




I was asked to write a little bit about myself for this 
year's Cottonian and did so not knowing the school 
would then become 'locked down' for the next eight 
months. I have since reviewed what I wrote and I think 
it still stands true.

I guess I should start at the beginning. I was born and 
educated in the middle of London. My father, a proud 
Welshman, was an academic at Imperial College, where 
he was a lecturer in the Chemical Engineering 
department. My mother was the driving force in the 
raising of the four Weale children – three boys and one 
girl. We have all gone on to follow fairly conventional 
careers – a soldier, a doctor, a computer analyst and, of 
course, a teacher.

I went to school in Central London and in 1985, I was 
fortunate enough to go to Oxford University to study 
Modern History. I was also able to gain a place in the 
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university cricket team and meet Rebecca, who has now 
been my wife for twenty-eight years.  She has had a 
varied career working in PR, journalism and 
communication for Government Departments. 
Somewhere in between she gave birth to our three 
children! Rebecca will be heading admissions and 
external relations at BCS, Shimla. 

My �irst teaching job was at a government school, the 
Judd School, Kent.  I then worked in various schools 
around London before being appointed Headmaster of 
Shebbear College in Devon in April 2013. I think it is 
only when you �irst sit in the chair behind 'the desk' that 
the special history of a school and the numbers of 
people you are responsible for really comes home.  At 
Shebbear, I was welcomed into a strong community 
that shares many similarities with BCS, Shimla.  During 
my time there we were able to build two fantastic new 
buildings and raise the school's academic and sporting 
reputation.  It was a period of my life I will always 
cherish. I have that same feeling now – it is an honour to 
work at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla and to help take it 
to the next stage of its history.

In 2018, our son followed our daughter to university 
and we felt it was time for a new challenge.  Our 
decision to move on from Shebbear coincided almost 
exactly with the amazing opportunity to come to 
Shimla.  As you may be aware, I visited BCS, Shimla 
twice before I started.  This gave me a good insight into 
the school and it is evident that like all great schools 
BCS, Shimla is built  on strong relationships.  
Relationships between the key stakeholders – the boys, 
the staff, the parents and of course the old boys.  It is 
also clear that Shimla is very proud of its school.

Another clear strength has been the leadership over 
time of Mr Robinson and the Board of Governors.  The 
school has a strong base from which to grow because 
they have been so careful in managing the school's 
resources and building an infrastructure for the future.

So what next? As a school leader, people ask you for 
your vision for the School.  Well BCS, Shimla already has 
a vision. 

Simon D Weale, Director
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla
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The school mission statement says: BCS,	 Shimla	
strives	 to	 achieve	 and	 maintain	 the	 highest	
standard	 of	 excellence	 in	 its	 programme	 of	 total	
education,	 empowering	 men	 rooted	 in	 India's	
heritage	 to	 live	 as	 committed	 and	 good	 human	
beings	contributing	positively	to	the	country.	That 
statement stands the test of time.

My initial task is to establish exactly what that 
statement means in 2020 and if we are not there, then 
to produce a plan as to how we are going to get there.  
In the coming months we will do that by asking the 
different stakeholders – parents, pupils, OCs, teachers 
etc. for their views before putting together that plan.

I will start from the basis that BCS, Shimla is an Indian 
school – it is not a British school.  Clearly it has British 
roots, but it can't be what it was and it can't stay what it 
is. We must have a global appeal and we must 
remember we are an English speaking school for that 
reason.  BCS, Shimla boys are also known for their 
discipline and their manners – this must remain.

We must be an outstanding school in every respect.  I 
think the factors that create an outstanding school are 
universal.  Outstanding schools in every continent 
have common features.  We should be self-critical 
enough to know when aspects of what we do are not 
outstanding, but we should also look for accreditation 
elsewhere to prove we are among the best.  A brand is 
what other people think of you – if we are to be the best 
school in India, it is for others to say, not us.

The building blocks are certainly in place at BCS, 
Shimla for any new development.  The school has a 
palpable sense of community.  Much of this is based on 
the fact that we are a residential school.  Boarding 
means we have to learn to live together and it 
encourages people to learn how to get on with one 
another – even if they are not immediately drawn to 
one another.  It also allows the school to control 
aspects of modern day life – like screen time – not so 
easily controlled at home.  That control also includes 
the healthy lifestyle the boys should enjoy in the 
relatively clean air and the space of the campus. We 
cannot wait until we can get the boys back here.

The chapel also provides another key part in forging 
our community spirit.  Regardless of our personal 
faith, the magni�icent building brings us together and 
encourages re�lection.  Our meetings also help develop 
other noble and universal virtues such as compassion, 
hope and faith.

After that it is for the Bishop Cotton leadership team to 
ensure that we are excellent in every way. Our quality 

of teaching must be of the very highest standard and 
our boys must understand how they learn effectively. 
We must develop a BCS learner pro�ile and encourage 
our students to use the language of learning.  I have 
been musing on the habits we want at BCS, Shimla - 
perhaps we could call them the Shimla Seven – our boys 
must be organised, inquisitive, re�lective, open-
minded, courageous, resilient and creative. We will 
debate these before committing to them.

Our pastoral care must be world class so that the boys 
at school are happy and healthy and well looked after.   
We must teach mental health resilience to cope with 

stthe 21  century.

Our curriculum must be modern, challenging and 
holistic and we must embrace technology. The teams 
who represent us on the sports �ield and in debating 
and other competitions must be formidable and well 
coached opponents.

We also need to understand that the great schools of 
the world produce global citizens, who understand the 
serious challenges facing the human race. They are 
focusing on sustainability and giving pupils the chance 
to be innovative, entrepreneurial and future ready 
when it comes to technology. The education mantra we 
should follow is one of 'lighting �ires not �illing buckets.'

Now you will have your own view about how close we 
are to those goals at the moment.  The most important 
factor which I sense is the collective will for us to 
achieve those aims. I look forward to working with you 
towards the collective goal in squeezing every ounce of 
potential out of our boys.  Time to roll the sleeves up…

Simon D Weale
Director

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla
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The year 2019 is marked with a lot of farewells from 
both the staff and the students alike, whom this 
institution will surely miss. Yet, amongst all those 
goodbyes, we strive to look forth to the future and 
welcome it with open arms. Thus, over the course of 
two days the school did the same and invited the next 
Director Appointee, Mr Simon Weale to India and to 
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla. For his reception the 
staff and the student put in a lot of efforts in order to 
make him comfortable. Outgoing Headmaster, Mr R C 
Robinson, did an excellent job over the course of 16 
years but sadly all things must end sometime thus he 
graciously passed on the baton to his successor. 

Mr Weale's arrival in the school along with his radiant 
th

wife Mrs Weale was marked on the morning of 30  
August 2019 with a Guard of Honour by the three wings 
of the NCC. After that our Director Appointee, 
accompanied by the Board Members Mr D C Anand 
(OCA President emeritus) and Mr Anil Mehra 
(Chairman Finance- Board of Governors), were 
introduced to the staff and the boys of BCS, Shimla by 
Headmaster Robinson. A special Chapel service was 
also held in his honour and the congregation was 
addressed by the outgoing Headmaster as well as the 
Director Appointee. After that Mr Weale was escorted 
by the Board Members and the Headmaster for a 
campus tour. 

Welcoming	
Mr Simon Weale
Director Bishop Cotton School, Shimla
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stThe next day i.e. 31  August 2019 Mr Weale was invited 
to the School for a cultural event in the evening. The 
event began with an invocation by the School Choir. The 
boys of the Junior School amazed us all with their 
performance, which had a Rajasthani theme. After that 
it was time for the Middle School children to amaze the 
Director Appointee with their entertaining pahadi	nati 
(traditional Himachali dance).  Just when the crowd 
thought the evening couldn't get any better, it was the 
time for the Main School boys to perform. The crowd 
was �ixed on thrills as we gave them constant doses one 
after the other in the form of a play (An Irish 
Engagement), a hip-hop dance performance and in the 
end an exhilarating bhangra performance. Hence, the 
cultural event successfully concluded impressing the 
viewers.

After the amazing event, the staff along with the boys of 
UVI had a buffet dinner with Mr Weale in the Main 
School dining hall. Thus concluded the welcome of our 
future Director into the BCS, Shimla family.

Raghav Khurana
Ibbetson House

XC
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It is always dif�icult to pen a letter of farewell, however 
now having put down our thoughts, let this page recall 
your towering presence at BCS, Shimla with fond 
memories. On behalf of the BCS, Shimla family, allow me 
to thank you for everything you have done for the 
School during your long tenure as the Headmaster from 
2004-2019. Your leadership has helped strengthen our 
resolve to better ourselves as educators and shapers of 
the future. We have learnt several professional skills, 
spiced with humanism and coupled with meticulous 
diligence after having witnessed the manner in which 
you effortlessly ran this age old institution. In effect the 
precedent that you set in the discharge of your duties as 
the Head of the Institute is inspirational for everyone. 

Headmaster Robinson's colossal presence in BSC, 
Shimla will be missed by all; albeit we shall try and 
emulate the lessons he has taught us as teachers. In our 
doing so he will be there in spirit throughout. Recalling 
a few achievements to his credit that bettered the BCS, 
Shimla family, I would like to mention the judicious 
manner in which he had tackled the strike of 2009.  
Thereafter he concentrated on strengthening the 
discipline and academics of the School to bring it to the 

Farewell 

Mr Robinson
number one position in India and started with the 
students and teachers exchange programmes. 
Furthermore the School  saw infrastructural 
developments like the laying of grass on the second �lat, 
fencing of the periphery, repairing of the forest road, 
refurbishment of the main school class rooms and 
dorms, renovating the Irwin Hall, the School Museum, 
the War Memorial and the Staff Room. Through his 
initiative the kitchen was modernised and made state 
of the art. Under his ministration, a new teacher's 
accommodation was constructed outside the school 
premises. He also patronised the formation and tours of 
the Motorcycle Club of BCS, Shimla, a �irst of its kind in 
India, whose members are solely academics and allied 
staff. 

On behalf of the faculty and the admin I thank you once 
again for being a great example setter, whose steps it 
would be rather dif�icult to follow in. We wish you a 
pleasant and eventful superannuated life.

Sabya Sachi Ghosh
Middle School Coordinator
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It gives me immense pleasure in introducing as our 
Chief Guest this morning, an eminent personality in the 
�ield of education - Mr George Ivan Gregory Mann.   

Mr Mann is the Principal of Carman Residential & Day 
School, Dehradun. He is also a Nominated MLA for the 
Anglo-Indian Community of Uttarakhand State. Mr 
Mann graduated with English Honours from 
St Stephen's College, Delhi and did his post – 
graduation in MA – English from the Garhwal 
University. During his schooling years he participated 
in Elocutions and Debates and played all games 
especially Football and Badminton. He has a keen 
interest in Music and in projects entailing Social 
Service, especially care for the elderly in society. Mr 
Gregory Mann belongs to a family of educationists. His 
father along with his mother founded the Carman 
Residential & Day School in Dehradun in the year 1961 
where he is currently the Principal. Furthering the 
cause of  social  service,  his  school  supports 
underprivileged children in their education by 
providing �inancial and moral support whenever 
possible. He has also taken over the responsibility as 
part of a team to undertake the proper maintenance of 
the Christian graveyard which is part of the heritage of 
Uttarakhand. He is presently also involved in 
promoting sports in Kunjagrant village especially in 
volleyball and wrestling. He is a keen naturalist with a 
special love for nature and animal life. 

Mr Mann holds the position of Secretary of the 
Association of the Uttarakhand Heads of Anglo-Indian 

Schools. He has held this position for the last 13 years. 

He was also the Vice-President of the Heads of the 
Dehradun Council Schools Association from 1997-
1999 and then took over as the President of the 
Association from 1999-2000. During his tenure, he 
conducted various meetings and seminars for the 
Heads of the Institutions.  He served as Vice-President 
of the All India Heads of Anglo-Indian Schools 
Association from January 2010 to January 2011 and 
then as the President from January 2011 to January 
2012.  He is also a Member of the Board of Governors of 
a few schools in Lucknow and Dehradun and the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of The Presidency 
International School, Dehradun. He is presently one of 
the Conveners for the ICSE Examinations, New Delhi. 
Mr Mann has served as an Associate Member to the 
State Wildlife Advisory Board. He is currently serving as 

s t
the nominated 71  MLA for the Anglo-Indian 
Community of Uttarakhand State from May 2017 till 
date.    

Mr Mann is a proud recipient of several awards namely 
the 'Uttaranchal Ratan' awarded by the All India 
Conference of Intellectuals, the 'Rashtriya Shiksha 
Samman Puraskar by the All India Business Community 
Foundation, New Delhi. The UNESCO club, Doon Valley 
(East) conferred him with an award for his talents and 
distinguished services in the �ield of Education. He was 
given the 'Shramjivi Ratan' for Education by the 
Shramjivi Patrakar Union of Uttarkhand. He was also 
awarded with the 'Uttarakhand Gaurav Samman' in 

Speech Day 2019
thHEADMASTER'S REPORT AT THE 160 ANNUAL SPEECH DAY

stON THE 1  JUNE 2019
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2014 by Dev Vimal Herbal Heritage Educational 
Society. In 2014, the Rotary Club of Dehradun awarded 
him with the 'Teacher of the Year Award'.    We are 
indeed honored today to have him in our midst on this 

thvery auspicious occasion – the 160  Annual Speech Day 
of the School. May I request all to please put your hands 
together for our Chief Guest Mr Gregory Mann. 

There were a few sad moments in 2018 owing to the 
sudden demise of some ministerial staff members and 
one of our students. Shri Neelu and Shri Jia Lal who 
worked in our Sports Department passed on during the 
year. In a very tragic accident, one of our students 
Krishna Chhatwal of Class 7 ironically lost his life while 
returning from the Kumbh Mela. His beloved parents 
have instituted an award in his memory for the 'Best 
Sports Person of the Middle School'. The �irst recipient 
of this award is Rehan Bhagirath. Thank you 
Mr & Mrs  Chhatwal. We pray for all the departed souls 
to rest in peace.        

The year 2018 as usual began in mid February with the 
examination classes returning to us to be �ine tuned for 
the Board Examinations that were scheduled to 
commence later that month.

The school achieved good results at the ISC and ICSE 
levels in the Year 2018. The School sent up 29 students 
for the ISC (Year 12) examinations of which all but two 
were awarded pass certi�icates with �irst division 
marks. Two students achieved second division marks.  
Of the 29 students that appeared for this examination 2 
of them achieved aggregate percentages of 90% and 
above with 93.8% being the highest which was 
achieved by Karan Godara. 19 students achieved 80% 
and above and the class average stood at 80.5%. At the 
ICSE (Year 10) Examination the school presented 45 
students and all achieved pass certi�icates with �irst 
division marks. Of the 45 students that appeared for 
this examination 13 of them achieved aggregate 
percentages of 90% and above, with Dhruv Bhagat 
scoring the highest with 93%. 22 students achieved 
80% and above and the Class average stood at 85.2%. 
Well done boys. You have done yourselves, your 
parents as well as the school proud.

In the recently published results of 2019, the school 
achieved good results yet again at the ISC and ICSE 
levels. The school sent up 26 students for the ISC (Year 
12) examinations of which all the students were 
awarded pass certi�icates with �irst division marks. Of 
the 26 students that appeared for this examination 6 of 
them achieved an aggregate percentage of 90% and 
above with Dev Tyagi and Achintya Wason both scoring 
93.3% which was the highest. 13 students achieved 

80% and above and the class average stood at 81.7%. I 
am immensely proud to announce that two students 
namely Dhananjay Karol and Anshul Jakhar scored 
100/100 in Political Science, a subject which is 
extremely dif�icult to score full marks in. Another 
student named Balbhadra Singh scored 100/100 in 
P.Ed.  Well done boys !

At the ICSE (Year 10) Examination the school presented 
42 students and all achieved pass certi�icates with �irst 
division marks. Of the 42 students that appeared for 
this examination, 11 of them achieved aggregate 
percentages of 90 % and above, with Aaftaab Singh 
Sidhu scoring the highest with 95.2%. 20 students 
achieved 80% and above and the Class average stood at 
83.9%. I am once again proud to announce that Aaftaab 
Singh Sidhu scored a full 100/100 in EVS, again a 
subject dif�icult to score in. Congratulation boys and 
well done!

In a very exhaustive survey that ranked various schools 
in India, I would like to state that Bishop Cotton School, 
Shimla was ranked No. 3 in the All India Boys 
Residential Schools category in the Education World 
India School Rankings for 2018. The survey was 
conducted over 600 of India's most high pro�ile schools 
on 14 parameters; some of them being academic 
reputation, faculty competence, leadership quality, 
sports education etc. We also are the No. 1 All Boys 
Boarding School in the State of Himachal Pradesh. The 
Awards Night took place at The Leela Ambience, 

th th
Gurgoan on the 28  & 29  September 2018 where this 
honour was conferred on the school. I would further 
like to stress on the fact that the achievements of our 
boys in academics has been without any private 
tuitions, and where the boys under our care here are 
encouraged to participate in a wide variety of activities, 
so that they are not only academically sound, but also 
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have a well rounded personality; something that very 
few, if any, among other schools could boast about or of. 
A big thank you is due to the teaching faculty and 
especially those involved with the pre-board and board 
examination classes, as also those that do the 
spadework with our children at the Junior & Middle 
School levels without whose pains and constant labour 
this achievement would not have been possible. Well 
done members of the teaching faculty.

In the pursuit of academic success, children sometimes 
need a break from the classroom and an opportunity to 
release their pent up energy. While academic success is 
no small feat, students who participate in at least one 
extracurricular physical activity are proven to reap 
more bene�its than those who do not exercise regularly. 
Engaging in sports activity each day helps improve 
students focus on school work as well as help them lead 
happier and healthier lives.

Our  school  Sports  Department  managed by 
Mr R S Dhaliwal and assisted by Mr Gurprit Singh and 
Mr Dinesh Kumar ensure that every child attains 
maximum physical �itness levels and participates in one 
or the other sport or game. Through sports and games 
the students are able to accumulate a whole host of 
skills and abilities. Leadership, teamwork, con�idence 
and self-reliance are the big character focuses. Critical 
thinking is developed on the play �ield join as athletes 
need to quickly solve problems created by their 

opponents. Time Management, a skill necessary in 
adulthood is also brought into play here at Bishop 
Cotton School as children learn to balance their time 
between school work, sports and family life.

The following are the highlights in the world of sports 
here at Bishop Cotton School during the year 2018.

It was a tough come back for the Cottonians after a long 
winter break with every boy just adding extra pounds 
from home and the sports department had a job on 
hand to help them shed those pounds. The freshers as 
usual were found to be heaviest of the lot. The early 
chilly morning runs through the Shimla hills was not an 
easy job for these kids at the beginning, but as the days 
went by the boys got conditioned to the climate and the 
different marathon routes. The Marathon is one of the 
biggest events in the Bishop Cotton sporting history 
wherein every student from class 3 to 12 participates 
in order to bring laurels to his house.

The Inter House obstacle is the one event where each 
individual has to contribute his bit in order to achieve 
excellence for his house to grab the top spot, but only 
with the help of a combined team effort. Rivaz House 
was crowned the Champion.

The Diocesan Games were held at Batala. The BCS 
contingent participated in 4 out of the 6 games.  
Riteshwar Malhi  and Raunak Garg were adjudged the  
best Badminton and T  T  players respectively.
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The Inter House Basketball championship was won by 
Rivaz house.

Basketball is one of the major games played here at 
BCS. Every year the school participates in various 
tournaments. This year the School Cagers won the 
under 19 �inals of the District level Basketball 
Tournament held at Shimla. Riteshwar Singh Malhi, L 
Peka and Dhananjay Karol represented the school at 
the State level Basketball Championship. The credits 
goes to Mr  R S Dhaliwal for shaping this team. 

The Inter House Athletic Meet was won by Curzon 
House. Francis Zothanpuia was crowned the overall 
champion in this event.

This year the boys were outstanding in the �ield of 
Soccer which is the most played game at BCS. The 
home team for the �ifth time in succession retained the 
prestigious Bishop George Edward Lynch Cotton 
Memorial Trophy beating Pinegrove in the �inals. 
Anant Toor won the player of tournament and Francis  
Zothanpuia the highest scorer. 

A major historical and remarkable achievement for the 
year 2018 was winning the prestigious All India 
Bhupinder Singh memorial Soccer Tournament  
against their old arch rivals The Lawrence School 
Sanawar at Sanawar. It was an exciting �inal played 
under �loodlights. Gurarman Singh Grewal bagged the 
best player of the Tournament and Riteshwar Singh 
Malhi the best Goalkeeper of the Tournament. A well 
deserved victory. A word of appreciation is due to 
Mr Gurprit Singh for polishing this young and tough 
brigade. 

The School Junior boys under 13 team took a lesson 
from their seniors and went a step further to clinch the 
state level football title at Solan. Rehan Bhagiarath, 
Yajur Bhandari, Pranav Ahawalat and Uday Sharma 
were selected for the National camp. 

Curzon House won the  Inter  House Soccer 
Tournament.

Aryan Pandey, Pakkapol, Jaruwit and Aryan Sinha beat 
the old records in swimming and set new ones for the 
present generation. Aryan Pandey won the Victor 
Ludorum.

Our Shuttlers participated at the Open District level 
Badminton Tournament and Yajur Bhandari, Daksh 
Singhmar and Aditya Rana reached the State level 
under the guidance of  Mr Pankaj  Sood and 
Mr N D  Bhatt.

Last but not the least, I would like to appreciate and 
congratulate the Sports Department headed by  

Mr R S Dhaliwal and his team, Mr Gurprit Singh, 
Mr Dinesh Kumar and all those members of the faculty 
involved with the school's sporting activities for 
putting in hard work and sincere efforts.

