and that was that.

Wow! I was neighbour to a centenarian living in our midst! 
So how old was the other lady I enquired.

'Oh she's much younger at a sprightly 93.' Bruce replied.

It was in November the same year whilst I was in Port 
Everglades, Florida, USA carrying out a safety audit on 
board a company vessel that my mobile tinkled. 

'Good Morning, Vivek, is that Captain Bhasin' asked a 
harsh lady's voice.

I just couldn't understand who it was.

'I am Marie Bonnaud speaking. 'My neighbour in England, 
calling me for the �irst time, I perked up… 

'Yes Ma'am, quite a surprise to get a call from you.'

'Yes it must be, I think you are not in England as your ring 
tone sounded strange.'

 'Is everything alright?' I asked.

There was a moment's silence and then…

'Captain Bhasin, I was at the front of the �lat looking out of 
the window and saw an automobile crane drive in with 
three men in surgeon coats. They backed in the crane and 
were hooking it to your car. I felt something was not right 
so I ventured out and asked one of them what was going 
on; he said you were sending your car for repairs. I told 
him this sounds not right and they should wait right there, 
so they are waiting but �idgeting.' I was taken aback... 'Miss 
Bonnaud, my car needs no repairs, so who they be?'

'Probably car thieves in disguise; I will tell them to stop if 
not I will call the police..!'

She hung up. That was Miss Marie Bonnaud! Super smart, 
alert, brisk and snappy... ! She saved my car getting nicked!

Back in Weybridge I was returning from the of�ice, 
entering the driveway when I saw Miss Bonnaud outside 
her door surrounded by a man and a woman; it appeared a 
heated interchange with �laying and �lapping arms, the 
lot.

I quickly parked, jumped out and approached the heat.

'Captain Bhasin, please tell the lady and gentleman I am 
completely sound of mine, have all my ducks in a row and 
have been driving for the last 50 years since I got in to 
England.'

As much as I tried to convince the two on Miss Bonnaud's 
professional driving skills…'Motorists beware; elderly 

Lady in red volvo living adjacent could be dangerous to 
others.' They were there asking her to gently surrender 
her driving license. If not they would take it away, 
regardless.That was when Miss Marie Bonnaud ended her 
driving days and her love affair with her red Volvo.

I helped Miss Bonnaud as often as I could with her 
shopping and other errands; our relationship remained 
extremely formal until one evening as I drove in to the 
drive way. I saw her standing at her door beckoning me. I 
smartly jumped out of the car and approached her.

'Where are you from Captain? You don't look English, but 
you're a good looking man.'

'Thank you Ma'am…India Ma'am.' I said...it felt good!

'Are you from Simla?' She asked and I stepped back in 
surprise.

'Yes Ma'am... Simla.' 

'Bishop Cotton School?'

Surprised, startled, suspicious, I mean had she been 
spying on me? Come up to my �lat during my absence, but 
how could she? Or could she?

'Yes Ma'am, from Bishop Cotton... how did you know?' I 
whispered.

She slowly responded.

'I just knew... you see I studied in Tara Hall.' 

I was completely taken aback.

'Ma'am?' I questioned.

'I knew,' she said. 

'You Boys from Bishop Cotton were smart, very smart and 
a lot more. It was your mannerisms, your etiquette that 
gave me a very strong impression. You must be from BCS. 
You boys stood out everywhere. Good Night.'

And she entered her �lat and closed the door behind her.

I just stood there...

I just stood there....

I looked up at the dusk and saw the planet Venus on the 
Western end. That was Miss Marie Bonnaud.

Miss Marie Bonnaud was born in Shimla, studied in Tara 
Hall, worked with Shaw Wallace Shipping Agents in 
Calcutta, played Golf at Fort William Calcutta, came to 
England when she was 50 and stayed out at her �lat in 
Weybridge. She tripped, fell in her �lat, was admitted to 
hospital and later moved into an old age home. She really 
missed her �lat but could never come home again. She 
passed away in 2009 aged 104. She never married.

Capt. Vivek Bhasin
Lefroy 1961-1970
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Quotes 

' I t 	 wa s 	 p robab l y 	 s e l f -
discipline	that	I	really	learnt	
at	BCS.	It	has	carried	me	and	
many 	 other 	 Cot tonians	
through	life's	ups	and	downs,	
triumphs	and	vicissitudes.'

Ruskin	Bond 

Acclaimed	author	Ruskin	Bond.

Old Cottonian - Jeev Milkha Singh was the highest ranked Indian golfer in the world, breaking into the top 50. Singh was 

born in Chandigarh, Punjab, the son of the famous Indian Olympic athlete Milkha Singh. 

Jeev said recently of boarding school life: 'Boarding school life is a special phase. It teaches you to be independent, to fend 

for yourself and if you make a mistake you have to learn to correct it yourself. It also teaches you determination and makes 

you an all-round personality. Since each boarding school has different houses there is a strong tradition of intense 

competition between these houses, especially in sports. There is also great camaraderie between students as it's like an 

extended family. Spending morning to evening together for most part of the year, students especially classmates end up 

having a special bond for life. All these qualities later contribute in achieving success in life.'

India's	ranked	golfer	Jeev	Milkha	Singh

Boarding	 school	 life	

contributes	 to	 success	

later	in	life'

-	Jeev	Milkha	Singh
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Class  Prizes Name  House 

6A Class Prize  Bhavya Jain  C
 Second in Class Prize  Aarav Tushar Wadaskar  L
 English Prize  Aarav Tushar Wadaskar  L
 Hindi Prize  Bhavya Jain  C
 Progress & Application Prize  Nilabh Gupta  C
  Tanmay Mankhand  I
 Good Conduct Prize Aryan Chauhan  C
  Uddeshya Kesarwani  R
   
6B  Class Prize  Tushar Punia I
 Second in Class Prize  Rishit Garg R
 English Prize  Hitarth Ravjani R
 Hindi Prize  Tushar Punia I
 Progress & Application Prize  Nivaan Jain I
 Good Conduct Prize Adhiraj Chauhan I
  Aryansh Mahant R
   
6C Class Prize   Vivek V. S. Birudukota L
 Second in Class Prize  Anmol Agrawal R
 English Prize  Anmol Agrawal R
 Hindi Prize  Yash Raj L
 Progress & Application Prize  Reddy, Pasala Shashank Sai C
  Daksh Pasricha I
 Good Conduct Prize Sarish Mahajan R
  Akhil Aggarwal L
   
7A  Class Prize  Saket Gupta R
 Second in Class Prize  Viraj Kakkar L
 English Prize  Saket Gupta R
 Hindi Prize  Saket Gupta R
 Progress & Application Prize  Shubodhya Verma C
 Good Conduct Prize Akseshwar Singh Heir I
  Shivain Dhingra I  
  
7B  Class Prize  Vihaan Kakkar I
 Second in Class Prize  Shezaan Ali Kaisar R
 English Prize  Joy Zosiama Kalra C
 Hindi Prize  Arush Bansal R
 Progress and  Anhadbeer Singh Brar L
 Application Prize 
 Good Conduct Prize Rajveer Singh Bragta R
  Japman Singh Bhasin I
   
7C Class Prize  Aradhya Sultania R
 Second in Class Prize  Dhruv Chhapria L
 English Prize  Aradhya Sultania R
 Hindi Prize  Dhruv Chhapria L
 Progress & Application Prize  Garvit Chopra C
 Good Conduct Prize Atharva Jalan I
  Prabal Pratap Singh Cheema I
   
8A Class Prize  Shaan C
 Second in Class Prize  Kushagra Priya I
 English Prize  Kushagra Priya I
 Hindi Prize  Shaan C
  Siddharth Singh Karhanan C
  Aditya Singh C
 Good Conduct Prize Garv Kher R
   
8B Class Prize  Reyansh Aggarwal I
 Second in Class Prize  Arush Gupta L
 English Prize  Reyansh Aggarwal I
 Hindi Prize  Reyansh Aggarwal I
 Progress & Application Prize  Arush Gupta L
 Good Conduct Prize Daksh Dadu L
   
8C Class Prize  Saarthak Gupta I
 Second in Class Prize  Sarthak Kad L
 English Prize  Saarthak Gupta I
  Sarthak Kad L
 Hindi Prize  Saarthak Gupta I

ANNOUNCEMENT LIST (161��  SPEECH DAY)  DECEMBER 2020     
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Class  Prizes Name  House 

 Progress & Application Prize  Gopesh Bansal R
 Good Conduct Prize Drishtpreet Singh Drover R
  Arsh Siddiqui L
   
9A Class Prize  Sahib Singh Tiwana R
 Second in Class Prize  Saksham Singla C
 English Prize  Arin Jain C
 Hindi Prize  Shree Ram Singla R
 Progress & Application Prize  Rehan Bhagirath I
 Good Conduct Prize Yashraj Rohta C
   
9B Class Prize  Parv Rajesh Agrawal I
  Aryan Sinha R
 English Prize  Parv Rajesh Agrawal I
 Hindi Prize  Parv Rajesh Agrawal I
  Aryan Sinha R
  Teerth Bansal C
 Progress & Application Prize  Vishawjeet Singh Negi C
 Good Conduct Prize Geetansh Pasrija I
   
9C Class Prize  Prabal Pratap Singh C
 Second in Class Prize  Naunidha Singh Sawhney I
 English Prize  Naunidha Singh Sawhney I
 Hindi Prize  Naunidha Singh Sawhney I
  Prabal Pratap Singh C
 Progress & Application Prize  Kartikay Choudhary L
  Eshaan Gupta I
 Good Conduct Prize Shivij  Grover I
   
10A Class Prize  Aryaman Sood L
 Second in Class Prize  Adit Tandon C
 English Prize  Laldintaluanga C
 Hindi Prize  Adit Tandon C
 Progress and A Prize  Mayank Barala I
  Laldinsanga Fanai C
 Good Conduct Prize Sumit Sikri C
  Devansh Khare L
    
   
10B Class Prize  Saksham Virmani R
 Second in Class Prize  Udit Jain R
 English Prize  Akhash Drona R
 Hindi Prize  Udit Jain R
 Progress & Application Prize  Malsawma Hauhnar C
 Good Conduct Prize Yuvraj Mittal C
  Rabideep Singh C
  Shreyansh Thakur R
  Ashwin Tyagi R
  Nimish Vyas L
   
10C Class Prize  Raghav Khurana I
 Second in Class Prize  Aradhya Goyal C
 English Prize  Raghav Khurana I
 Hindi Prize  Raghav Khurana I
 Progress & Application Prize  Rayhaan Singh Sandhu I
 Good Conduct Prize Anhad Goyal I
  Priyamvad Sharma L
   
11 Class Prize  Aaftaab Singh Sidhu L
 Second in Class Prize  Vaibhav Nagpal I
 English Prize  Ikshit Diwan R
 Hindi Prize  Karan Pal Kalia L
 Good Conduct Prize Rishabh Puri R
   
12 Class Prize  Shreyansh Kumar C
 Second in Class Prize  Chirag Rana L
 English Prize  Shreyansh Kumar C
 Hindi Prize  Saurav Mehta R
 Progress & Application Prize  Piyush Bhagat I
 Good Conduct Prize Chirag Rana L

-109-



Class  Prizes Name  House 

3 Class Prize, Hindi Prize Suhaas Aggarwal L 
 Second Prize, English Prize  Sabhya Chauhan  C 
 Progress and Application Prize  Yuvraj Singh R 
 Good Conduct  Prize  Gurkiran Singh  C 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize   Ashwin  Talwalkar  C 
   
4A Class Prize, English Prize  Zorawar Singhal  C 
 and Hindi Prize
 Second Prize Aaryan Jain  I 
 Progress & Application Prize Oneir  R 
 Good Conduct Prize Mridul Anand  L 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize Shourya Sood  R 
   
4B  Class Prize, English Prize  Yuvan L 
 & Hindi Prize
 Second in Class Prize  Neetiraj Ranawat R 
 Progress & Application Prize Khushal  I 
 Good Conduct Prize Siddhant Kumar  I 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize   Harshwardhan  R 
   

Class  Prizes Name  House 

5A Class Prize  Jaimal Singh Brar C
 Second Prize & English Prize  Rehan Pansari  C
 Hindi Prize Shaurya Chauhan  I 
 Progress & Application Prize  Samarth Setia  L 
 Good Conduct Prize Soham Sakhuja C 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize  Shaurya Walia  I 
   
5B Class Prize, English Prize & Korounganb Raj Kumar  C 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial  Prize  
 Second Prize and Hindi Prize  Aditya Goenka  I
 Good  Conduct Prize Shivank Kabu  R 
 Progress and Application Prize Atharva Agarwal R 
   
5C  Class Prize, English Prize &  Saarsanth Philem  C 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial  Prize  
 Second Prize Pratyush  Gupta L 
 Hindi Prize Aarav Gupta C 
 Progress & Application Prize Arav Raj Singh  I 
 Good Conduct Prize Raj Harsh Vardhan Singh  L 
 Best All Rounder of  Saarsanth Philem  C 
 Junior School  

ANNOUNCEMENT LIST (161��  SPEECH DAY)  DECEMBER 2020     
JUNIOR  SCHOOL CLASS PRIZES ~ 2019 

Class  Prizes Name  House 

3 First in Class Prize, English  Riyansh Dogra  R 
 Prize, Hindi Prize & 
 Dr. Renu Kamra  Memorial Prize  
 Second in Class Prize  Samraat Manocha  R 
 Progress & Application Prize  Yash Raj Singh  C 
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Ayan Bhambhu I 
  Mithil Nair  I 
   
4 First in Class Prize, English Prize Arnav Kakakr  L 
 Second in Class Prize  Ashwin Talwalkar  C 
 Hindi Prize &  Sidharth Digvijay S Negi  L 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize 
 Progress & Application Prize   Sparsh Sharma  R
 (Shared)  Gurkiran Singh  C 
 Good Conduct Prize  Sabhya Chauhan  C 
   
5A First in Class Prize  Samarth Sushil  I 
 Second in Class Prize & English Prize  Rushan Kakkar  I 
 Second in Class Prize and Hindi Prize  Shourya Sood  R 
 Progress & Application Prize Krinay Goel  C 
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Sheffa Prajwan  L 
  Neetiraj Ranawat R 
 Dr. Renu Kamr Memorial Prize  Zorawar Singhal  C 
   
5B  First in Class Prize, Hindi Prize & 
 Dr.  Renu Kamra Memorial Prize Ayaan Goyal  L 
 Second in Class Prize and English Prize Josh Zolian Kalra  C 
 Progress and Application Prize Smarth Sharma  R 
 Good Conduct Prize Topachand Chongthan  R
   
5C The Best All Round Student of  Chaitanya Anand  L 
 the Junior School for the year 2021 

ANNOUNCEMENT LIST (162��  SPEECH DAY)  21st OCTOBER 2021    
JUNIOR  SCHOOL CLASS PRIZES ~ 2019 
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ANNOUNCEMENT LIST (162��  SPEECH DAY)  25TH  OCTOBER 2021    
MAIN  SCHOOL CLASS PRIZES ~ 2020 - 2021  

Class  Prizes Name  House 
   
6A First in Class Prize, English  Soham Skhuja  C 
 Prize  and  Hindi Prize  
 Second in Class Prize  Aditya Goenka  I 
   
 Progress & Application  Dhruvansh Kumar  I 
 Prize (Shared) Syon Siddhartha Mahanta I 
 Good Conduct Prize  Hriday Agarwal  R 
   
6B First in Class Prize , English  Saarsanth Philem  C 
 Prize & Bruce Reading Open
 Prize for the year 2020 and 
 The All Round Best Student of 
 the Middle School  for 
 the year 2021     
 Second in Class Prize   Ojas Kathuria  L
 & Hindi Prize 

 Hindi Prize & 1st Position  Aarav Gupta  C 
 in Inter - House English  Arav R.Singh  I 
 Elocution for the year 2020 Atharva Agarwal R 
 Hindi Prize (Shared)  Raj Harsh Veer Singh  L 
  Samarth Setia  L 
  Zorawar Singh Chauhan  R 
   
 Progress & Application Prize  Atharav Bhagirath  L 
 & Hindi Prize   
 Good Conduct & Hindi Prize Abhimun Goel L 
   