The Shooting season in 2018 began with the Inter 
House Championship where Rivaz House stood First. 
Lefroy House were Runners Up, Ibbetson House stood 
Third and Curzon House was in the Fourth position.  
The Finals were held as per the Nationals and the 
Champion of Champions for the Year 2018 was 
Jishan Singh Padda.  Arnav Jreat was the Runners-up.  

th
Our boys participated in the 24  Shimla District 
Shooting Championship held in Shimla in June 2018. 
While a lot of our shooters won medals, Prabhniaz 
Singh was awarded with the Best Shooter Award for the 
Under 15 category and Yuvraj Singh Bhuttar was 
awarded with the Best Shooter Award in the Under 19 
category. 

th
The boys were well prepared for the 24  HP State 
Shooting Championship held at Arihant International 
School, Nahan in July 2018.  

Prabhniaz Singh, Gurfateh Singh, Arshveer Singh, 
Arnav Jreat and Jishan Singh Padda won medals in 
various categories.   

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla was represented at the 
All India Inter-School Participation in Ahmedabad by 
the following shooters - Yuvraj S Bhuttar, Arnav Jreat, 
Prabhniaz Singh, Dilraj Singh, Vishesh Gaddhyan, 
Aftaab Sidhu and Arshveer Singh.    
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Our selected National Level Shooters could not 
participate in the Championship in Thiruvanantha-
puram as the tournament dates clashed with our �inal 
examinations.   

All this has been made possible due to the expertise of 
Mr Manish Giri, the shooting coach who continues to 
turn out exceptional marksmen from amongst our 
boys.

Thank you Mr Manish Giri and I hope more of our boys 
keep scaling newer and greater heights under your 
able guidance.

English Debating is an important �ixture in an 
academic year at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla. It 
certainly shapes the personality of an individual. Boys 
become far more con�ident, show presence of mind, 
shed stage fear and nervousness apart from being 
articulate in the language. It has always been a 
mammoth task in carrying out the Debating �ixtures at 
School but with relentless courage shown by the 
Debating Team in the year 2018, it was all the more 
commendable. The year began with the Debating Team 
leaving for Rashtriya Indian Military College, 
Dehradun to participate in their debates in the month 
of March. This was followed by participation in the 
Model United Nations (MUN) hosted by St Edward's 
School, Shimla in the month of April. The event which 
spanned over two days saw hectic discussions, 
speeches and heated debates. Dilprit Bhatia won an 
individual prize. Over ten schools participated in the 
event. The Inter-House Debates were organized in the 
month of April. Ibbetson House bagged the �irst 
position followed by Rivaz, Lefroy and Curzon 
respectively. 

The School hosted the XXIII Annual Revd Dr Samuel 
Slater Memorial Invitational Inter-School English 

th thDebates from the 8  May to the 12  May. La Martiniere 
College for Girls, Lucknow emerged the winners. Team 
A and B won the pre-quarter �inal and quarter �inal 
rounds and Team B made it to the semi-�inals as well. It 
was a wonderful experience. 

Unfortunately, we had to decline the invitation to the 
XIII Annual Shri Debate as it was held too close to our 
Founder's Day. The school team went on to participate 
in The Claude Martin Debates at La Martiniere College 
for Boys, Lucknow. This was followed by our 
representation at the Sixth All India Llewelyn 
Memorial Inter-School Invitational English Debates at 
Sherwood College, Nainital in August. We also 
participated in the Third Mohinder Memorial Bilingual 
Turncoat Debate hosted by Pinegrove School, 
Dharampur. This required �luency in two languages 

and the boys worked hard and earned praise. It was an 
enriching experience indeed.

Next in line was the Tribune Inter-School Debate held at 
Loreto Convent School, Shimla. Raghav Khurana of 
Class IX was brilliant in both oratory skills as well as 
�ielding questions thrown at him by the judges.  The 
school was represented by two students at the 
Declamation Contest held at Gaiety Theatre, Shimla 
marking the anniversary of Swami Vivekananda's 
Speech at the Parliament of Religions, Chicago.  

We participated in an Inter-School event held at 
Convent of Jesus & Mary, Shimla. The students learnt a 
great deal from the exposure and Dev Tyagi did a 
commendable job there.   

The last and �inal event for the year 2018 was the India 
Today Cup hosted by Vasant Valley School, Gurugram. 
The boys performed exceedingly well at this XX Vasant 
Valley School English Debates and won two debates. 
They were appreciated by all for their exceptional 
turnout and behavior. 

The debates at different schools offer varied formats 
and our boys adapted to each one as best as they could. 
They surely stood to gain from these visits to various 
schools both in and outside Shimla. The team 
comprised of students who were new to debating. 
Although the year didn't see too many awards, however, 
the boys did learn and will certainly better their 
performance with the passage of time. This was all 
made possible under the leadership of Mrs Rose Lal, the 
Debating Coordinator who took charge from her 
predecessor,  Mrs Kaul who handed over the reign to 
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her in the Year 2018. The school acknowledges the hard 
work put in by the both of you and all the other teachers 
who helped the Debating Team time and again.    

th
The 19  B L Modi Memorial Invitational Inter School 
Elocution Contest was organized by Bishop Cotton 
School, Shimla. A tradition since 1997, this is organized 
to encourage pro�icient English speaking as an 
essential skill and an area of interest.  With seven 
notable schools of Shimla participating in the 
competition and a wide repertoire of divisions 
including Prose, Poetry, Drama and Turn Coat the B L 
Modi Invitational Elocution Contest has steadily 
established itself as an annual event that promises to 
create a future where a �lair for speaking and oratory 
skills is not a rarity. The preparations for the 
competition began well in advance and the stage was 

thset for the competition to take place on  the 4  August 
2018. The speakers who quali�ied to represent Bishop 
Cotton School, Shimla at the competition were as 
follows: Shivain Dhingra, Sankalp Arora, Yajur 
Bhandari, Raghav Khurana, Dilprit Bhatia, Arugna 
Adhikari and Dev Tyagi. Shivain Dhingra was given the 
Most Promising Speaker award in the Junior Division 
(Poetry), Dilprit Bhatia was awarded the Most 
Promising Speaker in the Senior Division (Drama), 
Arugna Adhikari was the Best Speaker in the Open 
Division (Turn Coat) Class 11 and Dev Tyagi the Most 
Promising Speaker in the Open Division Turn Coat 
Class 12 category. I would like to place on record my 
sincere thanks to Mrs S Prabhudas and her team for 
carrying out this contest in a very smooth and �luid 
manner. We look forward to the next edition of the 
competition to hear the budding orators of  Shimla.  

During the course of the year 2018, the boys were 
exposed to several lectures/seminars and interactive 
career workshops which I am sure will help them in 
carving out their futures. The Institute for Career 
Studies, Lucknow organized a workshop and career 
counseling sessions for the students of classes IX, X and 
XII wherein each student went through an aptitude 
test. This was followed by group interactive sessions 
with three counselors from different specialized �ields. 
A workshop on career guidance was conducted for the 
Upper Sixth in April by GenNext Education, the 
International Knowledge Centre. The resource persons  
were from several international universities and gave 
the boys an overview of universities abroad.  These 
experiences were truly very enlightening and 
educative for the young and eager minds who 
constantly seek guidance and encouragement. For this I 
would like to place on record my sincere thanks to the 
Careers Club headed by Mr Praveen Dharma and 
Mrs Sunita Singh.  

Change is inevitable and change for the good is always a 
welcome move. We are highly grateful to Mr Anil Mehra, 
Chairman, Finance Sub-Committee in particular and all 
the Members of the Board of Governors for giving us the 
green signal to upgrade some of our facilities in order to 
be at par with leading residential public schools in 
India. We are pleased to state that after 160 years our 
Second Flat is now covered with grass and hopefully the 
Third Flat too will soon follow suit.    

The main school roofs have been changed and we now 
have sparkling new shiny roofs. The roofs of the other 
buildings will be replaced in a phased out manner.  

The road from the Jungle gate down to the UCO Bank 
Gate has undergone a major overhaul and I am certain 
you would have experienced a pothole free ride once 
you entered the school gates. The First Flat would soon 
be covered with stamped tiles. We are also in the 
process of constructing new staff quarters for our 
Ministerial Staff members for them to enjoy a 
comfortable living as the Management does appreciate 
and recognize their contribution.     

The Old Cottonians and our parents have always stood 
by us and are indeed very supportive in more ways than 
one. 

I would once again like to extend my gratitude to the 
Batch of 1956 who have instituted a Best Teacher 
Award as it was felt that a teacher's hard and tireless 
work is never really appreciated and more often than 
not goes unrewarded. This award was instituted in the 
Main School two years ago and the recipient of the 
award for this year is Mr V S Bhardwaj. Mr Bhardwaj 
whose class average in Hindi in Class 10 C was 93.4% 
and all 14 students that he taught scored in their 90 s. 
Congratulations to you, Mr Bhardwaj. Well done and I 
hope that you will continue doing the great work that 
you are doing.          

In conclusion I would like to employ this platform to 
express my deep sense of gratitude and special thanks 
to the Chairman Bishop P K Samantaroy and to each 
member of the Board of Governors of Bishop Cotton 
School, Shimla for their guidance, encouragement and 
support at all times and in so many innumerable ways. 
This is also a �itting occasion to voice my thanks to all 
that make up the family at Bishop Cotton School, 
Shimla. To each of my of�ice staff and in particular my 
Secretary, Mrs J Johannes for so ef�iciently and 
diligently handling my of�ice, Mr Rajiv Mehrotra the 
Bursar and Mr Rajesh Pandey the Administrative 
Of�icer a big thank you for handling ef�iciently all that 
needs to be. To the in�irmary staff, for so completely 
handling all those that come to them weak or broken in 
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body. A special word of praise and thanks to the Senior 
Master Mr I Boye, and the Second Master Mr V S  
Bhardwaj, as well as the four Housemasters namely, 
Mr R S Dhaliwal, Mr Dinesh Thakur, Mr Rohit Vyas and 
Mr Praveen Dharma, all of whom have rendered 
yeoman service. For the teaching body, I offer a special 
word of praise, for their dedication, toil and loyalty 
which certainly re�lects in the fact that today we stand 
at the No. 3 position of All Boys Residential Schools in 
India. Mention must also be made of the silent and 
behind the scenes work of our ministerial staff 
predominantly under the Estate Supervisor 
Mr Mathew Jacob and the Assistant Estate Supervisor 
Mr Manmohan Singh. A big 'thank you', to all staff in 
charge of various extra mural activities, for laboring 
long and trying hours in the pursuit of excellence. 

Our deep gratitude also goes to all parents and old 
boys for their unfailing co-operation, patience and 
understanding. Thank you to each one of you. We at 
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla, are indeed very lucky 
and proud to have such an effective team of the home 
and the school. 

Last but not the least in any way, I would like to thank 
my dear wife Dorothy for all the support and 
encouragement she so readily gives and for taking on 
much more than is her fair share, sometimes having to 
deal with people that deliberately act dif�icult and 
create obstacles, as well as for handling the Junior 
School so effectively. Well done and a big thank you is 
also due to all those attached to the Junior School.

And so on a �inal note, on behalf of my wife and myself, 
our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to every member of 
the staff, the Chairman and All Members of the Board 
of Governors, Parents, Old Boys and well wishers of 
this great institution, the echelons of government and 
the people of Shimla for the warmth and comfort of 
their support and encouragement. Thank you, most 
kindly indeed.

May I now request our Chief Guest, Mr Gregory Mann 
to give away the prizes to students for the laurels 
achieved by them during the Academic Year 2018, and 
then to address the gathering assembled here. 

Thank you, Sir.

Vote of thanks

On behalf of the Management and School it is my 
privilege and pleasure to extend this vote of thanks.

We are indeed fortunate to have with us this morning 
as our Chief Guest Mr G Mann. I thank him in particular 

for the very meaningful and thought provoking 
message he has given all of us this morning, and even 
more for making it possible to take out some time from 
his extremely busy schedule to preside at this 
morning's function.

My thanks are also due to all the Principals of Schools 
in Shimla, parents, friends and well-wishers of the 
school and to all Old Cottonians for having taken time 
off to be with us this morning and more importantly to 
be here to recognize and applaud the achievements of 
this young band of prize winners, in order to spur them 
onto greater heights and achievements.

A special thank you to all members of the governing 
body who may not be physically present with us this 
morning but I'm sure are with us in thought on this 
very auspicious occasion. I would also like to place on 
record my sincere thanks and appreciation to all 
members of the student body under the School Captain 
Gurpratap Bhatti for their excellent turn out today. We 
are indeed very proud of you my boys. Keep up the 
good work. A big thank you is due to all members of the 
staff who have helped make this morning's program a 
grand success.

Thank you and God bless each one of you. Have a good, 
enjoyable and restful holiday – we shall miss you and 

thlook forward to your timely return to us on the 10  of 
June 2019 by 6 pm. 

(Vive la BCS.)
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It gives me immense pleasure and honour to be in the 
midst of this august gathering as the captain of one of 
the top residential schools of our country.

First of all I would like to thank my parents who have 
always been supportive of me and I am sure that it must 
have been quite tough on them, sending me to a 
boarding school, but I am sure after seeing all that I have 
achieved and accomplished here, they have never had 
to look back and wonder at their decision. It has been a 
long and learning six years at Bishop Cotton School, 
Shimla. Time �lies fast and believe me I really don't 
know when and how these six years �lew by. I wish I 
could remain here forever and that time would freeze 
and stand still.

Today I am standing in front of you as the School 
Captain of this prestigious institution that has stood the 
test of time. It has produced men of extraordinary 
status and standing but most importantly men of 
integrity, generosity and accountability.

I would like to give special thanks to our visionary 
educationist Headmaster Mr R C Robinson and his most 
gracious wife Head: Junior School Mrs Dorothy 
Robinson for believing in me and for the faith they have 
reposed in me. He has taught me to be prepared to face 
unpopularity for the sake of truth. Thank you Ma'am 
and Sir. I am indeed grateful.

The six years that I have spent here in the School have 
been memorable. Every year I learn something new. My 
school taught to give and not count the cost, to �ight and 
not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labour and not to ask for any reward. All this and 
more have been ingrained and driven home by the 
Headmaster, Senior Master, my respected teachers and 
also my matrons and wardens. Above all to live the 
motto of our school in life that is 'OVERCOME EVIL 
WITH GOOD.'

Being in year twelve, the �inal year at school, as I say 
goodbyes I would like to dedicate a few lines to my 
batch-mates for those who are present here and those 
who are not.

'I BELIEVE IN ANGELS THE KIND THAT HEAVEN 
SENDS BUT I AM SURROUNDED BY ANGELS, I CALL 
THEM FRIENDS.'

Friends, we have to leave Bishop Cotton one day but we 
will make sure Bishop Cotton never leaves us.

On the games �ield we have been taught to lose with 
dignity and win with humility. Our School is a little 
world in itself where Sanawar vs BCS becomes more 

important than anything in the world, where respect, 
school spirit, unity and brotherhood is above 
everything. Where boys have more role models inside 
school gates, than the outside world. While cheering for 
the school team becomes as important as playing in it, I 
want to tell my juniors when you represent your school 
you never represent your batch but only your school, so 
give it everything you have and nothing short, that is the 
Cottonian spirit and the unifying factor. To the boys 
sitting here in blues and greys, ask not what your school 
does for you but ask what you can do for your school. 
There is something unique about this place which I 
cannot express in words. Its only when we leave the 
school we realize that 'the school is not preparation for 
life but life itself.' This esteemed institution has 
succeeded in transforming good into excellence and 
mediocrity into distinction.  

One of the hallmarks of our institution is its ability to 
retain and preserve traditions and customs from yester 
years but also happily adapting to the �lux and infusion 
of modern days' society, because we �irmly believe that 
change is inevitable. I have been fortunate to serve as 
the School Captain during the tenure of our 
Headmaster, Mr R C Robinson, who has taken our 
school to dizzy heights and also helped to achieve the 
No.1 position in the country in the year 2014.

Lastly I would like to say that neither words nor 
speeches can describe the greatness of this institution. 
No book can explain its history, ethos and existence and 
again nothing can explain the bond that exists in this 
large and the closely knit family. As the adage goes, 
there is time for everything, there is time for work and 
time for rest, there is also time to stop talking. 
Therefore I must conclude my speech by giving a 
brotherly bit of advice to our prefectoral body that we 
must be the kind of leaders 'who know the way, go the 
way and show the way.' 

Thank you one and all for so patiently bearing with me.

Gurpartap Singh Bhatti
School Captain 2019

School Captain's Speech
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Best Teacher Award

The Best Teacher Award has been instituted by the Old Boys of the School in the year 2016 and is given to the 

teacher under whose care children perform the best in academics.

The following teachers were awarded for their effort:

2016 :  Mr N D Bhatt for Mathematics

2017 :  Mrs Sunita Singh for Commercial Application, Mr Rajeev Bhardwaj for Mathematics 

  and Mrs Monica Bhardwaj for Hindi 

2018 :  Mr V S Bhardwaj for Hindi

The prestigious Global Teacher Award 2019 was awarded to the following teachers of BCS, Shimla :

(L to R) :  Mr Dilip Sharma, Mr V S Bhardwaj, Mrs Dorothy Robinson, Mr R S Dhaliwal 

           and Mr N D Bhatt
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Standing (L to R) :  Mr. N. Gupta, Mr. S. Singh, Mr. R. S. Thakur, Mr. L. Ram, Mrs. M. Vohra, Mr. R. Kumar, 

  Mr. V. Kumar, Mr. M. Jacob, Mr. M. Singh, Mr. B. R. Sharma

Sitting Row (L to R) :  Mrs. L. Jaswal, Mrs. M. Mathew, Mr, S. C. Jaswal, Mr. R. Goel, 

  Mr. I. Boye (The Senior Master), Mr. R. C. Robinson (The Headmaster), 

  Mr. R. Mehrotra (The Bursar), Mr. V. S. Bhardwaj (The Second Master), 

  Mr. R. Pandey (Administrative Of�icer), Mrs. J. Johannes, Mrs. N. Bedi

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

IN-HOUSE STAFF
Standing (L to R) :  Mr. P. Sood, Mr. J. Singh, Mrs. M. Thakur, Mr. A. Talwalkar, Capt. S. Singh

Sitting Row (L to R) :  Mrs. H. Kukreti, Mrs. A. Jamwal, Mr. V. S. Bhardwaj (The Second Master), 
  Mr. R. Mehrotra (The Bursar), Mr. R. C. Robinson (The Headmaster), 
  Mr. I. Boye (The Senior Master), Mr. R. Pandey (Administrative Of�icer), 
  Mrs. D. Bhalaik, Mrs. S. Modi
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 MR R C Robinson 
M.A (ENG), B.ED, TTC 
Headmaster

 MR IAN BOYE 
M.A (HIST.)., B.ED 
Senior Master

 MS DOROTHY I ROBINSON 
M.A (ENG), B.ED, TTC 
Head: Junior School

 MRS SUSHMA KAUL 
M.A, B.ED 

 MR R J SINHA 
M.A (ECO), GEOG(LT.) 