6C First in Class Prize  & Hindi Prize  Arhann Chhabra  I    
 Second in Class Prize (Shared)  Aryan Kumar Singh  L 
  Korounganba Raj Kumar  C 
   
 English Prize & Hindi Prize Aryan Kumar Singh  L 
  (Shared)   
 Progress & Application Prize Samarth Bansal R 
   
 Progress & Application Prize  Hunarbir Singh  R 
 & Good Conduct Prize  
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Daivik Chaturvedi C
  Shivnank Kabu  R
   
 1st Position (Shared) in Inter -  Tejas Kumar  R 
 House English Elocution for 
 the year 2020  
   
 Bruce Reading Open Prize  Abhaynoor Singh  C 
 for the year 2021 
   
 2nd Position in Inter - House  Korounganba Raj Kumar  C 
 English Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2020 
   
 3rd  Position in Inter - House Arhan Chhabra I  
 English Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2020 
 1st Position in Inter - House Shaourya Sood R  
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2021 
   
 2nd Position in Inter - House  Zorawar Singhal  C
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2021 
   
 2nd Position in Inter - House  Rushan Kakkar  I 
 Elocution Intermediate Division 
 for the year 2021 
   
 2nd Position in Inter - House Arya Jain  I
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2021   
   

Class  Prizes Name  House 

7A First in Class Prize, English,  Anmol Agrawal  R 
 Hindi Prize & 1st Position 
 (Shared) Inter - House English 
 Elocution Intermediate Division 
 for the year 2020  & 2nd Position 
 in the Inter - House English 
 Elocution for the year 2021 
 Second in Class Prize (Shared) Ayush Chopra  C
  Rajvir Singh Bedi  L 
 Progress & Application Prize Jai Tehlan  R 
 Good Conduct Prize  Sarish Mahajan  R
   
7B  First in Class Prize, English  Aarav Tushar Wadaskar L 
 rize, Art Prize for Colour & 
 Depth in Middle School, 
 First Position (Shared) in  
 Inter -House English Elocution 
 Intermediate Division  and  
 Bruce  Reading Open Prize 
 for the year 2020 
 Second in Class Prize Tushar Punia  I 
 English Prize Kabir Mansukhani  R 
 Hindi Prize Shaurya Anil Rathi  C 
 Progress & Application Prize Raushan Khemani  L 
 Good Conduct Prize  (Shared)  Akhil R
  Jaivir Singh Sandhu  I 
   
7C  First in Class Prize , English  Ruderveer Singh Jishtu  L 
 Prize  & Commendation for 
 HM's Special Prize for Art  2020 
 Second in Class Prize &  Devansh Singla C
 Hindi Prize  (Shared)  
 Hindi Prize  (Shared)  Anshul Gupta  L 
 Progress & Application Prize  Yasir Naeem L 
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Prav Dayal Madail  R 
 &  Middle School Art Prize for 
 landscape  
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Aryan Chauhan  C 
 
 Bruce Reading Open Prize for  Samarth Bansal  R
 the year 2021 & 3rd Position 
 in Inter - House English 
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division  for the year 2021  
   
 2nd Position in Inter -  Aaron Kennedy  C
 House English English 
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2021 
   
 1st Position in Inter -  Rajveer Kochhar  R 
 House English English 
 Elocution Intermediate 
 Division for the year 2021 
 and The Walawalkar  Award 
 for Good Conduct Middle 
 School for the year 2021  
   
 The Krishna Chhatwal Best  Kabir Sharma  L
 Sports Person of the Middle  
 School for the year 2021   
 Bruce Reading Open Prize  Jayaditya Subedhar C
 and 1st Position (Shared) 
 in Inter -House English  
 Elocution  for Intermediate 
 Division for the years 2020 
 and 2021  

 3rd Position in Inter - House  Abhimanyu  Kalita   I 
 English  Elocution 
 for the year 2021 
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Class  Prizes Name  House 
 
8A First in Class Prize,  Hindi Prize Dhruv Chhaparia  L 
 Second Prize  & English Prize  Saket Gupta  R 
 Progress & Application Prize  Mitansh Mayank Mishra I 
 Good Conduct Prize  Japman Singh Bhasin  I 
   
8B First in Class Prize,  English  Viraaj Kakkar L 
 & Hindi Prize  
 Second in Class Prize    Abhyuday Bansal  L 
 & Hindi Prize  
 Hindi Prize  (Shared)  Ahaan Sood  L 
  Dipangshu Swami  I 
  Garvit Chopra C 
  Harshit Sharma  I 
  Mudit Jindal  I 
  Saanidhya Singh  C 
  Vansh Rajta R 
   
 Hindi Prize (Shared) and  Pranay Bansal  L 
 2nd Position in Inter - House 
 English Elocution Senior 
 Division for the year 2021 
   
 Good Conduct Prize, Hindi Prize  Atharv Bassi L 
 & HM's Special Prize for Art in 
 Middle School  
 Progress & Application Prize  Pushpit Chayal  C 
 Middle School Art Prize  Aditya Sinha  R
   
8C  First in Class Prize, English   Kush Chuchra R 
 & Hindi Prize   
 Second in Class Prize   Atulya Sood L
 & Hindi Prize
   
 English Prize , Good Conduct  Joy Zosiama Kalra C
 Prize, 2nd Position in  Inter - 
 House English Elocution  
 Intermediate Division and 
 Bruce Reading Open Prize  
 for the year 2020  
   
 Hindi Prize (Shared)  Arush Bansal  R 
  Chingkheinganba  Raj Kumar  C 
  G.S. Brar  L 
  J. Agarwal  R 
  S. Chattopadhyay C 
   
 Hindi Prize and 1st Position  Harshit Chhalani  R
 in Inter - House English 
 Elocution intermediate 
 Division for the year 2020, 
 and 1st Position in Inter - 
 House English Elocution 
 Senior Division for the year 2021  
   
 3rd Position in Inter - House  Rajveer Bragta  R
 English Elocution intermediate 
 division  
 Hindi Prize, Good Conduct Prize Shivain Dhngra  I   
 and Vishwanath Reading Prize 
 for the year 2021 
 Progress & Application Prize Ritvik Bhandari  L
   
 3rd Position in Inter - House  Vihhan Kakkar  I 
 English Elocution in Senior 
 Division for the year 2020 - 2021 
   
9A First in Class Prize  Viraj Bhudhiraja  L 
 & English Prize   
 Second in Class Prize Krishiv Chhabra  I 
 Hindi Prize & Good  Garv Kher R
 Conduct Prize   
 Progress & Application Prize  Devaansh Gupta  C 
 (Shared) Zorawar Singh Choudhary  C 
 Good Conduct Prize Rayirath Makkar I 
    

Class  Prizes Name  House 

9B  First in Class Prize  Mudit Agarwal I 

 Second in Class Prize ,  Shaan  C 
 English Prize, 2nd Position 
 in Inter - House English 
 Elocution Senior Division 
 and Vishwanath Reading 
 Open Prize (Shared) 
 for the year 2020  
   
 Hindi Prize  & Yash Bhati  L 
 Good Conduct Prize   
 Hindi Prize &  Panav Bansal  R 
 Progress & Application Prize  
 English Prize  Krish Garg I 
 Progress & Application Prize  Siddharth Singh Karhana  C 
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Arush Gupta L 
  Pradyut Bhimsaria  R 
   
9C First in Class Prize ,  Sarthak Kad  L 
 English Prize, Hindi Prize, 
 3rd Position in Inter - 
 House English Elocution 
 for the year 2020 and 1st 
 Position in the Inter - House 
 English Elocution Senior Division
 for the year 2021 and 3rd 
 Position in Inter - House Hindi 
 Debates  
 Second in Class Prize Shrey Verma C 
 Hindi Prize Rushant Makkar I 
 Progress & Application Prize  Anhad Pratap Singh Gill C 
 Good Conduct Prize Yatish Bansal  L
   
 HM's special prize for Art in Ranveer Singh Kochhar  R  
 Senior School, Vishwanath 
 Reading Prize for the year 2020 
 and 2021 and the Bayliss 
 Colours and Full School Blazer 
 for the year 2021
 