 MRS KIRAN THAKUR 
M.A (ENG.), B.ED 

 MR V S BHARDWAJ 
ACHARYA, M.A (HINDI), B.Ed 
Second Master

 MRS M D BHARDWAJ 
M.A (HINDI), B.Ed 

 MR R S DHALIWAL 
PHY. INST ARMY 
House Master: Curzon

 MR A K CHOURASIA 
M.A (HINDI), B.ED 

 MR RAKESH KUMAR 
M.SC (PHYSICS), M.PHIL, B.ED 

 MRS JYOTIKA SINHA 
M.A (HIST), M.A. (HINDI), B.ED 

 MR DINESH THAKUR 
M.A(GEOG.), M.PHIL, B.ED, MBA(HR) 
House Master: Ibbetson

 MR G S CHANDER 
M.SC (PHYSICS), M.ED 

 MRS ANJNA MOHINDRU 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING(AMIE), 
B.ED,M.SC (IT) 

 MRS RUPINDER KAUR 
M.A (GYANI), B.ED 

 MRS SHABBANI CHANDER 
B.A, B.ED 

 MRS SILONI SOOD 
M.SC (MATHS), B.ED 

 MR ASEEM KUKRETI 
M.A (ECO), B.ED 

 MRS S PRABHUDASS 
M.COM, DFM, B.ED 

 MRS INDIRA THAKUR 
M.A (HIST.), B.Ed 

Academic Staff
 MRS JYOTSANA CHAUHAN 

M.A (ECO.), B.ED 

 MR PRAVEEN DHARMA 
M.SC (COMPUTER SCIENCE), 
PGDCA, B.ED 
House Master: Rivaz

 MR DINESH KUMAR 
BOXING COACH 

 MR ROHIT VYAS 
M.A (ENG), B.ED 
House Master: Lefroy

 MRS SUDESH GOEL 
B.A, B.LIB 

 MRS ROSE LAL 
MA (ENG.) DIP. in COMPUTERS,
B.Ed 

 MR RAJNEESH CHAUHAN 
M.A (POL SC.), B.Ed 

 MRS SUNITA SINGH 
M.COM, B.ED 

 MRS RACHNA CAROL 
M.A (PSY.), B.ED 

 MR N D BHATT 
M.A (MATHS), B.ED 

 MRS N M KHAN 
M.A (ENG.), B.E.D 

 MRS MAMTA GUPTA 
M.A (ENG), B.ED 

 DR SAPNA SHARMA 
M.SC (ZOLOGY), 
P.HD (LIFE SCIENCE) 

 MRS RADHIKA SHARMA 
M.PHIL (PUB. ADM), D.El.Ed 

 MR VANLALCHHANDAMA 
M.A (PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION)
Lushai, Language Teacher

 MR DANNY B SINGH 
M.A (FINE ARTS) 

 MRS SOMITA D SINGH 
M.SC (PHYSICS), B.Ed 

 Dr SANJIV VERMA 
M.Com, M.Phil., Phd.(COM), B.Ed 

 MRS DIVYA VYAS 
M.A(MATHS)., M.ED 

 MRS SONIA DHARMA 
M.A(ECO.),B.ED 

 MR DILIP K SHARMA 
M.PHIL (HINDI), M.A (HINDI), M.A 
(SANSKRIT), B.Ed, 
SAHITYA RATNA (HINDI) 

 MR GURPRIT G SINGH 
N.P.T, NAVY (P T I) 

 MRS ASHA BHATT 
NTT 

 MR SANJEEV MARWAH 
B.Sc, MBA, B.ED 

 MR REUBEN JOHN 
M.A (English), B.ED, TRINITY 
GRADE 8 (GUITAR) 

 MRS MANISHA SINGHI 
M.A (ENGLISH), B.Sc (Med), B.ED 

 MR GIRISH CHANDRA SHARMA 
M.SC , B.ED 

 MRS KIRAN SINGH 
M.A, B.ED 

 MRS ASHA SHARMA 
M.SC, B.ED 

 MRS ALVIA ZAIDI 
B.A , B.ED 

 MR NEIL BALDREY 
Graduation from Defence 

 ASSHUR WILSON 
M.A, B.ED, TRINITY GRADE 8 
(THEORY) 

 MR RAJEEV BHARDWAJ 
M.SC (MATHS).B.ED 

 MR JAMES ANTHONY 
M.SC (BIO TECH), B.ED, PGDSLM 

 MR SABYASACHI GHOSH 
M.A  (ENG.), B.ED, C.T.E.T 

 MRS DEBORAH R SAMUEL 
M.SC, B.ED, T.E.T 

 MRS RICHA SOOD 
B.COM, B.ED, MBA (HRD) 

 MISS ANKITA DOGRA 
MCA, D.El.Ed 

 MR KULDEEP VERMA 
TGT 

 REV DINESH SINGH 
CHAPLAIN 

 MRS SAI VANDANA CHAUHAN 
B.A, B.ED
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Administrative Staff 
& In-house Staff

 MR RAJIV MEHROTRA 

Bursar

 MR RAJESH PANDEY 

Adm. Of�icer

 MRS S MODI 

MATRON

 MR S C JASWAL 

Quarter Master

 MR MATHEW JACOB 

Estate Supervisor

 Mr RAVINDER GOEL 

Accountant

 MR SOHAN SINGH 

Asst. Quarter Master

 MR MANMOHAN SINGH 

Asst. Estate Supervisor

 MR SATINDER S. NEGI 

Storekeeper

 MR NAVEEN GUPTA 

Asst. Accountant

 MR RAJINDER S THAKUR 

Clerk on Gen.

 MRS LATA JASWAL 

Telephone Operator

 MR LEKH RAM 

System Secretary

 MRS SUMAN 

TLC Attendant

 MRS MANJU MATHEW 

Telephone Operator

 MR B R SHARMA 

Asst. Accountant

 MRS KRISHNA RAWAT 

Relieving /Matron

 MRS HIMANI KUKRETI 

Matron

 MRS NOREEN BEDI 

Secretary to Head:Junior School

 MRS MONIKA THAKUR 

Box Room Incharge

 MR JAGBIR SINGH 

Security Of�icer

 MR PANKAJ SOOD 

Warden

 MR RAJ KUMAR 

Male Nursing Staff

 MR VIRESH KUMAR 

Instructor Outward Bound Activities

 MRS JACQUELINE JOHANNES 

Headmaster's Secretary

 MRS DEEPIKA BHALAIK 

Matron

 MS MARINA VOHRA 

Nursing Sister

 CAPT SATNAM SINGH WAHLA 

Warden

 MRS AMRITA JAMWAL 

Matron

 MRS RUCHI MAHANTAN 

Nursing Sister

 MR AMOD A TALWALKAR 

Warden
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R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

17 C GURKIRAN SINGH 3

19 L MUKUL SINGH ANDOTRA 3

88 I SUHAAS AGGARWAL 3

131 L FAREID SINGH 3

232 R YUVRAJ SINGH 3

338 I ABHIJOT KULRIA 3

554 L SIDHARTH DIGVIJAY SINGH NEGI 3

629 C ASHWIN TALWALKAR 3

642 C SABHYA CHAUHAN 3

712 R BHAVYA VASHISTHA 3

42 C ZORAWAR SINGHAL 4

70 I YUVRAJ SINGH BAWA 4

141 C VEER SABHARWAL 4

145 L YUVAN 4

157 R ONEIR 4

199 C DARSH CHOLA 4

249 L AYAAN GOYAL 4

250 I AARYA JAIN 4

251 I SAMARTH SUSHIL 4

268 C KRINAY GOEL 4

355 L SHEFAA PRAJWAN 4

383 I SIDDHANT KUMAR 4

423 R AADVIK RAJ CHAUHAN 4

492 L BHAVISYA RANA 4

499 C JATIN 4

517 R STAVYA BHAUMIK 4

552 R NEETIRAJ RANAWAT 4

562 L PANAV GUPTA 4

575 C SHOURYA PATHAK 4

579 I KHUSHAL 4

58 R ABHAY PARTAP SINGH 5

71 C SAARSANTH PHILEM 5

128 R TEJAS KUMAR 5

132 I ARHAAN CHHABRA 5

181 R ZORAWAR SINGH CHOHAN 5

233 L OJAS KATHURIA 5

235 I ADITYA GOENKA 5

269 C VIRAJ VERMA 5

270 R VINAYAK BANSAL 5

274 C AARAV GUPTA 5

287 R GUNSAHIB SINGH 5

341 I ARAV RAJ SINGH 5

357 I ARNAV YADAV 5

358 L ARYAN KUMAR SINGH 5

428 C SOHAM SAKUJA 5

430 R RAHUL SINGLA 5

448 C RISHABH RAJ 5

450 R SAMARTH BANSAL 5

457 I DEBYOHAAN CHAKRABORTY 5

460 L DHRUV RAJ 5

480 I KRISH RANA 5

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME CLASS

520 R ATHARVA AGARWAL 5

542 L SAMARTH SETIA 5

543 R SHONISH MITTAL 5

628 I DAKSHIL JAIN 5

654 L TENZIN TSEWANG 5

655 L SANIDHYA DOKANIA 5

659 L HARSH WARDHAN GODARA 5

703 C PASALA KHARANSHU REDDY 5

726 L ABHIMUN GOEL 5

202 C SUMANT JAIN 6

234 L YASIR NAEEM 6

293 L RUHAN BHATIA 6

328 R AHFAN KHAN 6

330 C SAKSHAM SARAOGI 6

398 I PRITHVI SARAF 6

421 I JAIDEEP SINGH CHANDHOK 6

438 R ANMOL AGRAWAL 6

459 C DIVYANSH JAIN 6

473 I NIVAAN JAIN 6

512 L CHAYAN BAKSHI 6

563 R RISHIT GARG 6

593 I MAANIT KALRA 6

600 C RAUNAK TANWANI 6

673 L YASH RAJ 6

706 C PASALA SHASHANK SAI REDDY 6

951 I TANMAY MANKHAND 6

47 R ATHRV AGGARWAL 7

52 L PRANAY BANSAL 7

106 L NEEL BHATIA 7

164 I PRIYAANSH BHATIA 7

273 R ARUSH BANSAL 7

295 I SURYAVANSH SOOD 7

366 L ABHYUDAY BANSAL 7

393 R RISHABH DEV 7

427 L DHRUV CHHAPARIA 7

482 R ADESH PRATAP SINGH CHAHAL 7

508 C LAKSHAY BAKSHI 7

518 I ATHARVA JALAN 7

649 C LALDINMAWIA 7

687 I ANIKET AGARWAL 7

708 C GARVIT CHOPRA 7

16 R PRADYUT BHIMSARIA 8

187 R VYOM SAROGI 8

277 C KHUSHHAL DANGA 8

455 L SAMEER KALYAN 8

620 R PRAKHAR ALOK 8

627 R MANAKSHAT SINGH CHAUHAN 8

93 L VEDANT DABUR 9

345 R SHREE RAM SINGLA 9

725 C SCOTT LALROSANGA PACHUAU 11

727 R YUVRAJ SINGH WALIA 11

Salvette
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Valette
R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

61 C UDAY SINGH SIDHU 12

139 R ROHAN GIDEON B SANGMA 12

169 C BULLO KATO 12

265 R DRISHYA AGGARWAL 12

275 L YOGDEEP SINGH THAKUR 12

361 L JISHAN SINGH PADDA 12

402 C GURFATEH SINGH 12

404 C FRANCIS ZOTHANPUIA 12

418 C JASKARAN SINGH GUNDH 12

419 R SAURAV MEHTA 12

429 C AYUSH SARDANA 12

R. NO.    HOUSE NAME  CLASS

456 I ARUGNA ADHIKARI 12

534 C MEHAKDEEP SINGH 12

603 L CHIRAG RANA 12

710 I GURPARTAP SINGH 12

782 L NATHAN LALRUATSANGA FANAI 12

837 I PIYUSH BHAGAT 12

841 C ARYAMA PANKAJ SACHDEVA 12

844 L AJITESH KOCHHAR 12

848 L AYUSH DEEP MUKHERJEE 12

926 C SHREYASH KUMAR 12

928 I TRIDISH 12

A. Kochhar Arugna Adhikari Aryama Sachdeva Ayush Mukherjee Ayush Sardana Bullo Kato

Chirag Rana Drishya Aggarwal Francis Zothanpuia Gurfateh Singh Gurpratap Singh

Jishan S. Padda Mehakdeep Singh Nathan L. Fanai Pitush Bhagat Rohan Gideon Saurav Mehta

Shreyash Kumar Tridish Mangat Yogdeep Thakur
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While it's time for another batch to leave, it's also time 

for another batch to come. This of course is a cycle, 

though not vicious but a necessary one, at Bishop 

Cotton School, Shimla.

With the students pouring in for the academic year 

2019 and the ISC and ICSE candidates striving for a 

fruitful result, there was a breeze of enthusiasm 

�lowing through the campus. The much awaited 

declaration came forth. The prefectoral body 

appointed for the year 2019 are as follows:

SCHOOL CAPTAIN : GURPARTAP SINGH BHATTI

SCHOOL VICE-CAPTAIN : BULLO KATO

CURZON HOUSE CAPTAIN : FRANCIS ZOTHANPUIA

IBBETSON HOUSE CAPTAIN : ARUGNA ADHIKARI       

LEFROY HOUSE CAPTAIN : JISHAN SINGH PADDA

RIVAZ HOUSE CAPTAIN : ROHAN SANGMA

This year the Marathon season began in the chilly 

month of March. In the overall House position Curzon 

and Ibbetson shared the trophy. Francis Zothanpuia 

performed exceptionally well and took the Victor 

Ludorum for the Marathon.

Second in line came the Obstacles. The �inals were held 

in April with each house teams ready to take on the 

challenge. Finally after all the hard work, Curzon and 

Ibbetson House shared the cup again.

In and Around BCS

The Basketball season was an adventurous journey. The 
thBasketball team participated in the 11 Diocesan Games 

held at Palampur, Himachal Pradesh. Unfortunately, the 

boys lost to BISCOE, Jammu and Kashmir in the semi-

�inals.

Next up were the Revd Dr Samuel Slater Memorial Inter 

School Invitational Debates with schools pouring in 

from all over India. The debating team went up to the 

semi-�inals, where they lost to Mayo Girls College, 

Ajmer.

The summer that never starts gave way to an early blast 

of monsoons. Yet, we saw the silver lining in the clouds 

with heartfelt cheers for the School FootballTeam that 
thparticipated in the 9  Bishop George Edward Lynch 

Cotton Memorial Soccer Tournament as hosts and 
thmanaged to lift the cup for the 6  consecutive year by 

defeating Assam Valley School in the �inals. Francis 

Zothanpuia was named the Highest Scorer as well as 

The Player of the tournament, and Aryaman Sood was 

awarded the Best Goalkeeper of the tournament. 

Francis Zothanpuia, Gurpartap Bhatti, Ayush Sardana 

and Bullo Kato represented the Northern Region in the 

CISCE Under-19 National Football games held in 

Kolkata, West Bengal. In the CISCE under-17 National 

Football games Mayank Barala, Guneet Singh Sidhu, 

Rehan Bhagirath, Divyansh Vinayak and Aryan Sinha 

represented the Northern Region in Kochi, Kerala.
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On the Bayliss front we had The Inter House English 

One Act Play, which was won by Rivaz House. Whereas, 

The Inter House Hindi One Act Play trophy was taken 

by Ibbetson House. The Glancy Dramatics Prize in 

English was bagged by Raghav Khurana and in Hindi 

Play by Drishya Agarwal.

Curzon House made themselves proud by winning the 

Swimming Competition. Aryan Sinha of Rivaz House 

bagged the Victor Ludorum. Curzon House also won 

the football ,  basketball ,  cricket ,  hockey and 

gymnastics competitions. Ibbetson dominated in the 

Inter House Wall Climbing Competition.  While Lefroy 

House lifted the Shooting Cup.  Athletics Cup was also 

won by Curzon House and Hanvender Singh Pal won 

the Victor Ludorum for the year 2019.

This year's Boxing Season was quite exciting. The 

Cottonians participated in the Inter School Boxing 

Competition and made the Cottonian Family proud. 

Mehakdeep Singh was awarded the Best Boxer in the 

Under-19 division. The Inter House Boxing Cup was 

again lifted by Curzon House. The Most Promising 

Boxer was Rehan Bhagirath, the Best Loser was Karan 

Pal Kalia and the R S Sawhney for the Most Scienti�ic 

Boxer was bagged by Bullo Kato.

With yet another year passing by we hope we have a 

better and a bright future ahead. 

Till then…

Bullo Kato

School Vice-Captain 2019
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As we near the end of the 2019 academic year, I am 
reminded of the pivotal role played by the Ministry of 
Chapel through prayer, intercession, pastoral care and 
the services we hold for this community of students 
and teachers living and working together 'on Simla's 
tree-crowned hill.' The Evensong Service held at the 

stChapel of the Holy Trinity on 1  March 2019 marked 
the beginning of the new academic year at the Bishop 
Cotton School, Shimla. 

The Chapel Service comprises singing of hymns and 
prayers as prescribed in 'The Service Book.' The 
scripture readings and addresses of students and 
teachers in these services have great potential and a 
motivational role to play in our community. 

In November 2019 we had students of the Upper Sixth 
delivering their last speeches during Chapel Service, 
along with several addresses from members of faculty. 
Students through their speeches expressed gratitude, 
depth of sensibility, diligence, and responsibility, and 
were �illed with reminiscence of growing and learning 
together. Faculty members also shared inspirational 
experiences from their time in service to the School. 
The commonality of teacher-student experiences and 
emotions shared in these speeches points towards 
perseverance in the school community, not only in 
learning and teaching, but also in establishing bonds 
and lifelong relationships. Such bonds can enable 

pupils to surpass the challenges of diversity and serve 
our nation truly as citizens of the world. 

Leaving us this year are Mrs Sushma Kaul, Mr Vanala 
Chandama and Mr Robin J Sinha. We express our 
gratitude and thankfulness for their support in leading 
Chapel services and for their enriching speeches given 
in Chapel over the years.   

It is with grave sorrow that we remember the untimely 
sad demise of Mrs Kiran Singh. Her sudden death has 
left her family and BCS fraternity so much poorer.  We all 
remember her cheerful, kind persona and one of the 
best modulated voices of a gifted speaker and singer. As 
a community we have been touched by her myriad 
qualities and witnessed those in the morning Chapel 
Service. We will continue to miss her in our midst, and 
pray that her blessed soul may rest in peace.

t h
160  Founder's Day Service:The tradition of 
commemorating the life and work of its founder, Bishop 
George Edward Lynch Cotton, continues to be a source 
of inspiration and an occasion to persevere with 
renewed vision. The service of thanksgiving was held in 
the school Chapel of the Holy Trinity, thanking God 
Almighty for the dedicated vocation of imparting 
education for the last 160 years of Bishop Cotton School, 
Shimla. It not only witnessed the presence of its 
students, members of faculty and administrative staff, 

Chapel Notes 2019
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but also the distinguished members of the school 
Board of Governors and the honourable Chairman. We 
had the pleasure of welcoming the Revd John Silas of 
the Diocese of Mumbai, Church of North India, who was 

th
the chief guest and also speaker at the 160  Founder's 

th
Day Service on Sunday 28  July 2019. 

th
On the morning of Thursday 15  of August 2019 at 9:15 
am students, teachers, administrative staff, along with 
some parents gathered in the Holy Trinity Chapel the 

rd73  Independence Day Service, held in Bishop Cotton 
School, Shimla.

The service was conducted by the Headmaster, Mr R C 
Robinson, who also addressed the students and the 
people assembled. The Headmaster thanked God 
especially for the lives of martyrs, freedom �ighters and 
founders of the nation, and for the blessings of 
freedom, equality and education, which we enjoy in our 
land. He exhorted those who have authority over 
others, empowered by all those blessings, to set us on 
the path of 'a great nation' with renewed commitment. 
His prayer was that God the Father should continue to 
bless the people of India that they might live in peace, 
love and justice with one another for the years to come.

The Independence Day chapel service concluded with 
the ceremony of presentation of the national �lag to the 
Chapel by the School Captain Gurpartap Bhatti. This 
was followed by the singing of the National Anthem.          

The special mention of Old Cottonian week is be�itting, 
in particular for the celebration of silver and golden 
jubilees of year groups 1994 and 1969.  It was a delight 
to see all those souls nurtured in those past years make 
the effort to return and participate in the thanksgiving 
chapel service, reading the School Lesson from the 
Bible and addressing the congregation on behalf of 
their respective mates. Two Chapel Services were held, 

nd thon 22  and 24  September 2019. It was moving and 
inspiring to hear former students speak, af�irming our 
faith in this tradition of school life centered around the 
Chapel and its role in nurturing many generations of 
students with values imparted from the Word. It 
further reinforced our faith in the vision of our 
Founder, revolving around the tradition of prayers, 
thanksgiving and intercessions, which begins with 
every day morning chapel. It reverberated in the 
speeches delivered on these joyful occasions. 

Service of Nine Lesson & Carols:The year has 
culminated in witnessing the traditional Christmas 
story of Jesus' birth enacted and retold in a Nine 
Lessons and Carol Service by the Junior School. Choir 
boys and teachers achieved this beautifully. Then 
followed the Nine Lessons and Carol Service on Friday, 

th
29  November 2019, the last Chapel Service of the 
academic year. It was an absolute pleasure to have 

many parents and the Chairman with members of the 
Board of Governors present. The processional hymn 
was led by His Grace Rt Revd Bishop PK Samantaroy, and 
the service was conducted by the Headmaster and the 
School Chaplain. The Nine Lessons were read by the 
School Captain, House Captain, School Prefects, the 
Of�iciating Senior Master, Head: Junior School and the 
Headmaster. The solemnity of the occasion was 
accentuated in the memorable singing of the Bishop's 
Chorister in the beautifully decorated candle-lit Chapel.

On this occasion the service incorporated the farewell 
ceremony and prayers of thanksgiving for the long and 
dedicated services of outgoing Headmaster Mr Roy C 
Robinson and Mrs Dorothy I Robinson, Head: Junior 
School. The presence of the Holy Spirit was invoked and 
blessing sought on their journey ahead. In his speech 
Headmaster Robinson spoke movingly of his time at 
Bishop Cotton School, the friends he had made, many 
children he had seen through their growing years and 
the satisfaction it gave him in nurturing the future of this 
country. A video presentation on outstanding changes 
initiated and achieved through the Headmaster was 
shown to the congregation. Mr Anil Mehra (Chairman of 
Finance Committee) and Mr Bhardwaj (Of�iciating 
Senior Master) applauded and shared their admiration 
of the Headmaster's achievements, highlighting the 
important role played by him at this crucial moment in 
the history of BCS.
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The chilly November night had no effect on the 
company's appreciation. An enthusiastic ovation was 
given by students, parents and invited guests. 
Mr P S Kaul (Member Board of Governors and Diocesan 
representative) in his felicitation speech especially 
thanked Mr and Mrs Robinson, for their  tireless 
support in the upliftment and education of the 
Children from the border areas of Punjab, run by the 
Diocese of Amritsar. Commemorative silver plaques 
were presented to the outgoing Headmaster by 
Mr DC Anand, Member Board of Directors and to the 
Head: Junior School by Mrs Rita Wilson, Member Board 
of Directors. The Chairman thanked him and his wife 
and assured them of his prayers, warmheartedly 
recalling their hospitality experienced over the years 
on his pastoral and of�icial visits to the School.  He then 
welcomed Mr Weale, Director Appointee, to the family 
of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla with a reassurance of 
support and blessings from the whole community.

There followed the tradition of the Handing Over of the 
Baton ceremony by Headmaster Robinson to the 
Director Appointee Mr Simon Weale in the presence of 
and witnessed by the esteemed congregation.  Among 
those we had the pleasure of having present in Chapel 
were Mrs Sunita John (Principal, Auckland House 
School), Mr Michael A John (Headmaster, Auckland 
House School for Boys), Mrs Vidhu Priya Chakraborty 
(Principal, St Thomas School) and Revd Sohan Lal 
(Presbyter In- charge and Chaplain of Shimla, Christ 
Church). 