10A First in Class, English,  Hindi  Arin Jain  C
 & Progress & Application  Prize, 
 Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award 
 for achieving 90% and above in 
 ICSE (2021) Examination  
   
 Second in Class Prize & English  Shree Ram Singla  C 
 Prize, Bhumitra and Anup Singh 
 Award for acieving 90% and 
 above in ICSE (2021) 
 Examination 
 Hindi Prize  Sahil Malik  C 
 Good Conduct Prize Mandeep Lather  R 
   
10B First in Class Prize, English  Aryan Sinha  R 
 Prize,   Hindi Prize, Hansraj 
 Art Prize & 3rd Position in 
 Inter - House English Elocution 
 for the year 2020 and Bhumitra 
 and Anup Singh Award for 
 achieving 90% and above in 
 ICSE (2021) Examination 
   
 Second in Class Prize and  Parv Rajesh Agrawal  I 
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh 
 Award for acieving 90% & above
 in ICSE (2021)  Examination
  
 Progress & Application Prize  Raunak Garg L 
 and Bhumitra and 
 Anup Singh Award for 
 ahcieving 90% and above in 
 ICSE (2021) Examination 
  Good Conduct Prize and  Geetansh 
Pasrija  I 
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh 
 Award for achieving 90% & above 
  in ICSE (2021) Examination 
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Class  Prizes Name  House   
 
10B Hansraj Art Prize for  Sridhan Tulsiyan  R 
 Perspective  
   
10C First in Class Prize,  English  Danish Kalotra C 
 Prize,  Hindi Prize and 2nd 
 Position in Inter - House 
 declamation for the year 2021 
 & 3rd Position in the Inter - 
 House English Elocution for 
 the year  2020 and Bhumitra 
 and Anup Singh Award for 
 achieving 90% and above in 
 ICSE (2021) Examination 
   
 Second in Class Prize & Hindi  Prabal Partap Singh  C 
 Prize and Bhumitra and 
 Anup Singh Award for achieving 
 90% and above in ICSE (2021) 
 Examination  
   
 English Prize , Hindi Prize ,  Shivij Grover  I
 Art Prize for Silhouette 
 (Black & White)  and 
 1st Position in Inter - House 
 English Elocution Senior 
 Division and Vishwanath 
 Reading Prize for the year 2020 
 and Bhumitra and Anup Singh
 Award for achieving 90% and 
 above in ICSE (2021) 
 Examination and Colours and 
 Full School Blazers in Bayliss
 for the year 2021. 
   
 Progress & Application Prize Uday Sharma  I 
   
 Good Conduct Prize  (Shared)  Vidip Kukreti  C 
  T.S.Kaushal  L 
   
 Art  Prize for Colour and  Depth  Naunidha S. Sawhney  I 
 in Senior School and 1st Position 
 in the Inter -House English 
 Elocution Senior Division for 
 the year 2020 and 1st Position 
 in the Inter - House English 
 Declamation and Extempore 
 the year 2021 and Bhumitra 
 and Anup Singh Award for the 
 Topper of  the ICSE 2021 
 Examination and Colours and 
 Full School Blazer in Bayliss 
 for the year 2021 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh Award Teerath Bansal  C
 for achieving 90% and above in 
 the ICSE 2021 Examinations.   
   
 Durrant Reading Open Prize for  Shrey Agarwal  R 
 the year 2021 & 2nd Position in 
 Inter - House Declamation and 
 Extempore for the year 2021  
 and Bhumitra and Anup Singh 
 Award for achieving 90% and 
 above in the ICSE 2021 
 Examinations.   
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Arin Jain  C
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021 
 Examinations   
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Saksham Sushil  I 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021 
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Hardik Agrawal C 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021 Examinations 

Class  Prizes Name  House  
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Nishant  R
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh Debargho Swami  R  
 Award for achieving 90% 
 And above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Sahind Singh Tiwana  R
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations
 
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Dikshit Garg  L 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Hriday Sethi  I 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Areeb Siddiqui  L 
 Award for achieving 90% and 
 above in the ICSE 2021 
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Arjun Kalia  R 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021 
 Examinations   
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh Rudra  I 
 Award for achieving 90%
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Harneet Singh Wahla  L 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations   
   
 Bhumitra and Anup Singh  Vedant Dabur  L 
 Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ICSE 2021
 Examinations  
   
 2nd Position in Inter -  Manan Rawat  R
 House English Elocution 
 for the year 2020.   
   
 1st Position in Inter - House  Kushagra Priya  I 
 English Elocution for the year 
 2020 and 3rd Position in the 
 Inter - House Elocution Senior 
 Division for the year 2021
    
11 First in Class Prize, English  Udit Jain  R 
 Prize , 1st Position in Inter - 
 House English Declamation 
 and Extempore 2021, The 
 Durrant Reading Open Prize
 for the year 2021 , Devendra 
 Dutt Gupta Open Prize for 
 Politics and Government  for 
 the year 2021, Shakespeare 
 Open Prize for the year 2021, 
 Dr. Renu Kamra Memorial Prize 
 for The Best Debator in English 
 for the year 2021 , The Sardar 
 Sohan Singh Memorial Prize for 
 Punjabi for the year 2021 and 
 Colours and Full School Blazer
 in Academics and Bayliss 
 for the year 2021 
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Class  Prizes Name  House   
  
 Second in Class Prize and  Akash Drona  R
 The Durrant Reading Open 
 Prize for the year 2020,  
 Anderson Essay Open Prize 
 for the year 2020, Shakespeare 
 Quiz & Essay  Open Prize (Shared) 
 for the year 2021, The Hailey 
 Literature Open Prize (2021) 
 & Anderson Open Prize for the
 year 2021 , Colours and Full 
 School Blazers in Academics 
 for the year 2021 and 
 M.M. Wilson Award for 
 Integrity and Good Conduct 
 for the year 2021. 
   
 Hindi Prize (Shared)  Abhimanyu Chauhan R 
  Keshav B. Sood R 
   
 2nd Position (Shared) in  Yashraj Rohta  C 
 Inter - House Declamation 
 and Extempore for Class 11 
 for  the year 2021  
    
 2nd Position (Shared) in Inter  Deep Bose  C 
 - House Declamation and 
 Extempore for Class 
 12 the year 2021  
  
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)   Nimish Vyas  L 
 and 2nd Position in Inter - 
 House English Debates  
 for the year 2021  
   
 Good Conduct Prize (Shared)  Priyamvad Sharma  L 
   
 The Devender Dutt Gupta Guneet Singh Sidhu  I  
 Open Prize for Politics and
 Government & The Ramesh 
 Suthoo Economics Prize, 
 Colours and Full School Blazer 
 in Games for the year 2021 
   
 The Best Cottonian Award  Laldintluanga  C 
 for the year 2021 
   
 Colour and Full School Blazer  Mayank Barala I 
 in Games and Sports, 
 The Bhumitra Award for  
 The Best Sportsman of the 
 year 2021 and S.M. Jain 
 Centenary Award for the
 School Captain 2021  
  

Class  Prizes Name  House   
 
12 & First in Class Prize and  Aaftaab S. Sidhu L 
ISC Bhumitra & Anup Singh 
(2020) Awards for the  Toppers 
 of ISC 2021 Examinations 
   
 Second in Class Prize and  Vaibhav Nagpal  I 
 Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award 
 for achieving 90% and above 
 in the ISC 2021  Examinations 
   
 English Prize ,  Bhumitra &  Scott Lalrosanga Pachuau  C 
 Anup Singh Award for achieving 
 90% and above in the ISC 2021 
 Examinations. 
   
 Hindi Prize,  Bhumitra & Anup  Karan Pal Kalia  L 
 Singh Award for achieving 
 90% and above in the 
 ISC 2021  Examinations. 
   
 Progress & Application Prize  Sumer S. Sandhu I 
   
 Good Conduct Prize  (Shared),  Vishesh Dadu  I 
 Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award
 for achieving 90% and above in 
 the ISC 2021  Examinations 
   
 Good Conduct Prize  (Shared) ,  Ikshit Diwan  R 
 Shakespeare Open Prize for the 
 year 2021 & The Durrant 
 Reading Open Prize for the year 
 2020 and Bhumitra & Anup 
 Singh Award for achieving 90% 
 and above in the ISC 2021
 Examinations 
   
 Hailey Literature Prize for the  Yash Yadav R
 year 2020 and Bhumitra & 
 Anup Singh Award for achieving 
 90% and above in the ISC 2021 
 Examinations 
   
 Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award  Tanmay Khandelwal  
 for achieving 90% and above 
 in the ISC 2021  Examinations. 
   
  Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award  Yuvraj Singh 
 for achieving 90% and above in 
 the ISC 2021  Examinations  
   
 Bhumitra & Anup Singh Award  Sarvodaya S.J.B.Rana  
 for achieving 90% and above in 
 the ISC 2021  Examinations 
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Salvette 2020
R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

40 I AYAN BHAMBHU 3

41 C VIRAAJ BHAREDI 3

96 L SAMRAAT MANOCHA 3

104 R RIYANSH DOGRA 3

155 C YASH RAJ SINGH 3

224 I VIRAT YADAV 3

343 L CHANAKYA SIROHI 3

501 R MAYANK CHAUDHARY 3

624 I MITHIL NAIR 3

115 I AARAV ARORA 4

220 L CHAITANYA YADAV 4

260 L ARNAV KAKKAR 4

493 I VAIBHAV KHETAN 4

588 I IRFAN HYDER 4

645 L PALAKSH JAIN 4

37 L VIVEK KUMAR 5

56 R HARNEK SINGH SOHAL 5

60 L KARAN LORIA 5

78 R TOPACHAND CHONGTHAM 5

91 L MANSIRAT SINGH 5

153 R SHORYA BHATNAGAR 5

214 C ADHIRAJ MADHOK 5

231 C YAZAT RAO 5

256 I SAMRATH SACHDEVA 5

339 I RUSHAN KAKKAR 5

401 R DARSH KUMAR GOENKA 5

472 R KAVYANSH BANSAL 5

498 C TARUN NARAYAN LOHIA 5

524 C ADITYA GUPTA 5

569 C RANINDER SINGH DHILLON 5

578 I SMARTH SHARMA 5

584 I KUSHARAG SHARMA 5

130 I SYON SIDDHARTHA MAHANTA 6

281 L VINEET DAHIYA 6

299 R MANRAJ SINGH GROVER 6

509 L ATHARAV BHAGIRATH 6

556 R HUNARBIR SINGH 6

621  DHRUVANSH KUMAR 6

639  TEJVEER SINGH BEDI 6

23 L RAFEY HUSAIN 7

264 I SHIVESH GROVER 7

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

285 C DEVANSH SINGLA 7

353 L RAJVIR SINGH BEDI 7

371 R JAI TEHLAN 7

389 L AMANDEEP 7

435 C AYAANSH SINGAL 7

441 R BHAVYA MEHTA 7

514 I PRANEET SINGH ANAND 7

519 C ARYAMAN DOKANIA 7

545 R AKHIL 7

662 I ARIHAN KHATRI 7

72 C SAANIDHYA SINGH 8

138 C ABEER KAMRA 8

147 I SHUBHANK GUPTA 8

316 L RITVIK BHANDARI 8

317 R ADITYA RAJ SINGH 8

322 C PUSHPIT CHAYAL 8

346 R AKSH GUPTA 8

368 L PARTH GUPTA 8

388 R RAGHAV CHOUDHRY 8

467 C ANAY GUPTA 8

530 I MUDIT JINDAL 8

532 C KANHA SARRAF 8

551 L ATULYA SOOD 8

559 I RITVIK GARG 8

619 C AARAV ARNEJA 8

675 C ZORAWAR SINGH CHAUDHARY 9

634 R KESHAV B SOOD 11

657 C DEEP BOSE 11

865 I ADIT PARMAR 11
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R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

82 C AVIGHANA DWIVEDI 3

173 I AMRIT RAJ 3

210 L YADID VERMA 3

511 R AARNAV BANSAL 3

30 C SHAURYA SAGAR PANDEY 4

35 C AARAV TIWARI 4

363 C ARJUN MAHIPAL 4

489 I KONARK DENGRI 4

574 I YATHAARTH SARAF 4

656 L GURANSH SINGH SIDHU 4

691 C MUKUND YADAV 4

694 C GUNIT YADAV 4

84 L SHIVANG CHHABRA 5

201 R VANSH GUPTA 5

238 L CHAITANYA SHANDILYA 5

314 R AYAAN JUNEJA 5

340 L ISHAAN JHA 5

531 I VIKRAM ADITYA SHARMA 5

533 C NATHAN XAVIER 5

544 R RISHAAN NANDAN 5

625 C KABIR SINGH BRAR 5

626 I PARTH 5

631 R SHAURYA SINGH 5

688 R RIDHIK JAIN 5

701 R SHORYA PARTAP KHATANA 5

54 L HAREKAM SINGH KALER 6

69 L NAKSH BHALLA 6

142 R ARYAVEER KOCHHAR 6

184 C ABHAYNOOR SINGH 6

185 I AARAV NARANG 6

216 R VANSH BHARDWAJ 6

327 C AVRAT SINGH 6

387 I ARBAAZ SINGH SEKHON 6

495 R NAITIK GOEL 6

650 L SATYAM KUMAR GHIRIYA 6

719 I HEMANT KUMAR 6

120 I ARNAV 7

127 R RAJVEER KOCHHAR 7

212 C YASH TIWARI 7

252 C TANMAY BANSAL 7

261 I PRATHAM AGGARWAL 7

291 I PREM KUMAR 7

305 C PURHAN YADAV 7

348 L KUNDALIYA SWAYAM 7

354 I RUSHAAN DOKANIA 7

372 I JAIADITYA KILHORE 7

378 C HASHPREET SINGH 7

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

380 C ARNAV AGRAWAL 7

410 L AYAAN SETH 7

449 C AGAM SINGH 7

475 L RAGHAVENDRA MEHROTRA 7

484 L LALDINZUALA 7

521 C AARON SEAN KENNEDY 7

548 L AMAN RAJ 7

618 C MANTHAN SINGH JAMWAL 7

674 I ABHIJATO CHATTERJEE 7

745 I ANSH GOEL 7

39 I MANAV JEET SINH 8

272 C NEEV AGARWAL 8

356 I ABHIMANYU KALITA 8

365 L SAHIL KILHORE 8

474 R KESHAV TYAGI 8

476 R HRIDAY GUPTA 8

560 C SAIYAM JAIN 8

716 R KHETAN KHATANA 8

237 R AMOGH MATHUR 9

397 I SAMRAT SINGH 9

442 C KRISHNA ROCHLANI 9

487 L MANIT AWASTHI 9

720 I BOBBY DHIR 11

721 C KAAVYA BANDHU 11

728 L DEVANSH SHARMA 11

729 I ADVITYA SARIN 11

748 I SATVIK NAYAR 11

Salvette 2021
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Valette 2020
R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

5 C JATIN AHLAWAT 12 

53 I SARVODAYA S.J.B. RANA 12 

94 R RISHABH PURI 12 

137 I RANA MADHVINDER SINGH 12 

161 I VISHESH DADU 12 

188 R YUVRAJ SINGH 12 

215 I VAIBHAV NAGPAL 12 

282 I SUMER S SANDHU 12 

308 R YASH YADAV 12 

334 R IKSHIT DIWAN 12

Ikshit Diwan Sarvodaya Rana Arav Sood Arnav Jreat Karan Pal Kalia

Sumer S SandhuRishabh Puri Scott Pachuau Vishesh Dadu Yuvraj Singh Walia

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

469 L AAFTAAB S SIDHU 12

647 C ARAV SOOD 12 

725 C SCOTT LALROSANGA PACHUAU 12 

727 R YUVRAJ SINGH WALIA 12 

789 R SAARTHAK SOOD 12 

878 L KARAN PAL KALIA 12 

914 C TANMAY KHANDELWAL 12 

940 L ROUNAK AGARWAL 12 

961 L ARNAV JREAT 12 

993 R ANUJ SONI 12
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Valette 2021
R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