Mr Simon Weale concluded by congratulating the 
outgoing Headmaster for raising the School to be one 
of the foremost in the country. Acknowledging the 
arduous challenge ahead, he undertook commitment 
of raising Bishop Cotton School, Shimla to a global 
level. On this uplifting note, as the service ended and 
the many candles were extinguished, His Grace RT 
Revd Bishop Samantaroy pronounced the benediction 
and the choir led the recessional carol 'Go tell it on the 
mountain' �illing the chapel with melodious singing 
and us with joy and enthusiasm.         

ndOn Monday, 2 December 2019 at 8 am the members of 
faculty and administration gathered and the last 

service of the year was conducted in the Chapel, for the 
blessing on the BCS Staff Motorcycle Expedition-2019.   

Sunday Communion Services: Throughout the year 
the Sunday Services of the Holy Eucharist have been 
regularly celebrated in the Chapel for the Christian 
students and staff. We also had the pleasure of hosting a 
Bible Society Sunday, with their representative Revd Dr 
Fr Monodeep Daniel (Chaplain and Dean of Residence, 
St. Stephen College, Head of the Brotherhood of the 
Ascended Christ, Delhi), sharing with us a meaningful 
message on the history of the Bible and its importance 
in our lives. 

On the �irst Sunday of each month the Boys attend the 
service of Holy Communion at Christ Church, Shimla. 
We are grateful to Revd Sohan Lal for his support and 
his pastoral care extended to BCS, Shimla over the year.

Visits of alumni, families of former members of staff 
and prospective students to the Chapel are much 
cherished. Among many visitors this year we have 
welcomed family members of The Revd Canon G Sinker, 
former Headmaster 1935-1945, visiting the Chapel. 

The commitment and dedication of our Choirmaster 
Mr Ruben John and Organist Mr Assur Wilson have 
been commendable. Especially appreciated is their 
assiduous perseverance in training the School Choir for 
various important occasions and Chapel Services, and 
even more so for their instilling joy and love of learning 
through singing in the Chapel and the sense of sacred 
choral music!              

All of this could not have been possible without the 
encouragement and appreciation of Headmaster 
Robinson. As School Chaplain, to all my colleagues, 
House Masters, warden, matrons, supporting staff and 
their ef�icacious team work I owe grateful thanks.  
Special thanks are due for all the support rendered by 
Mr Praveen Dharma during Old Cottonian week 
services and for designing and printing of the Order of 
Service for the Chapel throughout the year.   

We have been greatly blessed and express our 
gratitude for the pastoral visits of our Bishop and 
Chairman, on the occasions of Founder's Day and later 
in the year for the Service of the Nine Lessons and 
Carols.

Of course there is still much to achieve and many more 
things we would love to share; but for now we ask you 
to keep us in your prayers and thank God Almighty for 
what little we can do to glorify Him.

Ad dei gloriam! 

Revd Dinesh Singh 
School Chaplain
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The 28�� of July is the most auspicious of all days in the 

year's �ixtures, but this year it was of more signi�icance 

as the School celebrated its 160�� Founder's Day in 

honour of Bishop George Edward Lynch Cotton, who 

succeeded in transforming his dream into reality. This 

year the Founder's Day was celebrated with great zest 

and enthusiasm. The celebration began with an awe 

inspiring parade by NCC cadets of class 8 and 9. The 

band led by Mr Neil Baldrey played graciously after 

months of tiring practice. It was then followed by the 

�lag ceremony and then the Chief Guest was escorted to 

the School Chapel, where after the reading of the 

gospels by the Headmaster and the School Captain 

Gurpratap Singh Bhatti was concluded. The Chief Guest 

addressed the gathering and enlightened them with 

his marvelous speech on 'LUFA SUNDAY' based on a 

happy life. Thus, ended the �irst half of the day. The 

evening saw an educational session for the students of 

the Main School, known as the Whitmarsh Knight 

Lecture. This year's panel too was headed by an 

exceptional group of people and the zeal and 

enthusiasm of our young Cottonians was almost 

tangible. The event met a successful end with everyone 

retiring with a richer knowledge base. Thus, ended the 

160�� Founder's Day celebration here at the salubrious 

hilltops of Shimla.

Bullo Kato

School Vice-Captain 2019

Founder's Day Notes 2019
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th
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla celebrated its 160  

th
Founder's Day on 28  July 2019.  The day is celebrated 

with reverence and homage for our founder Bishop 

Edward Lynch Cotton, to remember his vision and 

foresight in setting up a school in Shimla, which is has 

maintained high standards and reached the heights of 

achievement.

The day is also marked by the Annual T M Whitmarsh 

Knight Memorial Lecture, which was instituted 21 

years ago in the memory of a beloved staff member Mr 

T M Whitmarsh Knight.  Every year an eminent speaker 

and a panel of experts are invited to speak to the 

students and staff of the school on various topics of 

importance.

th
This year the 21  edition of the lecture was held in the 

thevening of 28  July 2019 in the Irwin Hall. The topic 

chosen for the lecture was 'The Environment, Climate 

st
21  Annual T M Whitmarsh Knight 
Memorial Lecture 2019
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Change and Greta Thunberg.' The keynote speaker was 

Mr Nikhil Saraf, Partner at In�inity Legal – A Boutique 

Law Firm and Legal Counsel for Cyber Laws. The 

moderator for the evening was Mrs Cahnder Suta 

Dogra. The panel members were Mr Hardeep 

Chandpuri, Mr Gurjot Singh Kaler, Ms Chetna Keer and 

Mr Saharsh Bajla, an ex-student of the School. All 

participants have been active in environmental 

conservation.

The lecture was most informative and the inputs from 

the panel members were interesting.  Then followed 

the most awaited part of the evening when questions 

were directed by the students and staff to the panel. 

The students were most forthcoming and a number of 

provocative questions were asked and answered 

patiently by the panel.

The evening gave much information about the 

environment and climate change including the effects 

of climate change. It inspired the audience and each 

person there decided to take all possible steps to 

safeguard the environment.

Mrs S Prabhudas

Faculty English Department
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CURZON HOUSE
As the winter vacations concluded, it was time for the boys of Curzon House to come back 
and strive to bring glory to their house. The boys came back in March with chubby faces.  
With the Inter-House Marathon Competition being only a month away, the boys of Curzon 
House were already on the road to better themselves and increase their stamina. Training 
was cut short because of cold weather conditions and the construction of the school road. 

rdThe Inter-House Wall-Climbing Competition was held on the 23 of March but the 
rdCurzonians could not perform and so Curzon House ranked 3 position overall. A week 

later, the Inter-House Obstacles Competition was held at Knolls Wood. Curzon House 
shared the Obstacles Cup with Ibbetson House. The practice marathon which was to be 
held a week before the �inal day was cancelled because of the construction of the school 

throad. On the 6  of March at 5:30 am the �inals for the Inter-House Marathon commenced. 
Curzon House shared the Marathon Cup with Ibbetson House and some Curzonians 

st ndshowed extreme talent and got positions in the Top 3, namely-  1   Francis Zothanpuia, 2  

CURZON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOLCURZON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOLCURZON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOL

LINLITHGOW DORMITORY CURZON HOUSELINLITHGOW DORMITORY CURZON HOUSELINLITHGOW DORMITORY CURZON HOUSE

House Notes
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rd ndBullo Kato and 3  Jaruwit Lalitrattna in the Open Division. Arav Agarwal �inished in the 2  place in U-16 Division and 
ndAadi Munjal �inished 2  in the U-14 Division. Francis Zothanpuia was awarded the Victor Ludorum for the year 2019. 

The Cricket Season and the Basketball Season commenced right after the Marathon Season. Curzon House won the 
Cricket Cup in the Inter-House Cricket Competition.  Shreyash Kumar, Aradhya Goyal, Adit Tandon, Tanish Bansal, Yuvraj 
MIttal, Vishwajeet Negi and Saksham Singla represented the School Team Cricket XI in the Goldstein Cricket 
Tournament. Francis Zothanpuia, Scott Pachuau, Dinsanga Fanai, Jaruwit Lalitrattna and Pasit Klongteerasit 
represented the Basketball School Team. Curzon House once again won the Basketball Cup in the Inter-House Basketball 

thCompetition. On the 6 of May, Bullo Kato was appointed as the School Vice-Captain and I, Francis Zothanpuia as Curzon 
stHouse Captain.  In the Inter-House Swimming Competition, Curzon House won the Relay Cup and stood 1  in the 

Competition. Bullo Kato, Mehakdeep Singh, Gurfateh Singh and Ayush Sardana sacri�iced their summer vacations to go 
to Manali and enrolled themselves in the Basic Mountaineering Course. They spent 27 rough and cold days on the hills of 
Manali.

stThe Football Season commenced with the Inter-House matches and Curzon House ranked 1  and won the Inter-House 
Football Cup. Bullo Kato, Ayush Sardana, Arav Agarwal, Aradhya Goyal and I, Francis Zothanpuia were selected in the 

thSchool Football Team XI and represented the School in the 9 Bishop George Edward Lynch Cotton Memorial Inter-
nd

School Soccer Tournament and the 22  Bhupinder Singh Memorial Football Inter-School Tournament. Francis 
Zothanpuia was awarded The Best Player of the Tournament and The Highest Goal Scorer of the Tournament award 
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scoring 13 Goals. Mehakdeep Singh, Gurfateh Singh, Malsawma Hauhnar, Dinsanga Fanai and Jaruwit Lalitrattana were 
selected for the School Football Team B and played in the School tournament. Bullo Kato, Ayush Sardana and I, Francis 
Zothanpuia were selected for the CISCE National Football Games and played in Kolkata. Aradhya Goyal was selected to 
play in Nahan, at the District Level in football.

rdIn the Inter-House Boxing Competition, Curzon House stood 3 . Bullo Kato was awarded The Most Scienti�ic Boxer for 
the Year 2019. A school from Punjab had come for an Inter-School Boxing �ixture and one Curzonian stood out. 

th rdMehakdeep Singh was awarded The Best Boxer award. Curzon House stood 4 in the Inter-House Hindi Play and 3 in the 
stInter-House English Play. In Hockey, Curzon House bagged the 1 position and won the Inter-House Hockey Cup. In the 

rdInter-House Racquet Games Competition Curzon House shared the 3 place with Rivaz House.

Gurfateh Singh, Bullo Kato and Ayush Sardana ventured on to climb Mount Gurson (6250 mts) but only Gurfateh 
Singh and Bullo Kato were able to conquer the mountain. Unfortunately, Ayush Sardana had to climb back down 
mid-way to the base camp because of a foot injury. 

As the year came to a close, there was one last event that the boys of Curzon House were looking forward to, 
stAthletics. We �inished the event with a bang and won the Challenge Cup and the Pro�iciency Cup and came 1 in the 

overall score. Jaruwit Lalitrattana and Francis Zothanpuia were declared the Victors of the Open Division.

Francis Zothanpuia
Curzon House Captain 2019
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IBBETSON HOUSE
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The frosty winds of Shimla welcomed the boys back to school. While the queen of the hills 

was still crowned with snow the boys in blue warmed up the School with their enthusiastic 

smiles. The year began with the Marathon Season. In order to prepare for the battles to 

come the boys toured the hills of Shimla, training themselves for the Finals of the Marathon 

Cup. The boys fought a gruesome battle and we were the proud winners of the Marathon 

Cup. Then we did not back off in the Wall Climbing season either, where we again lifted the 

Wall Climbing Trophy with Arugna Adhikari bagging the gold medal in the A division and 

Gurpartap Singh Bhatti bagging the silver medal. Our climb to glory was indeed 

unstoppable, when we were declared the Victors of the Obstacle Cup. We managed to 

clench the Challenge as well as the Pro�iciency Cup. The next battle was fought in the pitch 

of the third �lat where the Ibbetsonians performed exceptionally and managed to secure 

the Second Position in the Inter-House Cricket Fixtures. Gurpartap Singh Bhatti, Arugna 

Adhikari and Mayank Barala went on to represent the School by securing themselves a 

IBBETSON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOLIBBETSON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOLIBBETSON HOUSE MAIN SCHOOL

-38-



place in the School Cricket Team. They later went on to represent the School in the Inter-School Goldstein Tournament 

held the in home ground of BCS, Shimla. The Cricket Season was followed by the Basketball Season, where again after an 

exceptional �ight we managed to secure the Second Position. Gurpartap Singh Bhatti, Mayank Barala and Guneet Singh 

progressed on to the School Basketball Team and represented the School in various tournaments as well. 

On the Bayliss front Ibbeston led. The Debating Team gave a �lawless performance and emerged victorious in the Inter-

House debating competition by defeating Rivaz House in the Finals. Arugna Adhikari and Raghav Khurana were 

awarded the best speakers of the competition. The duo progressed on to the School Debating Team and won many 

laurels for the School in the Dr Revd Samuel Slater Memorial Invitational Interschool Debates. 

thOn the 6 of May Gurpartap Singh Bhatti was appointed the School Captain and Arugna Adhikari was appointed as the 

House Captain for the year 2019. The boys returned to the comfort of their homes for the June summer breaks while 

Gurpartap Singh Bhatti and Arugna Adhikari sacri�iced the luxury of their homes to attend the Basic Mountaineering 

Course conducted in Manali. Once the boys entered the premises of the School all that was revolving around in the 

minds of the Ibbetsonians was how to win the Inter-House Football Cup. Here we only managed to secure the 

Second Position.

Now the boys had to start practicing for the Hindi One-Act Play. The auditions were held by the Ibbetson Upper 

Sixth. After the auditions, the boys started practicing to win the Competition, where we very gloriously bagged the 
st1 position.
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The event which came next was PT and Gymnastics. The boys had been practicing for this event for more than a 

month. Now it was time for the boys of the House to show their hard work. The House was led by Vishesh Dadu, who 

also had worked very hard for this event. The boys performed very well on the �inal day. Arugna Adhikari and 
nd

Aditya Jain did exceptionally well at the Gymnastics Competition. We managed to bag the 2  Position in PT and 
st rd

Gymnastics. Arugna Adhikari bagged the 1  Position in Gymnastics whereas Aditya Jain bagged the 3  Position and 

were awarded Colours as well. It was again time to now practice for the English One- Act Play. We practiced very 
nd

hard for this play since winning this was indeed crucial for the house. We managed to secure the 2  Position in the 

Competition. 

Now the main event which was left was the Sports Day. The boys had started practicing for the Marching Cup, 

athletic events and various other activities. The boys practiced for this event during the morning games and also in 

the evening. The boys of the House were a bit nervous too as it was the last event in which they could show that they 

were no less than the others. Finally the day came and all the Ibbetsonians were ready to show and get what they 

had practiced for. The day started with marching in which our House did very well. Then came the athletics event in 

which also our House did pretty well. Now it was time for the prize distribution, wherein the boys of our house won 

many individual prizes. The victors from E Division to the C Division were awarded to boys from our house. 

Arugna Adhikari also bagged the Victor for A division. We also managed to win the Marching Cup.  

We now look forward to our House performing really well in the years to come and wish best of luck to all the 

Ibbetsonians.

Arugna Adhikari

Ibbetson House Captain 2019
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This year began with the Lefroyans returning back from their three months long winter 

vacations. There was a lot of excitement among the new and old boys for the upcoming 

year. The excitement was fuelled by our spirit to get a good house position.The year's 

sports activities began with the Obstacle Course and Wall Climbing, where the Lefroyans 

tried their level best. In the Marathon we did not perform too well but covered up for this 
nd 

dismal performance in Cricket, where we achieved the 2 Position. Our House boys 

made us proud by making it to the School Cricket Team. Yogdeep Thakur, Jishan Padda, 

Chirag Rana, Arayaman Sood, Dilkash Chaudhary and Harneet Singh were the 

representatives of the House in the School Cricket Team. Yogdeep achieved the Best 

Batsman of the Tournament Award. This made us con�ident to perform even better in 

the coming sports events.

After our arrival from the spring break, on the �irst day of the Dr Revd Samuel Slater 

Memorial Invitational Interschool Debates, the Prefects were appointed in the Chapel by 

the Headmaster. The honour and responsibility of being the House Captain was passed 
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nd ndon to Jishan Padda. Under his able leadership our house gained the 2 Position in boxing. We got the 2  Position for 
st

the main school Challenge Cup and the 1  Position in the junior school Challenge Cup. Our House boys got many 

gold and silver and boys like Karanpal Kalia made us proud by winning the Best Loser Award. Luck did not favour us 

in Inter-House Football and Athletics. However,Karanpal Kalia, Aryaman Sood and Divyansh Vinayek made it to the 

School Football Team. Arayaman Sood was awarded the Best Goalkeeper Award at the Inter-School Football 

Tournament hosted by BCS, Shimla. Our performance in the areas of shooting, badminton, table tennis, and squash 
stwas excellent. We got the 1  Position in all the above mentioned sports. In shooting, Jishan Padda, Chirag Rana, 

Aryaman Sood and Yashwardhan Karol made it to the School Team.

In the Bayliss curriculum our House performance was average. The Bayliss activities for the year began with 
rd

English Debates in which Madhav Kalra made it to the School Team. In the House Debates we stood 3 . As for the 
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rd 
Dramatics Cup, we couldn't perform our best and gained the 3 Position in the Hindi Play One Act Play Competition 

thand the 4  Position in the English One Act Play Competition.

Thus, one could say that we had a year full of ups and downs but we balanced our energy between the various 

activities of the year very well. Behind the scenes we had a lot of fun and our bond of friendship strengthened. I take 

this opportunity to thank our Housemaster Mr Rohit Vyas for his support, guidance and encouragement. 

Jishan Padda

Lefroy House Captain 2019
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RIVAZ HOUSE 

The year stared with the appointment of Rohan Sangma, as the House Captain after which 

we set about our task of reaching the promised goal i.e. to lift the Cock House Trophy. In the 

�irst competition of the season, three Rivazites made it to the School Cricket Team, namely 

Rohan Sangma, Aakash Drona and Yajur Bhandari. In the next event of the Arti�icial Wall 

Climbing Competition we achieved an overall second place. Obstacle and Basketball 

Competitions were also a big hit. In the Swimming Competition, we again managed a 
nd 

2 Position with Aryan Sinha and Yajur Bhandari receiving several medals. After a number 
ndof 2  Positions we felt that we needed a victory to prove ourselves and therefore we got into 

the boxing ring more determined than ever. Here each Rivazite fought to his utmost 

strength and brought home the Boxing Trophy after many years of waiting. Athletics season 
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was again one of the strong points of the year as Hanvender Pal Singh collected a total of 6 gold medals and took 

home the Victor Ludorum for the year 2019. Other notable mentions include Aryan Sinha and Kabir Mansukhani in 

athletics. In the shooting range Yuvraj Singh made it to the national level. After all this the Pargiyal Mountaineering 

Club decided to summit Mt. Gurson, and here also Rohan Sangma went on to scale it and do the school and himself 

proud. Many Rivazites bagged colors for their efforts in various sports, namely: 

Rohan Sangma : Mountaineering

Yuvraj Singh : Shooting

Aryan Sinha : Swimming

Hanvender Pal Singh : Athletics   

The Bayliss �ield proved very fruitful as Rivaz House reached the �inals of the Inter House Debates for the second 

consecutive year and Drishya Aggarwal went on to represent the School Debating Team. The Inter House Hindi One 
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Act Play was a huge hit with Rivaz House putting on stage a comedy titled Humshakals. Udit Jain and Yash Yadav won 

personal accolades. Next up, was the Inter House English One Act Play, where the House led by Drishya Aggarwal and 

Harshit Chalani displayed their acting skills to perfection in the comedy 'The Dumb Wife of Cheapside,' and hence 

made Rivaz House stand victorious on the stage. Drishya Aggarwal took home the award for the Glancy Dramatics 

and the Best Actor in a lead role (male), and Harshit Chalani walked away with the Best Actor in a female role. In all, 

the Bayliss season was a huge success. 

I would like to thank our Housemaster, Mr Praveen Dharma, without whose leadership and guidance this all would 

not have been possible. As I pass the baton to the next batch that has the responsibility of taking the house forward, I 

wish them luck and I leave this institution with a sense of security that the house will go from strength to strength 

and make the Cottonian family proud.

Rohan Sangma

Rivaz House Captain 2019
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The Chelmsford Sinker Academic Curriculum

Junior School Notes

ndThe Junior School reopened on 2 March 2019. The 
th thnew children joined on 5 March. On the 13 April, the 

boys left for tours and treks. The boys had an option to 

choose from Gujarat, Jim Corbett, Bombay-Goa and Sri 

Lanka. They all had a wonderful time and safely 
nd

returned back to school on 22  April. Inter-Class 

competitions are held in Reading, Writing and 

Recitation both in English and Hindi. We also 

have competitions in Computer Studies, General 

Knowledge, Singing and Dancing. Children from each 

class are felicitated with badges thrice a year for the 

following achievements: Best Student, Best Behaved, 

Best Reader and The Boy Who Spells the Best. In the 

Junior School we conduct Unit Tests throughout the 

year and only Class 5 sits for Final Examinations in 

November.

thThe Junior School concert was held on 30 May. It 

started with a Prayer Song. The Non-Formal Centre 

danced to the song 'Dil	 Hai	 Chota	 Sa.' The Learning 

Centre danced on 'Rumattya.' Class 3 danced on 

'Bhumbro' and 'Macarena.' Class 4 danced on 'I	Dare	

You' and 'Resham	Ka	Rumal.' Class 5 did a musical play 

'The	Button	Tree' and danced on the number 'Better	

When	 I	 Am	Dancing.' The boys and the staff worked 

tirelessly and put up a great show.

The Festival of the Differently Abled was held on 
th st

20 and 21 September 2019. The class rooms in The 

Junior School were converted into residential 

accommodations for the special 193 children from all 

over Himachal Pradesh. 14 schools participated with 

34 teacher escorts. On the �irst day of the festival was 

the cultural show that was presided over by Mr Dinesh 

Kumar, our very own retired teacher. On the second day, 

they had their sports events followed by the Mela. The 

Junior School boys were sent home during this festival.