111 I KARNI SINGH 12

124 C ADIT TANDON 12

176 L DEVANSHH KHARE 12

278 R AAKASH DRONA 12

311 I ANHAD GOYAL 12

325 I MAYANK BARALA 12

431 L PRIYAMVAD SHARMA 12

465 L SHANTANU SINGH RAO 12

468 R VAIBHAV BANSAL 12

497 L ARYAMAN SOOD 12

510 R UDIT JAIN 12

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

617 C LALDINTLUANGA 12

634 R KESHAV B SOOD 12

652 C AARAV AGRAWAL 12

657 C DEEP BOSE 12

663 L YASHWARDHAN KAROL 12

747 I GUNEET SINGH SIDHU 12

865 I ADIT PARMAR 12

942 L NIMISH VYAS 12

954 R ABHIMANYU CHAUHAN 12

966 L KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH 12

996 I NAMAN CHAUHAN 12

Aakash Drona Aarav Agarwal Abhimanyu Chauhan Adit Parmar Adit Tandon Anhad Goyal

Aryaman Sood Deep Bose Devansh Khare Guneet Singh Karni Singh Kirtivardhan Singh

Mayank Barala Nimish Vyas Priyamvad Sharma Shantanu Rao

Udit Jain Vaibhav Bansal Yashwardhan Karol

Laladintluanga
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RETIRED STAFF LIST
NAME DESIGNATION DATE OF  DATE OF  REASON

  JOINING LEAVING   

MR. N. D. BHATT TEACHING 1/7/2004 18/3/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. A. K. CHOURASIA TEACHING 12/3/1994 1/10/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. RAJNEESH CHAUHAN TEACHING 20/5/2002 25/1/2021 PASSED ON

MR. ASEEM KUKRETI TEACHING 1/5/2000 10/10/2021 PASSED ON

MR. S. C. JASWAL ADM STAFF 1/5/1979 6/6/2020 SUPERANNUATION

MR. MATHEW JACOB ADM STAFF 1/1/1993 13/4/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. SOHAN SINGH ADM STAFF 1/7/1979 10/6/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. SATINDER S. NEGI ADM STAFF 1/4/1995 4/8/2020 PASSED ON

MR. RAJINDER SINGH MINISTERIAL STAFF 1/8/1984 15/12/2020 SUPERANNUATION

MR. DEEP CHAND MINISTERIAL STAFF 1/5/1976 15/1/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. KAMAL MINISTERIAL STAFF 1/6/1995 15/6/2021 SUPERANNUATION

MR. DILABAR MINISTERIAL STAFF 15/3/1984 15/10/2021 PASSED ON
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Mr. Virbhadra Singh, Ex-Chief Minister, H.P. with 
Mr. Vikramaditya, Mr. Weale, Mr. K.C. Anand-2020 

The Legendary Raja Saheb: 

When the news of veteran Congress Leader Raja Saheb's 
demise due to multi organ failure, reached out to the 

thpublic in the wee hours of morning on 8  July 2021, a wave 
of sadness wept over the entire state of Himachal Pradesh. 
An era of a great statesman, who literally dominated the 
Himachal Pradesh's political scenario for almost six 
decades, came to an end, after battling prolonged illness 
bravely and left a huge void in the State's political �ield as 
no other political �igure enjoyed such a mass appeal.

Son of late Raja Sir Padam Singh of Bushahr State and late 
rdRani Shanti Devi, he was born on 23  June 1934 at 

Sarahan, District Shimla. He did his primary schooling 
from Col Brown Cambridge School, Dehradun and came 
back to study in St Edward's School at Shimla brie�ly. 
Thereafter, he joined middle school at Bishop Cotton 
School, Shimla in the year 1947. He became the Ibbetson 
House Captain and went on to �inish his main School in 
1951. Interestingly, Raja Virbhadra Singh was the First 
Secretary of Old Cottonians Association Delhi Branch, 
which was formed in the year 1952. He graduated in B A 
(Hons.) from St Stephen's College, Delhi and later did his 
Masters.

He was married to Rattan Kumari, Princes of Jubbal, on 
th28  May 1954 and was blessed with four daughters 

Rajkumari Jyotsna Kumari, Rajkumari Anuradha Kumari, 
Rajkumari Abhilash Kumari and Rajkumari Meenakshi 
Kumari. Unfortunately, Maharani Rattan Kumari Singh 

thdied due to illness on 27  September 1983. He re-married 

thPrincess Pratibha Kumari of Keonthal (Junga) on 28  
November 1985 and was blessed with a Son Vikramaditya 
Singh, who is also a Cotonian and is currently an M L A 
from Shimla – Rural and a daughter Rajkumari Aparajita 
Singh. 

An avid agriculturist and horticulturist, he was never 
interested in politics and always wanted to become a 
professor. But one day in 1962 he received a phone call 
from Lal Bahadur Shastri, which changed his life 
completely. 

In an interview he quoted – 'Shastriji said I had to meet 
Pandit Nehru. I didn't know what I had done, but I came to 
Delhi and went to Teen Murti Marg, where Indiraji met me 
and took me to Panditji. He was clever man, he quizzed 
me, tested my knowledge with questions about Himachal 
Pradesh, about democracy and the next thing I knew I was 
given a ticket to �ight the Lok Sabha Election,  which I won. 
I was only 25 then.'

His vast Political experience speaks volumes when 
compared to other politicians of our country. He was 
President (elected) Himachal Pradesh Congress 
Committee in 1977, 1979, 1980 and from August, 2012 to 

rdDecember 20212; elected to 3 LokSabha in 1962, 
threelected to 4 LokSabha from Mahasu Constituency, 

th th th5 LokSabha in 1967, 6 LokSabha in 1971, 7 LokSabha in 
th th1980 and 15 LokSabha (8  term) in May 2009 from 

Mandi Lok Sabha Constituency. He remained loyal to his 
political Party the Indian National Congress throughout 
his lifetime.

He remained Member – Estimates Committee, Lok Sabha, 
Railways Convention Committee Chairman – Petitions 
Committee, Lok Sabha; Deputy Minister – Tourism and 

st thCivil Aviation, 31  December 1976 to 24  March 1977; 

Obituary
With Fond Memories
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th thMinister of State for Industries, 11  September 1982 to 8  
th thApril 1983; Union Minister of Steel – 28  May, 2009 to 19  

January 2011 and Union Minister of Micro, Small and 
thMedium Enterprises (MSME) from 19  January 2011 to 

th26  June 2012. He was Elected to the State Legislative 
Assembly in October 1983 (by- election); reelected in 
1985 from Jubbal – Kotkhai Assembly Constituency, in 
1990, 1993, 1998, 2003 and 2007 from Rohru Assembly 
Constituency and in 2012 from Shimla Rural Assembly 
Constituency. Remained Chief Minister, Himachal 

th th rdPradesh, from 8  April, 1983 to 5  March, 1990, 3  
rd thDecember, 1993 to 23  March, 1998 and from 6  March, 

th2003 to 29  December, 2007; Leader of Opposition, 
March 1998 to March 2003; and Chief Minister of the 

thHimachal Pradesh for the record sixth time from 25  
thDecember, 20212 to 26  December 2917. He was 

threelected to the thirteenth Vidhan Sabha (9  term) in 
December, 2017 from Arki Assembly Constituency. 

His Favorite pastime was reading and gardening and he 
had a good command over Urdu, English and Hindi. He 

thtravelled abroad frequently as a Member: 9  Indian 
delegation to the General Assembly, United Nations, 1976 
and led various parliamentary and govt. delegations 
to U K, U S A, France, Germany, USSR (now Russia) 
Afghanistan, Nepal, Ghana, Yugoslavia, Guinea, Senegal, 
Lebanon, Kuwait, Syria and Egypt. Also traveled to various 
other countries of Europe, America, Middle East and Far 
East.

Raja Sahib took part enthusiastically in many a social and 
Cultural Activities and remained. Associated with 
numbers of social and cultural Activities and remained 
associated with numbers of social and cultural 
organization till his death. He remained Chairman – 
Pradesh SahityaSamelan; President – Sanskriti Sahitya 
Samelan and Friends of Soviet Union (now Russia) Society 
(H P State branch); While studying in Bishop Cotton 
School he had developed a great love for Spots and 
dramatics which he carried on even after his graduation 
and was a Member of Indian International Centre, New 
Delhi and Amateur Dramatic Club Gaiety Theatre, Shimla. 

Raja Virbhadra Singh was bestowed with many awards 
and Honours during his Lifetime. The Indian Army 
felicitated him with the rank of an Honorary Captain. He 
was awarded 'Silver Elephant' for contribution in Scouts 
and Guides Movement. He received the Golden Peacock 
Environment Leadership Award by a London based 
Institute of Directors for Contribution of  Promotion of 
Environment, Eco – tourism, Wild Life, Environment 
Governance and banning of Plastic bags in Himachal 
Pradesh. He also received a National Award of Excellence 
in Agricultural Marketing.  

Ashwani Virk
Old Cottonian – Rivaz House

Mr. Aseem Kukreti

I want to �irst of all extend my gratitude to the Director, 
Headmaster, my colleagues and dear Students, who have 
gathered in the holy trinity chapel to honour Mr Kukreti, a 
person who was liked and cherished by many of us. The 
amount of people who have shown up at his funeral 
yesterday to pay their last respects is only a testimony to 
the lives he personally touched.

All of us have known him in a variety of roles: colleague, 
friend,mentorand fatherly �igure for many old and 
present boys. 

I have been privileged to know Mr Kukreti since the year 
2000. It is within this context I speak from and share of the 
greatness of this man. He was an extraordinary noble soul 
and a great friend. He was always willing to go out of the 
way to help anyone.He had a remarkable sense of humor 
and was a great comrade.

Our teacher and friend Mr Aseem Kukreti was well known 
and loved for many things: certainly for the clarity and 
sharpness of his intellect, for the generosity and gaiety of 
his spirit, for the quickness of his wit, for the merriment 
and laughter that he bestowed on any gathering, 
effortlessly with grace and kindness. His sense of humour 
could lighten up any tense room. He was a great 
conversationalist with a socially amicable personality 
and was admired by one and all in his friend's circle. A 
phenomenaltable tennis and billiards player, Mr Kukreti 
was a great cook and a connoisseur of all �ine things in life. 
His cooking skills were extremely popular amongst the 
boys from the Upper Sixth. He was an outright team player 
and a thorough professional. I was fortunate enough to 
know Mr Kukreti very closely and his demise is not only a 
personal loss to me but for the entire institution as well.

Those of us who knew him will miss him.

Praveen Dharma
Admin Of�icer

House Master: Rivaz House
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Mr. Rajneesh Chauhan, 
the Man with a Million 
Dollar Smile
There are times in our lives when 
words can't do enough for us; 
w h e n  n o  l a n g u a g e  c a n 
comprehend the reality that 
laughs on our faces. No thesaurus 
and no dictionary can give us the 
word that we are looking for. 
Maybe it is silence that does the talking, and we are forced 
to listen- it is like sitting in a classroom while waiting for 
the school bell to ring. But why is that we understand this 
when it is too late- when the bell has rung, and the echoes 
have gone? Maybe that's why we should pay more 
attention to the lessons taught beyond the classroom; 
lessons that don't require the intervention of chalks and 
blackboards and books and grammatical mistakes. And 
sometimes, our teachers wrap these lessons between 
chapters and notes and assignments making us think that 
there is something about teachers. There is a friend that 
exists in a teacher; a glimmering passion waiting to convey 
each chapter that life has taught them; each chapter that 
needs to be passed on. There is something about teachers, 
something more than teaching. And there is no better 
example of the above stated lines than Mr Rajneesh 
Chauhan, who, unfortunately, isn't here with us anymore. A 
son, a husband, a father and a teacher who will always 
remain in our thoughts and prayers.A man to whom this 
eulogy can do no justice.

Childhood and college

Mr Chauhan was born in Kotgarh to Mr Jagdish Chauhan 
thand Mrs Sushila Chauhan on 6  September 1964. When he 

was merely two years old, an unfortunate incident took 
place, his father passed away in a tragic car accident. He 
was raised by a single mother, who de�ied the odds women 
were subjected to in rural Shimla. As a child, he was 
sincere, sensitive and polite as well as an avid reader, 
qualities that grew up to his adulthood. In 1972, at the age 
of eight, he was enrolled into Bishop Cotton School, Shimla. 
He was a student of exceptional caliber and immense 
curiosity. Apart from academics, he was extremely 
passionate for basketball and cricket as well as roller 
skating, well, especially roller skating. He was so 
enthusiastic towards roller skating that whenever 
students were sent to the Mall Road, he would spend all his 
money on roller skating. Apart from roller skating, 
basketball was his strong suit and he made it to the school 
basketball team. He was one of the sharpest and gifted 
individuals among his peers, showing impressive 
performance in the classroom as well as the �ield. In the 
year 1981, Mr Chauhan passed out from BCS, Shimla.

After �inishing school, he graduated (Bachelor's in Arts) 
from DAV College, Jalandhar. He completed his Master's in 
Arts (political science) from Himachal Pradesh University 

and his B.Ed from Indira Gandhi National Open University. 
He got married in the year 1992 to Mrs Utra Chauhan- a 
lovely affair indeed. Mr and Mrs Chauhan had two sons- 
Sanchit Chauhan born in 1994 and Sarthak Chauhan in 
1999. Mr Chauhan cherished his family life greatly and was 
beyond grateful for his many blessing.

Career

Mr Chauhan joined Bishop Cotton School, Shimla in the 
year 2002 as a political science and history teacher, when 
the school head master was Mr Kabir Musta�i. Before 
joining BCS, he was a teacher at Pinegrove School, 
Dharampur. With immense vigor and passion, he threw 
himself into his work and was greatly respected and 
cherished by his colleagues as well as his students. 

Mr Chauhan always held a certain bond with his students. 
Maybe it was his boyish eyes that refused to age. Maybe 
because he himself was once a student at Bishop Cotton 
School (batch of 1981). Maybe it was his fondness for 
children. Or maybe it was all the right reasons, many that 
we never knew. He wasn't just another history and political 
science teacher. He didn't just pour lectures on a 
democratic state and the Mughal sultanate but narrated to 
them stories that left a larger impact- one of those outside 
the classroom lessons. Excelling inside the class is noble 
indeed but understanding what happens outside that very 
room is much more important. And that is exactly what Mr 
Chauhan preached and practiced. He wanted his students 
to grow into gentlemen through and through; maybe he 
saw a part of himself in them- an old Cottonian to the young 
ones. 

Mr Chauhan's habit of voracious reading was still at large. 
He would always have a copy of Wilbur Smith or Jeffrey 
Archer or Dan Brown. He was a man of culture who didn't 
just restrict himself to humanities and popular literature, 
but also carried a certain interest for architecture and a bit 
of poetry, and of course teaching. He was immensely 
devoted to his students and would always look out for their 
wellbeing. He wasn't the strictest of teachers, if we are 
being honest, but he didn't require that severity either; his 
articulation and devotion were more than suf�icient. He 
had a quality that many of us never acquire, or loose it on 
the way- patience. He always had a composure 
surrounding him, certain warmth that is one of the rarest 
attributes to preserve. 

Mr Chauhan was one of the few distinct people you 
encounter in life, who are stand tall and smiling to 
whatever adversities life bring to you. For him it was 
always about giving the best to life, rather than taking the 
best from it. His energy will always be present among us, 
and so will the principles he followed throughout his life. 

Sanchit Chauhan
Old Cottonian
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Mrs. Kamini Musta�i, 
with Heartfelt 
Gratitude 
Kamini was a rare gem, an 
unsung visionary, who created 
and built, for the sheer joy of it, 
u n m i n d f u l  o f  a p p l a u s e  o r 
recognition. For all of us, all who 
w e r e  b l e s s e d  t o  h ave  h e r 
friendship and counsel, she was 
the spark which ignited deeper 
insights within us, transforming us in the process. Being a 
psychologist, she understood the vagaries of the human 
mind, and she was therefore compassionate in her 
approach to people and life. Being with her was to be 
infused with her love and passion for justice. She 
perceived a gross injustice in the exclusion of children 
with special needs and was strongly driven to rectify this 
'wrong'. 