Before the Final Examinations the boys were sent to 

town with their respective teachers. On the eve of 

Children's Day, the Main School along with the Junior 

School boys performed a musical concert on the �irst 

�lat followed by special dinner. Class 5 sat for the Final 

Examinations with the Middle and Senior School on 
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th18  November 2019.The Junior School Carol Service 
th

was held on 28 November followed by a Christmas 

Party.  The boys left  for  winter  vacation on 
th30 November 2019. My report would be incomplete if 

I do not extend my sincere thanks to teachers, matrons 

and support staff.

Mrs Kiran Thakur

Junior School Coordinator
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Bayliss Co-Curricular Activities

Annual Art Report 
The year 2019 started with great enthusiasm towards 

the new session for the young and the budding artists 

of BCS, Shimla. The enthusiasm was specially seen 

amongst the students who did not opt for Art as a 

subject. The students of the Middle School showed 

remarkable participation as they were the ones who 

experimented with new mediums and came out with 

outstanding art works. This was the year when the 

students got the exposure of working in almost every 

medium like oil colours, water colours, acrylic colours, 

pencil shading, oil pastels, charcoal, etchings, pencil 

colours and poster colours. They were successful in 

expressing their emotions on paper and canvas. A lot of 

focus was given to the Middle School students in the 

�ield of sketching that improved their drawing skills, 

which resulted in the form of excellent pencil sketches. 

The Hansraj Art Prize saw a tough competition. There 

were many participants in the competition. 

Shivij Grover of Class IX was awarded the Best Artist 

Award. He showed remarkable skill in all the mediums. 

Naunidha Singh Sawhney, IX was awarded the Prize for 

Landscape. The Headmaster's Special Prize was given 

to Aditya Jain, IX. The Middle School Art Prize was won 

by Atharv Jalan, VII. He showed remarkable skills in 

water colours and came out with outstanding works. 

He also won the Perspective Prize. The Colour and 

Depth Prize for the Middle School went to Ranveer 

Singh Kocchar, VIII and he also won the Headmaster's 

Special Prize. Sarthak Khandelwal, VIII also won the 

Headmaster's Special Prize. 

The students got a lot of exposure to innovative ideas in 

Art and they had a competitive year in which the 

Cottonians put in their best. We hope that they will 

continue their quest for success in Art for the years to 

come.

Mr Danny B Singh

Master In-charge 

Art Department
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Art Gallery

By Atharva Jalan, Class VII, water colour on paper By Wali Mohammad Class VII, 

pen and ink on paper

By Sridhan Tulsyan, Class IX, pen and ink on paper By Shivij Grover, Class IX, water colour on paper

By Naunidha Sawhney, Class IX, water colour on paper By Aryan Sinha, Class IX, oil on canvas
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We	write	to	taste	life	twice,	on	in	the	moment	and	

in	retrospect.	

Anais	Nin

This is really true at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla as 

extraordinary experiences are relived, when they are 

written about by the students.  The students get the 

opportunity to relive their experiences through their 

classroom exercises and their projects.  They also get 

an outlet through the publications of the school: The 

periodical The Mitre, which records the happenings 

of the school, the annual magazine The Cottonian, 

which is a record of the year and The Pegasus, which 

records the poetic expressions  of the students.

Cottonians are proli�ic writers and contribute readily 

for the publications.  They enjoy writing and they are 

guided by the teachers of the English Department.  

We wish that the students continue to experience, 

observe, write, grow and progress as writers.

Mrs S Prabhudas

Teacher In-charge

Creative Writing Club 
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Class 7

Winner :  Pranay Bansal

Runner Up :  Dhruv Chapparia

Class 8

Winner :  Ranveer Singh/

   Pradyut Bhimsaria

Runner Up : Drishtpreet Singh Grover 

The members developed their vocabulary and 

enjoyed reading a wide variety of books, so we were 

successful.  We thank Mrs S Goel, our Librarian for her 

co-operation and Mrs S Prabhudas for her guidance. 

We wish good luck to the next year's Book Club.

Rushant Makkar 

Krishiv Chhabra

Gopesh Bansal

Reyansh Aggarwal

Book Club Of�icials

Books…they are a source of knowledge, entertainment, 

information and a lot more.  With a new spirit of 

learning, we started this year's Book Club hoping to do 

something new. The club encouraged reading among 

the members and had a number of meetings to discuss 

books.  The Middle School boys did not disappoint us 

and proved to be voracious readers.  We conducted 

quizzes and tests on the books read by the members.  

A total of 18 tests were conducted over the year.  The 

members participated with great enthusiasm and 

determination.  We developed several skills, like 

critical analysis, leadership qualities, organizing and 

conducting skills.  We also learnt to see the students 

from the teacher's point of view.  The Book Club was 

very interactive and boys could choose books suited to 

their level and they were tested on the books they read.  

The tests were taken for classes 6, 7 and 8.  The overall 

results are as follows:

Class 6

Winner : Bhavya Jain

Runner Up : Nipun Bisht

Book Club Report 
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The session for the Chess Club 2019 was very 

interesting and innovative.  There were 32 

matches held for classes 6, 7 and 8.  The boys 

participating in the Chess Club enjoyed playing 

the matches and showed great skill and 

determination.

The winners for the year are:

Class 6

Winner :  Jaideep Singh

Runner Up :  Anmol Agrawal

Class 7

Winner :   Aradhya Sultania

Runner Up :  Atharv Bassi

Class 8

Winner : Daksh Dadu

Runner Up : Daksh Singhmar

The Chess Club of�icials enjoyed conducting the 

matches and it was a great opportunity to learn 

various skills  of  leadership.  We thank  

Chess Club

Mrs S Prabhudas for giving us such a great opportunity.

Krishay Agarwal, 8C

Garv Kher,  8A

Chess Club Of�icials

The Careers Club has always played an integral 

part in shaping the minds of young Cottonians and 

has gone from strength to strength, under the able 

leadership of Mr Praveen Dharma and Mrs Sunita 

Singh.

Many Cottonians due to the help of this club have 

gone to achieve success in their desired colleges 

and universities.The Careers Club provides a clear 

vision to its students and helps them choose their 

respective line or �ield. It gets in touch with 

various colleges throughout the nation and 

abroad, and sets up its students for the best 

universities. This year was no exception as the 

Careers Club�irst invited the Institute for Career 
th thStudies based in Lucknow, from the 9  to 11  of 

April 2019 and they picked each student from the 

classes 8, 9, 10 and 12 for personal guidance and 

support. The students found the sessions very 
th

helpful. Later on 30  April, the visit of the 

representatives of universities from the United 

States of America followed. An interactive session 

Careers Club Notes

between the representatives and the students of 

class 10 and 12 was organised by Gen Next 

Education.The students decided to give it a 

thought of selecting of universities after hearing 

the words of the delegates. The following 

universities were represented:

University of Delware

University of West Virgina

Eastern Michigan University

George Mason University

Columbia University

We as Cottonians would like to thank the Careers 

Club for the way it functions in helping us achieve 

our dream of studying at our desired colleges.

Ikshit Diwan

Member : Careers Club
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The preparations for the competitions began well in advance with sending out invitations and auditioning speakers 
for various divisions and choosing suitable elocution pieces.  Seven local schools of Shimla were invited and six 
kindly accepted the invitation and sent in their con�irmations.  Thus the stage was set for the competition to take 

thplace in Irwin Hall on 4  August 2018. The speakers who quali�ied to represent Bishop Cotton School, Shimla at the 
competition are as follows: Jayaditya Subedar (Class 6), Harshit Chhalani (Class 7), Kushagra Priya (Class 8), 
Naunidha Singh (Class 9), Raghav Khurana (Class 10), Ikshit Diwan (Class 11), Arugna Adhikari (Class 12).

The Chief Guest, Mrs S Modi was received and welcomed by the Headmaster and the event was inaugurated with the 
lighting of the lamp by her.  The Headmaster Mr R C Robinson addressed and welcomed the gathering of visiting 
students and teacher escorts.  The competition then commenced with the Junior Division – Poetry Recitation event.  
The competition was tough as each speaker did his/her best and the judges had a dif�icult time in marking the 
speakers.  At the end of the competition, our Headmaster felicitated the winners and gave away the prizes to the 
winners and gifts to all competitors.  The constant support and encouragement of the Headmaster made the event a 
success and was much enjoyed and appreciated by all the guests. The event would not have been possible without the 
whole hearted co-operation of all those who contributed to it in various ways.

B L Modi Inter-School English Elocution Competition 2019

a Junior Division (Poetry) Best Speaker          Nargis Thakur (CJM)
 class 6 Most Promising Speaker Aradhya Sethi (AHS)

b Intermediate Division (Poetry)  Best Speaker Nishtha Khullar (CJM)
 class 7 Most Promising Speaker Harshit Chhalani (BCS)

c Intermediate Division (Prose)  Best Speaker Jerika Bhogal (CJM)
 Class 8 Most Promising Speaker Mrigakshi Sharma (Chapslee)

d Senior Division ( Drama)  Best Speaker Yeva Gupta ( LC,TH))
 class 9 Most Promising Speaker Ishan Malhotra (AHSB)

e. Senior Division  (Drama)  Best Speaker Raghav Khurana (BCS)
 Class 10 Most Promising Speaker Sabhya Kumar ( LC, TH)

f. Open Division (Turn-coat)  Best Speaker Praneeta Kamal (LC,TH)
 Class 11 Most Promising Speaker Oshin Chauhan (CJM)

g. Open Division (Turn-coat)  Best Speaker Arugna Adhikari (BCS)
 Class 12 Most Promising Speaker Vanishka Mehta (LH,TH)

Mrs S Prabhudas
Teacher In-Charge
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Western Music Society

'Joy,	 sorrow,	 tears,	 lamentation,	 laughter	 –	 to	 all	

these	music	gives	voice,	but	in	such	a	way	that	we	are	

transported	from	the	world	of	unrest	to	a	world	of	

peace,	and	see	reality	 in	a	new	way,	as	 if	we	were	

sitting	by	a	mountain	lake	and	contemplating	hills	

and	 woods	 and	 clouds	 in	 the	 tranquil	 and	

fathomless	water.'

Albert	Schweitzer

It is rightly said that sciences teach us to live life but arts 

tell us what to live it for. Therefore it has been a 

constant endeavour of the Western Music Society of 

BCS, Shimla to instill love for music into the hearts of all 

the impressionable children under our care. We 

understand that our duty hence surpasses instructing 

students on the course work and encompasses the 

development of abilities, character, creative thinking, 

intellectual curiosityand empathy towards other 

cultures.

The Western Music Society is one of the few 

departments in the School that works with all the 

sections of the School viz. Junior to Senior. Apart from 

providing skills in instrumentation and choral work, 

we also actively represent the cultural face of the 

School during most of the School Programs. The Holy 

Trinity Choir i.e. the School Choir performs in all the 

programs held in the Chapel sustaining the spiritual 

essence of the School. The training of the choir begins 

as soon as the School opens, which includes daily 

practices to develop tone, technique, blend and 

intonation. A four part choir is trained for all major 

school functions and a two part choir for daily Chapel 

Services within the School.

This year the �irst program that the choir performed 
th

for was the Junior School Concert on 30  May 2019. A 

choir of the boys from the Junior School was prepared 

in unison to accompany the musical, 'The Button Tree', 

and to provide �illers in between other performances. 

Aside from the songs for the musical, the �iller songs 

performed were, 'Down on my Knees' as an invocation 

hymn, 'Raindrops Keep Falling on my Head' by BJ 

Thomas, 'Happy' by Pharrell Williams, 'Shine Jesus 

Shine' by Graham Kendrick and 'Dancing Queen' by 

Abba.

The Junior School Concert was followed by the Senior 

School Speech Day, where the Holy Trinity Choir 

performed 'Great is Thy Faithfulness'  as an 

invocationaccompaniedby Tanveer Bhamra on the 

violin, HridaySethi, C Rajkumar and A Bassi on the 

guitar. 

The next celebration was the Founder's Day, where the 

choir performed two special hymns namely, 'Here I am 

Lord' and 'Ten Thousand Reasons' along with leading 

the chapel singing for the congregational hymns.
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The major event of the year for the Society is the 

Western Music Competition, which was held this year 
th

on 17  August 2019. This year the boys showed great 

enthusiasm to perform. A lot of new talent was spotted. 

The boys went through extensive training. The 

Competition was adjudged in the categories of Solo 

Singing, Duets, House Choirs, Solo Instrumental 

Performance and Group Instrumental Performance. 

The Judges for the occasion were Mrs Karma 

Chauhanfrom Auckland House School for Girls, 

Mr Sandeep Mehta, music teacher from Auckland 

House School for Girls and Mr Sanjay Mehta, music 

teacher at Auckland House School for Boys. The overall 

winner for this competition was Lefroy House.

The last two events for the year were the Junior and the 

Senior School Carol Service. For the Junior School Carol 

Service a Tableau of Christ's Nativity was presented in 

the Chapel, interspersed with carols sung by the 

congregation and led by the Junior School Choir. Two 

special songs were also prepared for this occasion 

namely 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' and 'Deck the 

Hall' both sung in two parts.

The Senior School Carol Service is called The Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. The tradition of Nine Lessons 

and Carols is popularly associated with King's College, 

Cambridge, but its origins are attributed to Truro 

Cathedral in Cornwall, England. The Holy Trinity 

Choir led the singing during the service for the 

congregational hymns and sang two special carols 

namely 'Far, Far Away on Judea's Plains' originally 

written for an 1869 Christmas program in St George, 

Utah, by John Menzies Macfarlane and 'Bethlehem 

Down' by Peter Warlock, a British composer and music 

critic.

The performances under the tutelage of the Society 

were appreciated throughout the year by all that 

witnessed these. The faculty members involved for the 

year 2019 is MrAsshur Wilson and Mr Reuben John.

Nathan Fanai of grade XII has worked diligently with 

undiminishing and highly commendable effort 

throughout the year in organising and managing the 

choristers.

A small note of thanks and heartfelt gratitude is 

necessary to the Headmaster and the Head: Junior 

School for their patience, guidance and support 

towards the Society 

Mr Reuben John

Choirmaster and Music Teacher
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Photography Club Notes

The Photography Club renders service to the school by 

capturing events and turning them into memories for 

the students. This year the club saw four boys, namely 

Hriday Sethi, Jasdeep Saluja, Jaruwit Lalitrattna and 

Aryan Tomar taking on the responsibility of covering 

the various school events. Other than that three 

students were appointed as student in-charges namely 

Arugna Adhikari ,  Rohan Gideon and Francis 

Zothanpuia to  carry out  the organisational 

responsibilities of the club. These students have 

become adept at handling the camera, understanding 

light and composing frames. Most importantly they 

have a developed a passion for the art of photography.  I 

would also like to place my gratitude to the student in-

charges for carrying out their duties with diligence and 

helping in distribution of the photographs ef�iciently.

The year began with the Club covering the �irst event, 

the Marathon. In similar vein of coverage and on job 

learning, the club covered all the sporting and stage 

activities throughout the year right up to the last event, 

the Carol Service. Other than the extra-curricular 

activities the Club also covered the OC Week.

I would like to put on record my gratitude to both 

Mr Neil Baldrey and Mrs Richa Sood, who were ever 

enthusiastic in helping the Club. 

Mr Reuben John

Teacher in-charge

Debating Notes

Debating in English has always been a signi�icant 

component of the curriculum at Bishop Cotton School, 

Shimla. The school endeavours to teach students to 

engage in healthy discussion, to think critically about 

their sometimes inherited opinions and to really 

comprehend the origins and validity in using facts and 

personal objectivity as well as experience to defend, 

change and present their arguments. Debating, instead 

of arguing, helps develop critical thinking skills, the 

ability to make reasoned and well thought out 

arguments in addition to questioning.

As the Coordinator for Debates one worked tirelessly 

towards organising a professional debating coach to 

teach our boys the �iner nuances of debating skills. 

After weeks of hectic parleys during the winter 

vacations, I was able to �inally contact Ms Tannishtha 

Bhattacharjee (M.Phil. MA, BA Hons. History, 

University of Delhi), a Teaching Assistant at Ashoka 

University and the former debating coach at The Shri 

Ram School, Delhi, who agreed to come up to BCS, 

Shimla. With the kind permission of the Headmaster, 

she coached our boys during two workshops that were 

organised in the months of March and April- May.

The Inter-House Debates were conducted in early April 

after the �irst workshop with Ms Bhattacharjee. 

The English Department teachers- Mrs Sushma Kaul, 

Mr Sabya Sachi Ghosh, Mrs Susheela Prabhudas, 

Mrs A Zaidi and Mr Kuldeep Verma along with 

Mr Ian Boye, Mr Reuben John, Revd Dinesh Singh and 

Mr Neil Baldrey rendered their services towards the 

smooth functioning of the event. A �ierce battle of 

thoughts ensued in the Litster Hall with Ibbetson House 

emerging the winner. After the successful completion of 

this �ixture, the School Debating Team was decided- 

Drishya Agarwal, Arugna Adhikari, Raghav Khurana 

and Madhav Kalra. The think tank included Nimish 

Vyas, Rabideep Singh, Naunidha Singh, Aarush Gupta 

and Shivij Grover.

The second workshop was conducted prior to the 
thprestigious 24  Edition of the Dr Samuel Slater 

Memorial Invitational English Debates hosted by us. 

Ms Bhattacharjee worked long and hard with the boys. 

As the Coordinator long hours were spent at work 

hoping our boys do well. We researched material 

thoroughly, watched debates to sharpen listening skills, 

practiced, practiced, practiced‼ The boys learnt to 

express themselves and speak their hearts out on given 

topics. They tried getting the opposition in their 

reasoning. They learnt to prove their point. They did 

learn con�idence, poise and improved self-esteem. They 
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were provided with an engaging, active, learnercentric 

activity each day. Finally the event saw the arrival of 15 

schools from across the country and we hosted them 
th th

from the 7  of May to the 12  of May. The School Team 

reached the Semi-Finals where they lost to the Mayo 

Girls' Team after a close contest. I must take this 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  M r s  S u s h m a  K a u l , 

Mr Dinesh Thakur and Mr Praveen Dharma for their 

un�linching support and help. I will be failing in my 

duty if I do not express my gratitude to all my 

colleagues for the smooth running of this mammoth 

event, which was my �irst one as the sole organiser!

The academic year 2019 saw participation of our 

students in a plethora of Inter-School debating events 

at various venues across the country. The Headmaster 

was very kind and gracious in permitting our boys to 

participate and learn at these debating �ixtures. This 

included the Literary Fest at Loreto Convent, Shimla, 

where our boys stood second in the Turn-Coat 

Competition and third in the Spell Bee, Crossword and 

Slogan Writing Competitions. In the St Edwards Model 

United Nations held at Shimla, Udit Jain bagged the �irst 

prize for his journalism. Our boys participated in The 

Inter-School Sages Nature Quiz Competition held at 

Auckland House School, Shimla. 

The inter School competitions that our debaters 

participated in are as follows:

 The Annual Vivek High School Debate, Chandigarh

 Chandigarh, the Tribune Debate 2019 held at 

Loreto Convent School, Shimla

 The Silver Jubilee Commemorative Young Thinkers' 

Conclave 2019 held at Mayo College Girls' School, 

Ajmer. Here Raghav Khurana won an individual 

position.

 The Bilingual Turncoat Debate at Pinegrove School, 

Dharampur

 The Jaipur Debate held at Neerja Modi School, 

Jaipur. Here Drishya Aggarwal bagged numerous 

prizes.

 The Arise! Awake! Declamation Competition held at 

Gaiety Theatre, Shimla. Here Piyush Bhagat and 
rd th

Krishiv Chhabra won the 3 and 4  positions out of 

the 30 schools that took part.

th
 The 15  East India Debate held at Assam Valley 

School, Tezpur. Here Arugna Adhikari and Raghav 

Khurana bagged individual positions.

rd
 The 3  Farida Abraham Memorial National Debate 

and Quiz Competition held at La Martiniere College 

Girls', Lucknow. 

thUnfortunately, the invitations to many MUNs, the 7  All 

India Llewelyn Memorial Inter-School English Debate 
stat Sherwood College and the 21  Vasant Valley School 

English Debate for the India Today Cup 2019 had to be 

declined due to clashes with our in-house events.

It has been my whole-hearted effort to nurture rational 

thinking,  etiquette,  organisation of thought , 

persuasion and public speaking. As the Coordinator: 

Debates, I have worked diligently beyond normal 

school hours to engage students in relevant learning 

and inspire them to be deep thinkers. It is a constant 

endeavour to develop excellent oral communication 

skills. The experience has been exhausting no doubt 

but de�initely rewarding and valuable. I do wish to 

express my gratitude to the Headmaster for his support 

and guidance. 

I look forward to another year of result oriented work. 

Until then…

Mrs Rose Lal

Coordinator: Debates
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Irwin Light and Sound Club

There is always a context to events that require suitable 

action on it. One does not expect a joyous ditty at a 

funeral. In a similar manner the Irwin Light and Sound 

Club is obliged to provide the right atmosphere to the 

various stage events conducted in the school 

auditorium.

The club is the eyes and ears of the schooland therefore 

we started the year collaborating with the English 

Department to carry out the Annual Rev Samuel Slater 

Memorial Invitational Debates to a successful end. The 

equipment was put to good use throughout the year for 

glitch-free performances for all the major stage events 

namely, B L Modi Invitational English Elocution, English 

and Hindi Plays, the Whitmarsh Knight Lectures, FODA 

(Festival of the Differently Abled) and the Western 

Music Concert.