Native American cultures believe that both good and bad 
dreams �ill the night and the dream-catcher 'catches' the 
good dreams and ideas in its web. Kamini was a dream-
catcher par excellence. I had the honour and privilege to 
work with her as she stormed bastions to make her own 
vision a reality. In the process we learnt valuable life 
lessons of how to dream fearlessly and focus on that goal 
to the exclusion of all else. The way to connect with 
something much larger and beyond oneself and the utter 
joy and magic you receive from that connection.She had 
this amazing quality of recognising people's strengths and 
making them believe in themselves… of being able to 
inspire each person who came in touch with her. It was 
always fun to be with her, to absorb her energy and marvel 
with wonderment at the clarity and all inclusiveness of 
her vision. 

She singlehandedly established the Learning Centre for 
special children in Bishop Cotton School, Shimla and 
thereby gave this historic institution its soul. It certainly 
was not easy, there were obstacles and resistance from all 
sides, but Kamini was undeterred and unshakeable. She 
put her job on the line and fought tooth and nail for making 
it a reality. Thus the foundation for the disability chapter 
in Himachal Pradesh, was laid by her.To understand the 
greatness of her achievement we have to put it in context. 
Disability had a stigma attached to it and there was a lack 
of acceptance for integration, way back in 1995-96. The 
Disability Act of 1996 was merely on paper, but Kamini 
had already integrated children with cerebral palsy, 
dyslexia and other learning dif�iculties into the 
mainstream in BCS, Shimla. 

She saw the need to make a place for those disadvantaged 
children, who had fallen through the cracks of both the 
education and welfare nets. What better way to do this 
than to lead by example. Thus the idea of the Centre came 
about. She wanted it to be the �irst step in a long long 

journey towards inclusion. Everyone was sceptical but 
there was no stopping her. She got two of us regular 
teachers, got us trained, got a classroom in the Junior 
School and admitted ten children with varied disabilities 
and we had opened shop. She poured her energy into 
dispelling all doubts and reservations and making the 
Centre the happiest place in the school. Very soon the 
regular students started gravitating towards this joyful 
centre, it was open house there. Dancing, singing, outings 
made our kids thrive. It was a treat to see them blossom. 
She used her in�luence and position to open doors for the 
children. Trips to the Mall, movie hall, hotels etc. were 
organised under her aegis in order to create awareness in 
society at large. Gradually a sort of acceptance for the 
Centre and its children was evident. 

The Learning Centre grew to become the focal point from 
where more arms grew to reach other neglected areas for 
the disabled. Kamini dreamt big and scoffed at every 
impossibility. It was her mission and she was in a hurry to 
make this �irst step impactful and permanent. Once TLC 
was established the need for a platform where special 
children could meet and compete was felt. She formed a 
loose organisation of the few NGOs working in this area in 
Himachal, and the Festival of the Differently Abled (FODA) 
came into being. All these organisations brought their 
children from far off places such as Nahan, Mandi, Una, 
Dharamshala, Solan and Shimla district to participate. 
This brought children, families,  caregivers and 
organisations dealing with disability, all together on a 
common platform. The hope this generated was palpable. 

There was a cultural program, sports events speci�ically 
designed to cater to every disability and a Mela with 
games for the kids. It was a huge success…the children had 
never experienced such joy and fun. Kamini wanted each 
child to return laden with gifts, goodwill and love. We had 
as many as three hundred participants by the third year of 
its inception. The entire Junior School was converted into 
a dormitory to accommodate all the teams and the entire 
staff and student community of BCS, Shimla was on duty. 
Kamini worked tirelessly to achieve this, and I think that 
all of us who worked with her gained in many ways; it 
made us better human beings. 

Once this was done Kamini was concerned with 
empowering the parents of special children and of 
creating trained staff for the work ahead. We counselled 
the parents and eventually that bore results. She helped 
them to establish Udaan, the parent NGO in Shimla. She 
then collaborated with the National Trust and a special 
school Pehchaan was set up by the TLC in New Shimla. The 
funds came from the trust, the school was run by Udaan 
and we in the TLC supported and facilitated the process 
until 2005, when they took over independently. Today 
both the Udaan and Pehchaan have grown tremendously 
and are doing excellent work in providing education, 
employment and support to children with disabilities. 
Eventually the Special Olympics Chapter of HP took off 
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from the same spark ignited by Kamini, and her support. 
ABHI, which is an organisation which runs a Counselling 
and Therapy Centre in Shimla also owes its existence to 
Kamini Musta�i. This organisation has been formed by the 
staff of TLC, BCS, who were trained by Ma'am herself.  

In order to train teachers and caregivers for the task 
ahead, the TLC ran a certi�ied special education course 
with the Rehabilitation Council of India and MPBOU 
(Madhya Pradesh Bhoj Open University). Many of the 
trained personnel in Pehchaan, ABHI, and other 
organisations in HP received their training in our special 
education course. Parent training and mother support 
were also a special part of our program in TLC and were 
started under Kamini's watch. To have achieved so much, 
in such a short time is no small feat. Within six years of the 
establishment of the Learning Centre in BCS, Shimla in 
1998, all this had happened.To have been by her side, as 
her admiring assistant, working with her at every step, 
has been one of the greatest blessings of my life. Her 
constant tutoring and loving friendship has been an 
uplifting experience for me. She believed in me and 
pushed me to achieve much more than I was motivated to. 
Her in�luence over everyone has been transforming and 
for me those times are deeply cherished. They were the 
happiest times of my life. 

By overthinking a problem we further complicate it and by 
focussing on the 'problem' we just get involved in �inding 
solutions and tie ourselves to the task of problem solving; 
never really getting anywhere. While the problems of 
disability and integration of children in schools was still 
being discussed and debated and ways of doing this were 
being worked out Kamini was unique in her delightful way 
of overriding the entire problem with a 'Just Do It' 
approach. She once gave me a broach that said 'Children 
First' and that in a nutshell was her own brilliant solution. 
Children with disabilities are �irst children, focus on the 
commonality rather than the differences and provide 
them the environment ANY child needs to grow and 
developand for that they need friends and access to 
school. Just see them as kids and put the rest aside, was 
both brilliant and sublimely divine in its concept. Even 
today I �ind that we overcome all barriers for our children 
when we focus on their common human needs rather than 
the differences. They are children after all and their 
childhood gets lost behind the monster of disability. They 
get labelled and forgotten. Kamini went all out, no holds 
barred, to create a space where the ultimate goal of 
inclusion was possible. 

Kamini, you made the very experience of life, a living 
wonder; made me experience the bliss of giving and the 
utter joy of moving away from oneself. You once wove a 
dream for me with your exquisite embroidery. I cherish 
that as your living memory and it has already manifested 
in the form of the ABHI Centre. For me, and I'm sure I speak 
for many others; you were the living embodiment of these 

profoundly moving words of George Herbert (1633):  

Teach	me	my	God	and	King

In	all	things	Thee	to	see,

And	what	I	do	in	anything

To	do	it	as	for	Thee.

To	scorn	the	senses	sway

While	still	to	Thee	I	tend,

In	all	I	do	be	Thou	the	way,

In	all	be	Thou	the	end. 

Kamini, you were the Elixir…God's Chosen One… and are 
sorely missed. Rest in peace my dear friend.

  

Neerja Shukla 

 

Mr. Satinder S Negi

Mr Satinder S Negi passed away 
thdue to illness on 4  August 2020. 

H e  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  a d m i n 
stdepartment on 1  April 1995 and 

diligently served the school for 
t w e n t y  � i v e  y e a r s  a s  t h e 
stationary incharge. His untimely 
death is mourned by the BCS, 
Shimla family and we pray that 
his soul rest in peace. 

Mr. Dilawar Singh

The purest way to discover your 
inner self is to lose yourself in the 
service of others. The people who 
serve society act as an epitome of 
humanity and the least we can do 
as a community is truly respect 
their contributions. The BCS, 
Shimla community suffered a 

thmajor setback on the 15  of 
October 2021 with the passing 
away of Dilawar Singh, a janitor working in the main 
school of�ice. His loyalty was evident through his thirty 
�ive year tenure at BCS, Shimla and it's indeed 
heartbreaking that he left us prior to his retirement. The 
cottonian community and his family residing in Shimla 
will miss his presence immensely.

Aakash Drona
Rivaz House Prefect 2021
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