The Careers Club and the Irwin Light and Sound Club 

worked closely throughout the year to provide for the 

boys hindrance-free counseling sessions. The 

resource persons for the same were able to conduct 

their workshops smoothly and ef�iciently.

This year the club had two studentsin-charges namely: 

Vaibhav Bansal and Mayank Barala. Through the year 

the boys worked tirelessly towards the success of each 

event while learning how to operate the equipment. 

The Club will like to place on record its gratitude and 

appreciation to the Headmaster for his constant 

support and guidance.

Mr Reuben John

AV Room In-charge
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The Grindlays Games Curriculum

The Inter house Obstacle Competition took place 

in the month of April 2019. It marked the 

beginning of the activities of the school. All the 

four houses participated and the boys showed 

excellent house spirit and enthusiasm towards the 

competition, they entrenched in them feeling to 

get their respective house to the �irst place and 

that is what made the competition so interesting.

It takes a lot of practice and dedication for the boys 

to get familiar with the ropes and ditches and that 

Obstacles Notes

was ensured by out PTI who made every house 

go up to the obstacle course on the days they 

were supposed to. The competition ended with 
stCurzon and Ibbetson getting the 1  Position, 

rd th
Rivaz came 3  and Lefroy 4 . The Challenge 

Cup was won by Ibbetson and the Pro�iciency 

Cup was won by Curzon.

Saurav Mehta

Obstacle Captain 2019

-61-



The year started off with the Marathon Season which 

was being eagerly awaited by all the students. 

Preparations for the D day begun in the month of 

March. After a tiring month of practice the Cottonians 

were ready for the whistle to blow.

th
The marathon was held on the 6  of April. The route 

practice gave an idea of the route to the students. 

Finally, when the day arrived, the students got off their 

cozy beds and were ready to move towards their 

starting point. After the exhausting run, it was time for 

the result.

This year Kalvin Tiwana of Ibbetson House set a new 

record for the under 10 division. The former record 

was held by Usman Zahoor in 2006. 

The winners of their respective divisions are as 

follows:

Under-10 :   Kalvin Tiwana

  (Ibbetson House)

Under-12 :  KabirMansukhani 

  (Rivaz House)

Under-14 :  Yajur Bhandari

  (Rivaz House)

Under- 16 :    Naman Chauhan

  (Ibbetson House)

Open Division :  Francis Zothanpuia

  (Curzon House)

Curzon and Ibbetson House shared the Cup. Rivaz 
rd th

House stood 3  and Lefroy House 4  respectively. The 

spirit of sportsmanship showed by the boys of their 

Marathon Notes
respective houses was praiseworthy. I wish the best of 

luck to the runners of the generations to come. 

Till then…

Francis Zothanpuia

Marathon Captain 2019
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Sports Day Notes

This year as always BCS, Shimla displayed yet another 
th

great athletics meet on the 25  October 2019. The boys 
had been preparing for the event for a month and their 
efforts really paid off in the end. One could ascertain from 
the expression on the face of the Chief Guest that the boys 
did not fail to impress him. The uniform marching of all the 
houses was exquisite and the grand �inale amazed 
everyone, all those who had access to the bird's eye view of 
the event. After the Athletes Captain Francis Zothanpuia 
opened the ceremony by lighting the Olympic Flame, the 
athletics events followed. It started with the 100mt race 
for F division and gradually ended up with the relay for the 
Open Division. After the events followed the gymnastics 
display. The gymnasts did not fail to amaze the spectators 
with their amazing agility and acrobatic skills. The junior 
school put up a great show and presented the crowd with 
their dumbbell exercises. 

In the end, it turned out great with the Ibbetson House 
winning the Marching Cup. The Curzon House winning the 
Athletics Cup and the Lefroy House bagging the Tug of War. 
The Victor Ludorum for this year's meet was Hanvinder 
Pal Singh.

Thus concluded another successful Sports Meet here at 
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla.

Francis Zothanpuia
Athletes Captain 2019
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Athletics Notes

In the discipline of athletics sheer will and speed plays 
the most important part. This year's athletics season 
began in June with boys being given respective divisions 
according to their height, weight and age. There are 
three stages in athletics – pro�iciency, heat and �inals. 
All pro�iciencies of all events in every division began 
and �inished in the month of June. After a gap of two 
months, the heat and �inals for various events �inished.

thSports Day was on the 25 of October 2019. As always, 
the gymnasts put up a superb show and there were 
various PT exercises performed by the Main School. 
Junior School performed dumbbell exercises.

Mr Gurprit Singh
Sports Faculty

Badminton Notes

As the year began and so did the practice for the 
upcoming and extremely competitive Badminton 
Season. Under the able guidance of  Mr Pankaj Sood 
and Mr N D Bhatt, the boys began their tiresome 
training regimen. After four months of practice the 
boys were �inally ready to compete for the Inter House 
Badminton Cup. Lefroy house emerged as the Victor. 
The house positions are as follows:

st nd1   Lefroy House 2  Ibbetson House
rd th3   Curzon House  4   Rivaz House

The �irst challenge thrown at the school team was the 
Diocese Tournament. The Under 18 Division was 
represented by Aryan Pandey and Yajur Bhandari, 

stwhere they bagged the 1 Position. The Under 
16 Division was represented by Dhyanam M Dogar and 
Daksh Singhmar. They managed to reach the semi �inal 
of the tournament with their excellent performances.

After the challenging but successful Diocese 
Tournament, the second hurdle was the Shimla 
District Championship, where in the Under 19 
Division Jishan Singh Padda made it to the Quarter 
Finals stage in the singles category. In the Quarter 
Finals Athrav Bassi, Arush Bansal,  Dhyanam MDogar, 
Daksh Singhmar, Daksh Dadu, Shaan Gogia, Viraj 
Buddhiraja, Prabal Singh Cheema, Aryan Pandey, 
Jishan Padda and Vyom put in a commendable 
performance.

Overall, the season was a great success with 
achievements on and off the court. I wish the future 
teams best of luck.

Jishan Singh Padda
Badminton Captain 2019 
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Basketball Notes

This year the Basketball Team performed well under 

the leadership of Gurpartap Bhatti, who was appointed 

as the Basketball Captain for the year 2019. Coached 

under the guidance of  Mr R S Dhaliwal and 

Mr Kunal Sharma the team performed well.

The season started in the month of April, when the boys 

geared up for the Inter-House Matches, where Curzon 

House emerged as the winners of the Basketball 

Trophy. After the successful completion of the house 

matches, the School Basketball Team was ready to face 

other schools. We then started practicing for the 

upcoming Diocesan Tournament in Batala, Punjab. We 

gave it our best but lost the �inals by a very close 

margin, winning the Diocesan Runner up Trophy.

With this I wish the best of luck to the future cagers. 

Till then…

Gurpartap Bhatti

Basketball Captain 2019
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Boxing Notes 

Boxing is a sport that de�ines the phrase 'survival of 

the �ittest'. Students either face their opponent bravely 

or they back out with fear. This sport really helps one 

to build their character and physical strength. Every 

boy is given a chance to prove themselves in the ring. 

When one  enters  the  r ing ,  a l l  their  focus , 

determination, strength is put to use. In the ring, no 

one is a friend to another, neither a foe but a challenger 

to the other. Boxing vividly teaches us one thing that is 

to 'overcome' your competitor.

This year's Boxing Season was thrilling but all the 

better to participate in. Every boy got a chance to prove 

themselves in the ring. It all began in the chilly season 
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of the monsoons. Preparations were made and thus 

began the bouts. This season was quite long, indeed. We 

got to witness many enthusiastic bouts, where the 

boxers put in their best. We got to witness bouts where 

even the young boxers boxed until the last ounce of 

energy left their body. We got to see the youngest of 

students show a variety of offensive and evasive 

maneuvers, which was quite a skill to be seen among 

such young boys. Well, at the end of the bout there is but 

o n ly  o n e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  t wo .  C o m m e n d a b l e 

performances were put up by Rehan Bhagirath, who 

managed to bag the 'Main School Most Promising 

Boxer'.

I would also take this opportunity to commend Mayank 

Barala on his skillful performance in the ring.

Bullo Kato earned himself the 'Most Scienti�ic Boxer' of 

2019 and he too displayed a wondrous performance. 

We hope that next year's season would be better and 

more challenging.

Bullo Kato

Boxing Captain 2019

The Cottonian year started with Cricket as the �irst 

major inter school event The Major R K Von Goldstein 

Cricket Tournament. Post that each house had to 

complete in the Inter- House Cricket matches. Each 

house performed with dedication and house spirit. 

The individual house positions are as follows:

st
1  Position :  Curzon House

nd
2  Position :  Ibbetson and Lefroy House

th
4  Position :  Rivaz House

The ending of the month of April marked the start of 

the School tournament. The schools that participated 

Cricket Notes
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in the tournament were: Lawrence School, Sanawar, 

Pinegrove School, Subhatu, Lamartinere College, 

Lucknow,Vivek High School, Chandigarh, Durga Public 

School, Solan and our very own Bishop Cotton School, 

Shimla.

Each team played with valour and glory. They gave 

their best. The inaugural match was played between 

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla and Vivek High School, 

Chandigarh. Both schools performed with enthusiasm 

and the Cottonians emerged victorious by a 

commendable margin of 30 runs. Luck did not favour 

us in the coming matches but everybody learnt the 

lesson of victory and defeat. The two teams that put up 

a great show on the day of the �inal were La Martiniere 

College, Lucknow and Durga Public School, Solan. The 

Martinians stood victorious in the �inal. 

Yogdeep Thakur 

Cricket Captain 2019

-69-



Gymnastics as is said to be the mother of all games. This year 

training for the Inter-House Gymnastics Competition began 

early in the month of June, with many new faces striving to 

learn the excellent sport. After the arrival from the 

refreshing breaks in the month of June, the students trained 

with another level of enthusiasm as the days of competition 

closed in. The selected boys practiced very hard as we had 

less time and as the Inter-House competition was scheduled 
th

for the 19  September 2019. Thus, after a lot of toil and hard 

work, the students were �inally ready to take on the 

challenge that faced them on the �inal day. The boys were 

now all set to go, we had some new boys, who participated 

for the �irst time but they too were showed good results 

during practice and thus all performed magni�icently with 
st

Arugna Adhikari bagging the 1  Position, Jatin Ahlawat the 
nd

2  Position and Aditya Jain the 3rd Position. In The overall 

positions, Curzon House came off with �lying colours, with 
rd

Ibbetson House following the lead. The 3  Position was 

secured by Rivaz House, while Lefroy House settled for the 
th4  Position. Thus, ended this year's wonderful gymnastics 

season.

Arugna Adhikari                                                                       

Gymnastics Captain 2019

Gymnastics Notes
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The National Game holds as much importance in 

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla as it does in other 

regions of the country. This year the hockey season 

began in May with the commencement of the Inter-

House matches. Most of the matches had very close 

results and much new talent was discovered 

throughout the course of the games. Mr Ranjeet Singh 

Dhaliwal set about to improve the skill and stick work 

of the School Team. The Dulip Singh Hockey 

Tournament was not held this year due to the lack of 

Hockey Notes

This year the shooting season started in April. The 

shooters returned to practice under the able guidance 

of our coach Mr Manish Giri. Jishan Singh Padda was 

appointed as the Shooting Captain for the year. After 

practicing for two months the Inter-House shooting 

competition was organized. In the House matches 

Lefroy House stood �irst, eliminating all competition 

hands down. Jishan Padda, Aftaab Sidhu, Yuvraj Buttar 

and Arnav Jreat won numerous medals and went on to 

represent the school at various tournaments. Jishan 

Padda also bagged the Best Shooter award in the inter 

house competition.

The next obstacle faced by the team was the Himachal 

State Shooting Tournament. In the tournament, the 

team put in a great performance. Jishan Padda bagged 

gold and a silver medal, while Yuvraj Singh Buttar also 

secured a silver medal. A dedicated and strong 

Shooting Notes

participation. We lived �irmly in hope that hockey will 

be more fruitful next year and will over the course of 

time reach great heights at Bishop Cotton School, 

Shimla.

We would like to wish our very best to the Hockey Team 

for next year and hope for much success for them.

Francis Zothanpuia

Hockey Captain 2019

performance was also put in by Aaftab Sidhu, Vaibhav 

Nagpal, Arnav Jreat and Hemang Khatri.

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  C o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  t h e 

G V Mavalenkar All India Shooting Tournament held at 

Ahmedabad. A team comprising of Jishan Padda, Yuvraj 

Singh Buttar, Aftaab Sidhu and Arnav Jreat represented 

the school at the tournament. The team performed well 

in the competition although no award could be 

secured. In summary, the shooting season was an 

absolute success and the marksmen of our school 

gained valuable experience and exposure. I wish the 

very best of luck to the shooting team in their future 

endeavors. 

Till then…

Jishan Singh Padda

Shooting Captain 2019
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The football season for the year 2019 began in May 
with the Inter-House football matches. Curzon House 

st 
bagged 1 position followed by Ibbetson House, Lefroy 
House and Rivaz House.

rdOn the 3 of July, the U-17 and the School Team XI left 
the School to play the Regional CISCE Games held in 
Jalandhar, Punjab. The U-17 football team won the 

nd2  position in their category while the School Team XI 
rdcame 3 in their division. The following Cottonians 

were chosen to represent at National Level: Gurpartap 
Singh Bhatti, Bullo Kato, Ayush Sardana and Francis 
Zothanpuia for the U-19 Division. Mayank Barala, 
Guneet Singh Sidhu, Divyansh Vinayek, Hanvender  
Singh, Rehan Bhagirath and Aryan Sinha for the U-17 
Division.

Training for the School Team XI began in July. We did 
not see much practice in June as some of the players 
had gone for BMC. The School Team XI were lucky as 
they did not see much rain during practice but on some 
days, the rain would keep on pouring and pouring until 
the ground was �looded. We practiced even on holidays 
and during the Half-Yearly Examinations. We would 
wake up every morning, run the usual Marina route or 
the petrol pump route and then do some core exercises 
on the Freddy Brown Stands. 

The Monsoon Cup was held in our school from the 3-
t h

5 of August .  Our coaches,  Mr Manveer and 
Mr Kamal played for our team in the tournament. We 
suffered a 1-0 defeat against Sanjauli Football Club in 

th
the Semi-Final. On the 5 of August, a college team from 
Sudhar came to our school to train with the School 
Team XI. The team went off track after suffering defeat 
after defeat on a daily basis against the college. With 
only 12 days until the commencement of the school 
tournament, things did not look good.

Football Notes

stOn the eve of 21  of August marked the arrival of teams 
th

for the 9  Bishop George Edward Lynch Cotton Inter 
School Memorial Football Tournament. A total of six 
teams participated in the tournament namely Assam 
Valley School, Durga Public School, The Lawrence 
School B-Team, Sacred Souls School, Bishop Cotton 
School B-Team and Bishop Cotton School A-Team.

The �irst match was with Sacred Souls and it was an 
easy win for us. We won that match by 5-0. In the 
evening, our match was with Assam Valley School and 
we suffered a humiliating defeat and lost 4-0. Our next 
match was with Sanawar B-Team and we easily beat 
them by scoring 7 goals and conceded none. Our next 
match was with Durga Public School. It was a tough 

thmatch and we managed to beat them 1-0. The 5  league 
match was against our junior team and we won by 4 
goals and conceded none. In the Semi Final, our match 
was against Durga Public School and within �ive 
minutes, they managed to score a goal and we were 
trailing, by the end of the match, we managed to score 
2 goals and we won that match 2-1. After beating Durga 
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Public School, we earned a spot in the Final and so did 
Assam Valley School after they beat Sanawar B-Team. 
In the Final, within just 10 minutes from kickoff, Bullo 
Kato placed a beautiful throw ball for me to just tap in 
and put our team in the lead. They quickly managed to 
equalise the score, but we scored 2 more before the end 

stof the 1 half. Our main centre-back, Mayank Barala 
received a red card after a harsh tackle on one of the 

ndopposing players. We played a full 2 half with 10 men 
and managed to hold them off but they succeeded by 
scoring a goal just 3 minutes before full-time. We won 
the Final by the score 3-2. Gurpartap Singh Bhatti was 
awarded Man of The Match. This win in the Final 

th
marked our 6  consecutive victory of the Bishop 
George Edward Lynch Cotton Inter School Memorial 
Football Tournament. 

Highest Goal Scorer of the Tournament (13 Goals) 
and Best Player of theTournament: 
Francis Zothanpuia

Best Goalkeeper of the Tournament: 
Aryaman Sood

thOn the 27 of August, the School Team XI left the School 
to participate in the All India Inter School Bhupinder 
Singh Memorial Tournament held in the Lawrence 
School, Sanawar. We topped in the group stage but 
were knocked out by Pinegrove in the Quarter-Final; 
the score was 3-1. We humbly returned to school and 
hoped for a better result next year.

th
Come September 12 , Gurpartap Singh Bhatti, Bullo 
Kato, Ayush Sardana and Francis Zothanpuia were 
called out to represent the Northern Region for the U-
19 CISCE National Games in Kolkata. Sadly, they were 
not selected to represent the CISCE National Team. On 

n d
September 22 Mayank Barala, Guneet Sidhu, 
Rehan Bhagirath, Divyansh Vinayek, Hanvender Singh 
and Aryan Sinha left for Kochi, Kerala to represent the 
U-17 CISCE National Games. Guneet Sidhu was further 
selected to represent the U-17 CISCE National Team.

Thus, the Football Season for the year 2019 concluded. 
I would like to wish best of luck to next year's School 
Team XI and I hope they bring glory to the School.

Francis Zothanpuia
Football Captain 2019
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This year the brisk sport of squash started in the spirited 
month of March with great enthusiasm. Students started 
their practice and gave it their best. The sport having 
many health bene�its, showed its impact on the young 
children. The continuous back and forth of the small black 
ball on a painted wall never fails to amaze its admirers. 
After approximately four months and two seasons of 
strenuous practice and determined will, our players were 
�inally ready for the inter-house matches in the month of 
May. The �irst match was conducted between Curzon and 
Rivaz and the spectators were amazed to see the agility of 
the participants. The determination to win was almost 
tangible in the air and even the judges were impressed by 
the spectacle provided by the participants. In the end, it 
all turned out to be great with the Lefroy house emerging 
victorious and the Curzon house following its lead. The 

rd thIbbetson and the Rivaz house ranked 3  and 4  
respectively. 

But unlike most years this is not where the journey ended 
for our squash players. This year, after the Inter-House 
Championship, a few players out shone the others during 
the tournament and were hand-picked to make a U-19, 
U-17, U-15, and a U-13 team, each comprising of 4 
members. Thus, came the time to show off their skills 
against the Lawrence School, Sanawar. The �irst match 

thwas hosted on 14  September. During this contest, Tanish 
Bansal and Japman Singh put up a great show and 

Squash Notes 

managed to reap the result of their hard work. 
Unfortunately for the others, they couldn't get the better 
of their opponent, although they put their best foot 
forward; nevertheless they displayed a great example of 
sportsmanship.

Thus, concluded another successful squash season here at 
the verdurous hilltops of Shimla.

Until next time…

Chirag Rana
Squash Captain 2019

Table Tennis Notes 
This year the Table Tennis season began with the usual 
excitement and heat with each competitor hoping to 
square the opponent and get their House to the 

st1  Position. The Inter-House championship ended 
pretty quickly with Lefroy House bagging the 

nd
championship, Rivaz House the 2  Position, Ibbetson 

r dHouse the 3  Position and Curzon House the 
th 

4 Position. After this the U-16 and U-18 teams went on 
th

to represent the school in the 11  Diocesan games held 
at Palampur. The U-18 team comprised of Shreyash 
Kumar, Ajitesh Kochhar, Raunak Garg and Sridhan 
Tulsyan. The U-16 team comprised of Sridhan Tulsyan 
and Raunak Garg. This year we just had the doubles in 
the Diocesan games and both our teams smashed all 
the opponents and bagged the championship in both 
the divisions. Then the U-13 and U-15 team went on to 
play the Inter School Table Tennis Championship. The 

ndU-15 team bagged the 2 Position in the championship. 
rd

Diptangshu Swami bagged the 3 Position in the 
individual category in his division. Then we practiced 
for the CISCE Regional Games which were to be held at 
Karnal. But due to miscommunication we were not able 

to play the regional games. We hope our team would 
practice much more and take on some more 
championships. At last I would like to thank our coach 
Mr Aseem Kukreti under whose guidance the boys 
performed so well. I wish good luck to the future teams. 

Till then...

V Nagpal
Table Tennis Captain 2019
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The Annual Swimming season this year was a surprise 

for us all as at �irst it was announced that there would be 

no swimming this year but later on our Headmaster was 

kind enough to allow us to go ahead with it. It was a 

great relief also from the summer heat as all were 

patiently waiting their turn to jump into the clear blue 

waters of the pool.  

In spite of having less time this year Mr Gurprit Singh 

took a lot of pain to coach and train the boys. He paid a 

lot of attention to the non-swimmers, who after 

numerous days of vigorous training, were able to swim 

in the deep end of the pool. He also selected a few boys 

who were given extra training so that they could give a 

much better performance during the competition. The 

swimming pro�iciency soon neared and all houses were 

Swimming Notes 
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set and the boys gave their best in order to 

qualify for the heats and �inals. The 

pro�iciency and heats went on for quite some 

time. The �inalists were given a lot of practice 

and soon the day of the �inals arrived in the 

month of July. The �inalists were just waiting 

to jump into the pool and prove their mettle. 

The practice sessions helped a lot all thanks 

to Mr Gurprit and this year for the �irst time 

six new records were broken. Pakkapol in the 

under 14 solely broke four records, Aryan 

Sinha and Aryan Pandey broke a record each.

This year Pakkapol Chatporntham bagged 

the Victor Ludorum.

Gurpartap Singh Bhatti ,  Jaruwit and 

Pakkapol represented the school at the state 

level ICSCE Swimming championship.

The overall house positions are as 

follows: 

st nd1  Curzon        2  Rivaz 

rd th3  Ibbetson  4  Lefroy

Until next time...

Gurpartap Singh Bhatti

Swimming Captain 2019
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This year the Lawn Tennis season started with the 

commencement of the house matches of the D division 

and the C division. The boys participating were full of 

enthusiasm and power. In the house matches, Rivaz 

House lifted the cup successfully!

Boys from the Main School were selected by the 

coaches to represent the School at Punjab University in 

Chandigarh. The boys selected for the tournament 

were Debargho Swami, Arin Jain, Aryan Tomar, Shrey 

Agarwal, Diptangshu Swami and Saket Gupta. The boys 

practiced everyday under the able leadership of Mr 

Dhaliwal and Mr Tarun. Finally the day came when the 

Lawn Tennis Notes

boys had to leave for Chandigarh. The boys were 

escorted by Mr Dilip Sharma. The boys performed very 

well at the tournament at Punjab University. 

Saket Gupta performed exceptionally well at the 

tournament, but the boys did not win any laurels for the 

school. 

The boys are now looking forward to practice even 

more and win laurels for the School and make the 

School proud.

Debargho Swami

Tennis Captain 2019
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The Sapan Walia Outreach ProgramThe Sapan Walia Outreach ProgramThe Sapan Walia Outreach Program
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The inspiring Festival of the Differently Abled was 
th st

hosted on 20  to 21  September 2019 amongst the 

crisp and partially chilly weather. The participating 

schools began arriving from 5 am in the morning on the 
th

20  and extended as late as 4 pm in the evening. The 

number of volunteers this year too crossed the 

astounding line of 50. On their �irst night here, our 

specially abled participants had a cultural event in the 

Irwin Hall, fueled by the amazing music played by the 

AVR student in-charges. The main event took place the 

following morning. This year, like last year, saw the 
rd

event taking place on the 3  �lat. The Chief Guest for the 

occasion was Mr Dinesh Kumar, who was gracing the 

occasion with his presence due to his imminent 

retirement after a 30 year journey in this institution. 

The events started around 9 am, which included 

various fun activities like musical chair, 75 meter race, 

broad jump, and various other events for the recreation 

of the participants. The sight of the prize distribution 

and the amount of joy on the faces of the participants 

would be enough to thaw even the coldest hearts. After 

the completion of this wholesome event, the entire 
th

party moved downstairs to the 4  �lat where the school 

hosted a fete for the participating institutions. This is 

where the volunteers displayed an incredible spirit of 

liveliness and �ired up the atmosphere with their 

exquisite bhangra dance. With two days of sharing and 

multiplying happiness, it was �inally time to bid the 

special children farewell.

Thus concluded another successful FODA (Festival of 

the Differently Abled) here in the salubrious-

surrounding of the Bishop Cotton School, Shimla.

FODA Notes 
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Non Formal Centre Notes

Ko�i Annan once said 'Knowledge is power. Information 
is liberating. Education is the premise of progress, in 
every society, in every family.'

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla believes in giving the 
power of education to the underprivileged children 
and illuminate their life by building a sturdy foundation 
of knowledge.

The Non Formal Centre at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 
has always aimed at working for the welfare of the 
society and what could be better than preparing these 
tots for the future and providing them basic education. 
Every year these young kids are groomed and good 
habits, positive attitude and thinking abilities are 
inculcated in them to make them self-possessed and 
self-sustained individuals.

Nineteen students enrolled this year in the Non Formal 
Centre.The students regularly learn basic mathematics 
by memorizing the numbers to improve their memory. 
The children are taught some common etiquettes and 
moral values for building a strong character. The daily 
learning schedule of the Centre includes standard 
understanding of English and Hindi alphabets. As 
physical health is also an important part of the overall 
development of a child, the children are taught to 
follow basic hygiene and sanitation practices to keep 
their mind fresh and to lead a healthy life. The parents 
are regularly updated about the development and the 
progress of their child.

The students showcased their dancing skills by 
presenting fun �illed performance on the song 'Dil Hai 
Chhota Sa' from the Hindi movie Roza. The tiny tots 
looked adorable as they danced to this popular 
AR Rahman track and expressed how their little hearts 
are �illed with numerous dreams. 

Mr Roy Christopher Robinson, the Headmaster of the 
school as always appreciated the efforts of the young 
ones. The school gives these under privileged children 
a chance to be a part of the basic education system, 
banishing the barriers by providing them free 
uniforms, books, free stationery and study material.

The Head: Junior School, Mrs Dorothy Robinson has 
been a vital part of the Centre and it is through her 
encouragement and support that the Centre has come 
this far. She brings in a glimmer of happiness every year 
by giving delicious goodies and refreshments to these 
children, which brings a huge smile on their innocent 
faces.

With an anticipation of commencement of a new 
chapter, we hope that the next year will bring an array 
of opportunities, loving experiences and cherished 
memories.

Asha Bhatt
Teacher In-charge 

Non Formal Centre
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The Wall Climbing Season started off in April when the 

coaches entered our school premises. After a few days 

of practice and introduction we were all geared up to 

face the challenges set to us by the Wall and our 

coaches. The overweight boys were betrayed by their 

weight and some were so fast that our eyes failed to 

keep pace with them. After days of long hard work and 

practice in the dusty �ield, we were ready for the �inals. 

The �inal competition was closely contested. In the 

heat of the �inals many failed but the champions 

prevailed. 

The Inter House positions are as follows:

st
1   Ibbetson House 

nd
2  Rivaz House 

rd
3   Curzon House

th
4  Lefroy House

Saurav Mehta

Wall Climbing Captain 2019

Wall Climbing Notes

Edinburgh Out-reach Programme

NCC activity for the year 2019 commenced with the 

guard of honour given to the Chief Guest on the 

occasion of the School's Annual Speech Day, which was 
st

held on 1  June, 2019. This was followed by another 

guard of honour, which was presented to the Chief 

Guest by the Cadets of all the three wings of the School 

namely Army, Air and Navy on the occasion of the 

Founder's Day. On the occasion of Independence Day 

2019, the NCC Cadets of all the three Wings presented a 

guard of honour to the Headmaster Mr R C Robinson, 

who was the Chief Guest for the occasion.

This year Naval Cadets of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 

attended the Annual Training Camp at Chitkara 
th

University, District Solan from 14  June 2019 to 
rd

23  June2019. The Cadets were escorted to the Camp 

by the ANO of Naval Wing Mr Rohit Vyas. The Senior 

Under Of�icer of the Naval Wing for the year 2019 was 

Prabhal Pratap Singh of class 9. The Naval Cadets of 

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla, who attended the above 

stated camp brought many laurels to themselves and to 

the School as well. The noteworthy achievements of 

some of the Naval Cadets of Bishop Cotton School, 

Shimla at the Annual Training Camp 2019 are as 

follows:

NCC Notes

Best Cadets of the Camp: Parv Rajesh Agarwal, 

Rajvardhan Singh Kholta and Hanvender Pal Singh

The Most Disciplined School of the Annual Training 

Camp: Bishop Cotton School, Shimla 

In total about 550 Cadets from different Schools of 

Himachal Pradesh participated in the above stated 

Annual Training Camp 2019. Finally, I would like to 

conclude by sincerely thanking our Headmaster 

Mr R C Robinson for his support and encouragement to 

carry out NCC related activities in the School.

Rohit Vyas

Master In-charge

NCC
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NCC Report

The NCC activities for the year 2019, started with the 
thselection of �irst year cadets from 8  standard followed 

st ndby the drill practice for both 1  and 2  year students. 

Cadets enthusiastically celebrated Yoga	 Day by 

performing various kinds of asanas in St Edward's 

School. The CATC- camp was held at Government 
nd st

College, Theog from 22  May to 31  May 2019. Along 

with them almost 20 schools attended the camp across 

the State. During the course of the camp, our cadets 

were trained in different aspects related to armed 

forces, which involved discipline and perfection in the 

march past, personal hygiene, turnout, duty towards 

the mother land and different NCC activities. i.e. drill 

practices, weapons training and map reading classes. 

Col Sinsinwar gave lectures related to the changing 

Indian scenario and the expectation from the cadets. 

Apart from this our cadets did well in various 

competitions that took place. Cadet Jasdeep Singh 
ndSaluja bagged the 2  Position in shooting. Cadet Yajur 

Bhandari, Aditya Jain, Shrey Agarwal and Raunak Garg 
st

received the 1 Position prize in gymnastics. During the 

entire course, our cadets proved themselves as the 

most disciplined.

James Anthony

CTO Army Wing
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2019 was really special due to the rows and rows of 

events stacked up for the entire year. The UVI made 

some extra effort to conduct the Social's night here in 

BCS, Shimla after a long six year gap. The Social's night 
rd 

took place on 3 August evening and the Irwin hall was 

decorated to look no less than an exotic café. The UVI 

invited the senior year students of the St Bedes College 

for the occasion. The evening began around 4:30 and 

the AVR in-charges played their part exquisitely. 

The programme began with the School Captain dancing 

with the Admiral of St Bedes College and then the 

pairing up was done by choice. There were several 

games and refreshments for the evening and 

somewhere in between the true bonds of friendship 

began weaving itself. Both the parties were a bit 

awkward at �irst but then they slowly started getting 

comfortable and near the end, we even witnessed a girl 

picking up a UVI boy in her arms and winning an event. 

In the end, the best couple award was given to 

Mehakdeep Singh and Ananaya Jayani. All in all, the 

even turned out to be pretty well with healthy 

Socials Note

Summiting Mt. Gurson by the Pargiyal Mountaineering Club 

of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla

Looking	dapper	the	boys	of	UVI

friendships being formed. 

Raghav Khurana

Class XC

Ibbetson House

Another successful expedition was 

carried out by the boys and staff of 

Bishop Cotton School, Shimla this year. 

Mr Viresh kumar, Mr Amod Talwalkar, 

Bullo Kato, Rohan Sangma, Gurfateh 

Singh, Aayush Sardana, Gurpartap 

Singh and Arugna Adhikari were a part 

of the expedition team. The troupe 

successfully scaled Mt Gurson, which 

stands at a rather daunting height of 

6250 meters. The boys and their 

escorts conquered the peak precisely 
th

at 8 am on the morning of 24 of 

September 2019. This expedition was 

carried in association with the Pargiyal 

Mountaineering Club of Bishop Cotton 

School, Shimla. We successfully scaled 

Mt Gurson which stands amidst 

various other iconic peaks like the 

Polokonkolo peak in the Ladakh 

region. 

The	climbers
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Victors	at	the	summit	of	Mt.	Gurson

The expedition began with the team departing from the 
th

school premises on the morning of 18 of September 

2019. The expedition was �lagged of by the Headmaster 

Mr R C Robinson. Our �irst stop was at Manali. The 

journey then continued to Jispa, wherein we stayed at 

the ABVIMAS, Jispa center. Then a campsite was set up 

near the Whisky Naala after which we �inally arrived at 

the foothills of the mountains, where the base camp 

was set up. The base camp itself was located at a height 

of nearly 16000 feet which was a challenge in itself, and 

the team was made to acclimatise with that height as 

the oxygen levels and atmospheric pressure had 
rd

dropped drastically. On the 23 of September at 11 am, 

the team �inally began their climb towards the summit 

camp. The summit camp was located at an even greater 

height. The journey was met with constant obstacles 

and challenges, the most dif�icult of them being the 

rocky and extreme weak terrain. It was a long and 

exhausting climb, to say the least. While the sun was yet 

to rise, the expedition team left their camps at 4:15 am 

to conquer the peak and for an adventure of a lifetime. 

It was another 4 hour long climb which drained us both 

emotionally and physically, yet all of that was forgotten 

once the ice axe pounded on the last rock, and 

The	daunting	climb

The following are the summiteers:

Amod Talwaker

Bullo Kato

Rohan Sangma

Gurfateh Singh 

Arugna Adhikari 

The journey to the top was �illed with uncertainties but 
all along the only certainty was victory and victory 
came knocking at our doorsteps. I indeed feel 
privileged to be part of such a magni�icent team that 
endeavored to take up this great and adventurous risk. I 
feel proud to be part of a team which took the school 
�lag to staggering heights.

Arugna Adhikari
Team Member 

The Pargiyal Mountaineering Club 
of Bishop Cotton School, Shimla

Mt Gurson had �inally been scaled. It �inally felt that 

every second of the pain, dif�iculties, challenges and 

obstacles were worth the view that Mt Gurson offered. I 

would like to thank our stars without which it would 

have been nearly impossible to scale this peak. 
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The journey to the Basic Mountaineering Course began 
ston the 1  of June with the teams departure from the 

school towards ABVIMAS institute located in Manali. 
They constituted seven students namely Ayush 
Sardana, Mehakdeep Singh, Gurpartap Singh Bhatti, 
Gurfateh Singh, Rohan Gideon, Bullo Kato and Arugna 
Adhikari. The journey was long and excruciating and 
lasted for almost nine hours. The journey would have 
been a monotonous one as well had it not been for the 
various spots of scenic beauty we came across. This for 
us was an escape from the boring city scenes of Shimla.

As midnight struck our cars headlight made a board 
glisten on which we could read the words Atal Behari 
Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 
(ABVIMAS). We had arrived at the institute while the 
entire campus was fast asleep. Immediately we 
unloaded our luggage and were escorted to our rooms, 
where we slept instantly. 

The next day we were exempted from the morning 
session. So we had to report for breakfast and after 
�inishing our breakfast we were instructed to line up. 
This was the moment when we were assigned to our 
respective ropes. Ropes are basically groups in the 
mountaineering dialect. It is derived from the climbing 
ropes used to keep the team tied to each other for safety 
purposes, also signifying unity and teamwork.

This division was done with the intention of promoting 
group work. We eventually had to part ways with our 

Cottonian brothers for the moment and mingle with a 
legion of strangers. These strangers instantly turned 
into comrades and with these very comrades we went 
on for a �ifteen minute hike towards our rock climbing 
�ield.

As we approached the Rock Climbing �ield the entire 
batch huddled up around the instructors ready for 
our diurnal lecture. There we were taught various 
techniques of climbing and also given a brief 
framework of  the  Rock  Craft  course.

So basically the rock craft constituted of �irstly, 
familiarisation with the various techniques of climbing 
and equipment. Later on we were exposed to various 
techniques of belaying as well as anchoring. Lectures 
regarding anchor and belay were followed by practical 
application as well.

The members of the course were also taught the 
importance of the mountaineering knots. These knot 
lectures brought us to the conclusion that the rope and 
the knots were the lifeline of a mountaineer. 

Along with the theoretical knowledge, practical 
experience was also to be built up. Fitness was one of 
the top priorities of the course because of which we had 
2 �itness sessions daily. One in the morning, which was 
done in order to endure stamina and the other one in 
the evening, which constituted of numerous rounds of 
the obstacle course for strength building. These 

Basic Mountaineering Notes
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gruesome practice sessions were just a preparation for 
the days to come at Dhundi, where the only thing we 
anticipated was several days of extreme toiling.

At this point it seemed as if the course believed and 
lived by the quote 'the more you sweat during practice 
the less you will bleed during the battle.' The very next 
day we were instructed to carry our rucksacks, which 
weighed more than 20 kilograms. That �ine morning we 
were taken fora long hike towards the famed Hadimba 
temple. The trek got us exhausted.

Along with the passage of time our knowledge base 
expanded, although it was just a tea spoon of water in 
front of an ocean. We were well versed with various 
subjects such as topographical maps, �irst aid, 
mountain hazards and the mountaineering knots. 

Since Bakhartaj was immersed in snow, our base camp 
for Snow Craft and Ice Craft had to be shifted to Dhundi, 
which was 16 kilometers away from the snow �ield. Our 
trek to Dhundi constituted of two phases. The �irst 
phase was the trek from Manalito Solang Valley 
followed by a night stay. The second phase was a trek 
from Solang to Dhundi. The �irst phase was 16 
kilometers long and the second phase was barely 3 
kilometers.

Initially the trek was dusty and we were hassled by 
numerous vehicles plying on the road. The trek had a 
very dull start but then there was certain turn of events 
which got us wrapped up in the scenic beauty. Here we 
encountered various waterfalls, lakes, �ierce rivers and 
beautiful vintage bridges. The team also faced a setback 
when it started raining suddenly, one of the few 
obstacles we had to face during that that trip. While 
trekking through the woods there were constant words 
of inspirations from our instructors as well as our 
comrades, without whom this feat would have been 
impossible to achieve. This trek lasted for nearly 6 
hours and it was two in the afternoon when we got a 
glimpse of our destination. 

All the members were exhausted from the tiring 
journey and were exasperated with the rain and the 
humidity. After roll call, we were rushed to the dining 
room for lunch. As soon as we had �inished our meal we 
were instructed to line up once again in the �ield. We 
dragged our sore bodies to the �ield where we were 
informed that there was going to be yet another trek, 
which was meant for acclimatisation. The �irst trek was 
towards the Hanuman temple and the second one was 
headed for an avalanche in�licted area. After which we a 
got a �ine night's sleep. 

By the next morning our bodies had rejuvenated. The 
last phase of our trip was from Solang Valley to our base 
camp at Dhundi. This hike was much simpler that the 
�irst phase as it was barely 8 kilometers long and it only 

lasted for 2 hours. Once we reached the base camp our 
struggles began in the woods as well. Our �irst task was 
to pitch tents for our teams. Cleaning the area �illed 
with bovine feces was much harder than pitching our 
six man tent.

This was also the moment when our lifestyles and 
habits experienced a twist in the tale. We realized that 
we had managed to escape from the monotonous as 
well as luxurious city life and started embracing our 
vestigial roots. We were forced to defecate in the open, 
drink and collect water from streams, eat without 
cutlery, sleep without mattresses and improvise for 
nearly everything. We had started embracing nature as 
well and we were lucky to have found a stunning dining 
spot which overlooked the majestic and mighty river 
Beas and to the right we could clearly see the Hanuman 
Tibba, with a pinch of mist added to season this 
beautiful view.

The days at Dhundi started at 4:30 am for us when we 
woke up to freshen ourselves. It was followed by 
breakfast after which the entire course lined up outside 
in accordance with their rope numbers. After the roll 
call the trek to Bakhartaj snow�ield commenced which 
was atleast 12 kilometers away from Dhundi. After 
reaching the snow �ield we were given a brief idea of 
what the Snow Craft course was going to be like. Days 
passed with the same old routine but what made it 
interesting was that there was always something new 
and exciting every day. Especially lectures were long 
awaited. We were taught glissading. Glissading is 
basically skiing on the soft snow without skis but 
rather with the snow boots. 

The Snow Craft course lasted for �ive days after which 
we were introduced to the Ice Craft course. Since the 
Bakhartaj ice �ield was also immersed in snow we had 
to improvise with hard snow. Perhaps this was our 
shortest course which just lasted for a time span of two 
days.

The next event was the height gaining test. The only 
criteria which had to be ful�illed were that the 
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individual must climb at least to a height of 15,000 feet 
and adapt to the climatic conditions as well. The peak 
which was to be scaled was Balachandra Peak(15,000 
feet). Our journey to Balachandra Peak began at 8 am. 
The start itself was a challenging one, which was 
because of the massive inclination of the slope, which 
was nearly 65 to 70 degrees. We were bound to 
encounter a lot of other obstacles as well out of which 
the most prominent one was rock falls.

During our ascent we got a hint of what natural beauty 
actually was when we saw mountains covered in 
blankets of clouds and the peaks were just spearheads 
piercing through this majestic blanket. The trek 
constituted of only two stops as the trek had to be 
completed in a time span of barely four hours but we 
had managed to do it in three. 

At 11 am the team had managed to conquer the 
Balachandra Peak. The feeling cannot be expressed in 
words but to give you a little hint of what it felt like; I 
will say that it felt as if we were standing on the top of 
the world looking down on humanity, who now were 
barely the size of ants. Even the clouds had bowed 
down to us and came down to worship the peak and get 
a glimpse of these daring mountaineers. 

The next event was somewhat very memorable for us 
all. The long anticipated event of survival night had 
come. In this event we were left out in the jungle on our 
own and we were supposed to survive the night 
without food or shelter. The only thing we could rely on 
was our natural instincts. So in order to survive we did 
what any sensible person would have done, that was 
lighting a �ire. In order to keep the �ire kindled we had 
to scavenge for wood, which was abundantly available 
in the forest. As for shelter we had to sleep in the open 
on the grassy terrain. We lay our heads on the grass and 
started staring at the night sky. This was one of the 
most aesthetic views we had seen during this course. 

The night sky was bursting with stars. Staring at this 
scene we fell asleep. We woke up the next morning at 
4 am with a mixed feeling of contentment and sadness. 
We were content because we had managed to survive 
the entire course and we were gloomy because the 
course had come to an end and we knew that it was 
time for goodbyes.

The very next day we packed up and travelled back to 
Solang valley. After a nights rest we continued our 
journey towards Manali. In Manali we had a few written 
tests after which we were seated for the closing 
ceremony. Badges were awarded to all candidates who 
had completed the course. It was followed by dance as 
well as singing performances from various other 
volunteers.

As the closing ceremony came to an end we talked with 
everyone for one last time. The area where we used to 
line up daily was now �illed with people shaking hands, 
embracing each other, the word goodbye echoed 
throughout the institution. In a state of oblivion we had 
grown attached to these course mates of ours and at 
this moment we were parting ways with them 
uncertain of what the future held for us. 

These words can barely express our feelings and 
experiences. For those who have experienced this 
course these wordswill take you back on a journey, but 
for those who haven't I hope it inspires you to take that 
small step into the world of mountaineering. As the old 
saying goes 'the journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step,' so I urge you fellow Cottonians to 
take that single step and immerse yourself into the 
journey of a thousand memorable miles.

Arugna Adhikari
Ibbetson House Captain 2019
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Standing Row (L to R) : S. Chauhan, B. Vashistha, G. Singh, M. S. Andotra, S. Aggarwal

Sitting Row (L to R) :  A. Talwalkar, Sparsh, F. Singh, Mrs. A. Sharma (Class Teacher), 

    A. Kulria, S. D. S. Negi, Y. Singh

Standing Row (L to R) :  Z. Singhai, D. Cholai, A. Jain, M. Anand, Y. S. Bawa, A. R. Chauhan, G. Gill, 

    S. Sood

Sitting Row (L to R)  :  S. Pathak,Jatin, S. Prajwan, Mrs. R.  Carol (Class Teacher), R. Singh, 

    P. Gupta, Oneir

SCHOOL ALBUM

Class 3

Class 4-A
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Standing Row (L to R) :  V. Tunwal, Harshwardhan, S. Kumar, K. Goel, Yuvan, S. Samarth

Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Miharia, Khushal, B. Rana, V.Sabharwal, Mrs. S. Chander (Class Teacher),

     J. Z. Kalra, S. Bhaumik, N.  Ranawat, A. Goyal

Standing Row (L to R) : S. Setia, T. Tsewang, S. Chauhan, J. S. Brar, S. S. Sidhu, S. Sakhuja, 

    Z. S. Chohan, R. Pansari 

Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Walia, G. Dagar, A. Yadav, S. Mittal, Mrs. S. Sood (Class Teacher),

    H. Agarwal, S. Gera, K. Rana, K. P.  Reddy

Class 5-A

Class 4-B
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Standing Row (L to R) : T. Kumar, V. Bansal, A. Begani, R. Singla, D. Chakraboty, S. Kabu, H. Godara,

    K. R. Kumar, A. Agarwal, S. Dokania

Sitting Row (L to R)  :  D. Chaturvedi, K. Davar, R. Raj, A. K. Singh, Mrs. K. Thakur (Class Teacher), 

    D. Verma, A. Goenka, D. Garg, M. S. Luthra

Standing Row (L to R) :  O. Kansal, A. Goel, G. S. Narang, S. Das, S. Philem, A. Chhabra, 

    S. Bansal, A. Gupta, O. Kathuria

Sitting Row (L to R)  : G. Singh, M. P. Singh, P. Gupta, A. Singh, Mrs. N. M. Khan (Class Teacher),

    V. Verma, D. Raj, R.H. Singh, A. P. Singh

Class 5-C

Class 5-B
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1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  G. Singh, D. Jain, P. Saraf, A. Khan, T. Mankhand.

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  B. Jain, Y. Choudhary, K. Singh,Y. Naeem, U. Kesarwani ,S. Gupta, 

    D. Singh, M. Kalra ,R. S. Jishtu.

Sitting Row (L to R) :  S. Uthra, P. D. Madaik ,N. Gupta, A. Chopra , Mrs. M. Singhi (Class Teacher)

    S. Bansal, S. Agarwal,  A. T. Wadaskar, A. Chauhan

1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  N. Goel, A. Kaushal, K. Sharma, S. Singh, U. Goel

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  A.P. Singh, H. Ravjani, J.S. Sandhu, R. Khemani, A. Mahant, A. Chauhan, 

    V. Attri, R. Aggarwal, R. Garg

Sitting Row (L to R) : T. S. Sran, N. Jain, T. Punia, K. Agarwalla, Mrs. R. Sharma (Class Teacher), 

    A.Y. Dogra, S. Agarwal, G. Goel, J.S. Chandok

Class 6-A

Class 6-B
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1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  R. Krishna, T. Kalyan, C. Bakshi, Y. Raj, S. Jain, J. Subhedar

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  V. V. S. Birudukota, V.S. Virk, A. Verma, A. Gupta, P.S.S. Reddy, 

    D. Pasricha, S. Mahajan, H. Dhimaan, S.A. Rathi 

Sitting Row (L to R) : S. Saraogi, K. Mansukhani, A. Agrawal, Ishaan Garg, 

    Mrs. R. Sood (Class Teacher), A. Gupta, A. Aggarwal, R. Tanwani, R. Bhatia  

1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  V. Lather, G.S. Brar, A. Sood, A. Bansal, A.S. Heir, A.P.S. Chahal, V. Kakkar

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  A. Bassi, S. Dadu, C. Rajkumar, S. Mayyar, K. Gupta, A. Kalanta, 

    P. Sharma, R. Khatri, R. Bansa

Sitting Row (L to R) :  V. Verma, A. Singh, M. Choudhry, S. Verma, Ms. A. Dogra (Class Teacher), 

    K. Verma, S. Gupta, P. Sahu, S. Dhingra

Class 6-C

Class 7-A
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1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  J. Tyagi, M. M. Mishra, Laldinmawia, A. Bansal, Y. Verma

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  L. Bakshi, J. Z. Kalra, R. Dev, A. Dubey, S. A. Kaisar, R. S. Bragta,  V. Patel, 

    J. Agarwal,   T. Jain, V. Rajta 

Sitting Row (L to R) :  A. S. Brar, W. Mohammad, V. Kakkar, P. Bansal, Mrs.D.Anthony (Class teacher), 

    A. Kabra, V. Khetan, J. S. Bhasin, K. Khandelwal.

1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  S. Khandelwal, A. Agarwal, T. Puri, G. Chopra, A. Pathak, P. S. Rathore, A. Jalan 

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  S. Motani, A. Sinha, H. Sharma, A. Sultania, A. Aggarwal, D. Chhaparia, 

    S. Sood, P. P. S. Cheema, S. Chattopadhayay, K. Vohra, A. Chhalani

Sitting Row (L to R) :  N. Bhatia, C. Jain, K. Chuchra, C. Goyal, Mrs. S. Dharma (Class Teacher), 

    P. Agarwal, M. Arora, A. Agarwal, D. Swami

Class 7-B

Class 7-C
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Standing Row (L to R) :  Shaan, R. Singh, S. Dewansh, Y. Bansal, V. Budhiraja, D. M. Dogra, 

     S. P. S. Jagat, S. Verma 

Sitting Row (L to R)  :  M. Agarwal, P. S. Johal, G. Galhotra, K. Priya, Mr. S. Marwah (Class Teacher), 

     M. S. Chauhan, V. Rana, G. Kher, S. S. Khurana

1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  R. Makkar, A .Siddiqui, D. Gupta, K. Ghezta, P. Rajta 

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  R.S. Kochar, P. Bansal, S. Gupta, A. Raj, A.S.Bawa, P.  Alok, M. Agarwal, 

    S. Kad, D.S. Grover

Sitting Row (L to R) : G. Bansal, V. Saraogi, Y. Bhati, K. Agarwal, Mr. Reuben T. John (Class Teacher), 

    P. Bhimsaria, M. Agarwal, H. Bajaj, A. Gupta.

Class 8-A

Class 8-B
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1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  Y. Bhandari, A. Tomar, R. Kapoor, A. Kalia, S. Gupta, P.P. Singh, A. Munjal 

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  A. Siddiqui, M. Lather, A.  Jain, A. Sinha, T. Bansal, V.S. Negi, H. Sethi, 

    P. Klongteerasit, J. Lalitrattana

Sitting Row (L to R) : S. SIngla, S. Agarwal, I Jindal, D. Kalotra,  Mr. R. Bhardwaj (Class Teacher), 

    H. Jalan, A. Jain, P.R. Agarwal,  Y. Rohta

Standing Row (L to R) : M. Lather, K. Sehgal, P. Ahlawat, I. Vanlalruata, J. S. Saluja, S. S. Tiwana, 

    V. Agarwal, A. Jain,   R. Bhagirath, S. Mehta.

Sitting Row (L to R) : H. Khatri, H. P. Singh, S. Singla, S. Malik, Mrs. J. Chauhan (Class Teacher), 

    R. S. Kholta, S. Singla,Y. Rohta, D. Vinayek

Class 8-C

Class 9-A
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1�� Row Standing (L to R)  :  G. Pasrija, D. Swami, V. S. Negi, P. Klongteerasit, T. Bansal, 

     D. Choudhary, A. Munjal, A. Sinha 

2ⁿ� Row Standing ( L to R)  :  A. Lather, H. Sethi, J. Lalitrattana, S. Sushil, S. Tulsyan

Sitting Row (L to R)   :  M. Nagpal, D. Garg, A. Thakur, A. G. Tomar, Mr. G. C. Sharma (Class Teacher), 

     A. Jain, G. S. Punia, P. R.  Agrawal, R. Garg

1�� Row Standing (L to R) :  Y. Bhandari, A. Sahota, A. Siddiqui, H. Agrawal, P. P. Singh

2ⁿ� Row Standing (L to R) :  K. Choudhary, S. Grover, E. Gupta, H. Singh, N. S. Sawhney, Rudra, 

     U. Sharma, Nishant

Sitting (L to R)   :  V. Kukreti, V. Dabur, H. Cheema, S. Agarwal, Mr. G. Chander (Class Teacher), 

     D.Kalotra, A.Kalia, Sewadhani, T.S.Kaushal

Class 9-B

Class 9-C
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Standing Row (L to R) : Laldinsanga, S. S. Rao, S. Singh, Laldintluanga, S. S. Padda, M. Barala

Sitting Row (L to R) : A. Tandon, A. Sood, A. Agrawal, V. Bansal, Mrs. S. Prabhudas (Class Teacher),

    A. Jain, S. Sikri, Y. Karol, D. Khare.

Standing Row (L to R) : M. Hauhnar , V.M. Tripathi, S. Virmani, G.S. Sidhu, R. Singh, P.S. Samra, 

    K. Singh, U. Jain, A. Drona

Sitting Row (L to R) :     S. Thakur, N. Vyas, A. Chauhan, N. Agarwal, Mr. J. Anthony (Class Teacher), 

    A. Tyagi, Y. Mittal, K. Gupta , N. Anand 

Class 10-A

Class 10-B
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Standing Row (L to R) : A. Goyal, A. S. Sran, D. Singh, A. Chauhan, R. S. Sandhu, M. Kalra 

Sitting Row (L to R) : S. Bathla, A. S. Gill, T. Bansal, V. Chauhan, Mr. R. J. Sinha (Class Teacher), 

    N. Chauhan, K. Singh, A. Goyal, R. Khurana

Standing Row (L to R) : Y. Singh, Y. Yadav, S.L. Pachuau, A. Sood, S.S. Sandhu, S. Sood, 

    A. Jreat, V. Dadu, K.P. Kalia

Sitting Row (L to R) :  V. Nagpal, J. Ahlawat, A. Soni, A.S. Sidhu, Dr. S. Verma (Class Teacher), 

    T. Khandelwal, R. Puri, S.S.J.B. Rana, R. Agarwal

Class LVI

Class 10-C
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Standing (L to R) : J.S. Gundh, Tridish, A.D. Mukherjee, N.L. Fanai, A. Sardana, P. Bhagat, 

    G. Singh, D. Aggarwal, A. Kochhar, S. Kumar.

Sitting Row (L to R) :  M. Singh, R. Gideon, J.S. Padda, B. Kato, Mr. R. Chauhan (Class Teacher) 

    G. Singh, F. Zothanpuia, A. Adhikari, C. Rana.

Standing (L to R) :   Bhupender, Muskan, Bhavna, Sunita, Amaan, Ishita, Akansh, 

    Kapil, A�iya, Shaurya

Sitting Row (L to R) :  Divyanshi, Dikshita, Saksham, Aryan, Mrs. A. Bhatt (Class Teacher), 

    Samayra ,  Adamya , Sahil , Twinkle

NON FORMAL CENTRE

Class UVI
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Class UVI

SPARTAN CLUB

SLATER CLUB
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PREFECTORIAL BODY
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The dedicated week for the Old Cottonians began on 
st

21  September 2019 and lasted the entire week. This 
year we experienced a great turnout as we saw two 
batches coming back into the gates of the institution 
that had nurtured those souls ages ago. The very 

st
famous car rally was hosted on the evening of 21  when 
the OCs had to complete a speci�ic course within a 
stipulated time period. This was a special occasion for 
the distinguished Old Cottonians as the batches that 
came forth this year had their silver and golden Jubilee 
respectively; namely the batches of 1994 and the batch 
of 1969. I am sure that coming back to school after 
enormous time periods like 25 and 50 years surely 
bought back a tsunami of  memories and an 
overwhelming sense of nostalgia. 

ndThe next morning i.e. on the 22 , we the students were 
extremely fortunate, when during the special Chapel 
Service we were addressed by the President of the OCA 
India, Mr D S Jaaj and the Vice President, Justice S S 
Saron, Lefroy house, 1971, read the Bible Lesson. Their 
inspiring speeches moved us and made us proud of the 
badges on our chests. After the service we had a cricket 
match between the OCs and the present Cottonians. 
The results presented the latter as the winners yet the 
OC team put up a really tough front. In the evening, the 
batch of 2019 also had the pleasure of having 

dinner with the OCs in the 
Headmaster's Lodge.

The following morning, we 
witnessed a football match 
between the OCs and the 
present Cottonians. It was 
surprising to see how well 
the OCs had still maintained 
themselves, yet �inally, the 
present Cottonians got the 
better hand. After the match, 
the football team along with 
the UVI had a chance to 
interact with the OCs over a 

Old Cottonian Week Notes

buffet lunch in the main school dining hall. In the 
evening the UVI also had dinner with the batches in the 
East Bourne resort, where they got the chance to know 

thabout the traditions of the past. On 24 on special Chapel 
Service, we were addressed by Lt Col Maninder D Singh, 
Curzon House Prefect 1994, who presented the address 
of the batch of 1994, and another address was given to 
us by Mr Himat S Kahloon of Ibbetson House, 1969. The 
school lesson was given by Mr Vivek Shrivastava, 1969, 
Curzon House. Later that afternoon we also had a 
football match between the OCs and the young 
Cottonians. That night too the UVI accompanied the 
OC's for dinner at the Cecil. The next day we had a match 
between the OC's and the staff members, where the OC's 
emerged victorious. We were amazed to see the 
energetic spirit still alive in our distinguished OCs. That 
evening the UVI still had the fortune to interact further 
with the OCs over dinner in the Head Master's Lodge. 
After having a great night, we �inally bid farewell to the 
OC's.

We were amazed to see the unity and brotherhood that 
still persisted amongst these OCs after all these years. 
Thus conclude another successful OC week here at the 
Bishop Cotton School, Shimla.

Ikshit Diwan 
Grade XI
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Class of 1969 Reunion
The class of 1969's reunion story actually started two years 
earlier in 2017 when, sitting in my of�ice one morning and 

th
looking at our class of 1969's 6  form group photograph. 
There it struck me that out of a class of 29, 10 of our mates 
had already gone to the happy hunting grounds…

Back	row	: 	 D inesh 	 Sud 	 – 	 V i vek 	 Sr i vas tava 	 – 	 An i l 	 Gup ta 	 –	
Vijay	 Singh	 –	 Ravi	 Thomas	 –	 Thanasak	 Tipparcorn	 –	 Amar	 Rana	 –	
Gurrinder	Khanna	–	Praveen	Sachdeva	–	Ravi	Pawa	–	Adnani	–	Sadhana.	

Middle	row	:	Kanwaljit	Singh	–	Ravi	Pandit	–	Sunil	Sood	–	Robin	Nakai	–	
Anil	 Bhasin	 –	 Ravi	 Charanji	 –	 Rajat	Mukherji	 –	 RS	Mehta	 –	 Himmat	
Kahalon.	

Sitting	:	Anil	Sood	–	Taranjit	Lehra	–	Paramjit	Nat	–	Manjit	Sembhey	–	RK	
Von	Goldstein	–	Sunil	Singha	–	Blondie	–	Ajay	Sawaheny	–	Sekhon.

Classmates with whom we'd spent our childhood growing 
up, studying (at times), playing, raiding plum and apple 
trees and then together maturing into our teens and then 
aging.  In the ensuing years, tied up with work and earning a 
living I realised that I personally had lost touch with most of 
the guys.  And so began the exercise of combing through the 
net which, one step at a time, like putting together a jigsaw 
puzzle, helped the class to re-establish contact.  This led to 
me suggest that we should all meet before our numbers 
diminished further,and what better place to meet than our 

very own 'Patina School.' 

Dinesh Sudwith and Robin Nakai, as has been and continues 
to be his wont, sticking his �inger in worked his charm with 
the Heady, who was most forthcoming.  That led to 15 of us 
making our way up to Shimla and the School in early 
September of that year. The 15 were joined by P S Nat's Dad 
and younger brother and Satish Singha representing Sunil.

2017 turned out to be almost like a dry run for our actual 
golden year reunion in September this year when 14 of us 
65+ year olds, along with our respective spouses met up in 
Chandigarh from where we drove up to Manali for two days 
of partying, courtesy Dinesh Sud.  DM went the extra mile 
pulling out all stops and hosting us at his resort – The 
AnantMaya.  Then on to Simla and Bishop Cotton School, 
where the Headmaster, the School Staff, the Boys and 
Support Staff went out of the way to give us three days of 
sheer pleasure. 

There was a special Chapel Service, which had most of us 
with a lump in the throat and holding back our tears, 
followed by a 'cricket' (in a manner of speaking) match 
between the staff and a bunch of lumbering and out of 
condition OCs making feeble attempts to run and bend 
down to retrieve the ball (a tennis ball I may add).  The 
cherry on the pie the next day was the tennis match between 
a '69's pair and two school boys which, most surprisingly, 
was won by Jasbir Sadhana and Himmat Kahlon.  A lunch 
spread in the dining hall, the like of which I'd never seen in 
my 11 years at school, followed by 2 dinners over two 
evenings, one hosted by Mr Robinson in the HM's lodge and 
the other by the class of '69 at Cecil, ensured that not only 
were we well fed, but were also nicely pickled.

I would be remiss if I did not add my personal two bits, 
which left me mentally thanking my parents for seeing me 
through 11 years in BCS to end up as a 'Cottonian' in the true 
sense of the word.  That feeling for me was de�ined and 
reiterated by the very poignant Chapel Service, when sitting 
in the rear pew in the Chapel, I watched the choir walking 
out singing the recessional hymn.  I for one am not ashamed 
to say that I had tears streaming down my face looking at 
young 10-16 year olds, wearing cassocks, holding up their 
hymn books with their heads held up proudly walking out 
the venerated hall.  What hit me between the eyes was that 
about 20% of those kids also had on blue turbans.  To me, 
that one moment is what de�ines the 'Cottonian'.  A young 
boy entering the portals of Bishop Cotton, maturing into 
becoming a good human being all the while developing a 
bond 'as close as ivy grows' and �inally stepping out into the 
world totally unaffected by any 'narrow domestic walls' and 
far removed from bigotry of any sort.

Could one say it any better that what George Lynch Cotton 
left us with 'Overcome	Evil	With	Good.'

Gurrinder Khanna 
Rivaz House 

On behalf of the Batch of 1969

1969	get-together	in	2017	at	Shimla.	This	is	how	the	1969	batch	looks	
like	after	a	marathon	48	years	(and	tears)!!	

Standing:	Arun	Bhalaik,	Satish	Singha,	Dinesh	M.	Sud,	Paramjit	S.	Nat,	
Himmat	 S.Khalon,	 Ravi	 Thomas,	 Rajat	 Mukerji,	 Jasbir	 S.	 Sadhana,	
Gurinder	 S.	 Khanna,	 Bikram	 S.	 Sirsa,	 Harsimran	 S.	 Sarron,	 Ajay	
Sawhney,	 Parveen	 Sachdeva,	 Anil	 Mahajan,	 Manjit	 Singh	 Sehmbey,	
Ravinder	S.	Mehta,	Robin	S.	Nakai	

Sitting:	DM's	 Sister	 (Neena	 Sood),	DM's	Wife	 (Meenakshi	 Sud),	 Ishita	
Kahlon,	Mrs.	Mukerji,	Kitty	Khanna,	Mr.	Nat,	Sangeeta	Sawhney,	Sareena	
Sachdeva,	Mrs.	Sehmbey,	Kamini	Mehta.
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25 Years and Counting
Silver Jubilee Celebration of the Batch of 1994

Posing	before	the	party	at	the	East	Bourne	Resort	and	Spa

I always preferred 'School Punishments' over 'Chapel 
Reading'. A 45-60 minutes of short and sweet affair vis-
a-vis days of misery looking at your name on the list. 
Chapel Reading has always given me butter�lies in my 
stomach and needless to say, each one of us has 
experienced it at least once during our school days. 

This time around, it was different or maybe I thought 
so. My batch mates had bestowed upon me the honour 
of representing our batch during the 'Special Chapel 
Service' and that meant addressing the entire School 
including staff and guests in the School Chapel. Since 
school punishment was not a valid option anymore, 
perforce, I had to choose the other option. So, that's 
how my 'Silver Jubilee Celebrations' started even 
before arriving for the event.

The Banquet at the East Bourne Resort and Spamarked 
the beginning of our Silver Jubilee celebrations. It also 
marked the beginning of the culmination of a process 
that had started almost 4 years back. Anupam Thapa 
had shared his thoughts on Silver Jubilee celebrations, 
thus starting a chain reaction that gathered 
momentum as the event drew closer. A rough sketch 
with timelines was decided. With ideas, suggestions, 
plan etc. thrown in by all of us, the �inal plan was 
worked out and the ball was set rolling. 

Manish Bragta and Anup Thakur pulled a couple of 
strings to book the East Bourne Resort and Spa as the 
heavenly abode for us 'Rogues'. A place we all fondly 
remember as 'The Dog House'. Saurabh Goyal and 
Himanshu Lihantu were tasked to take care of the 
administrative issues, while Vivek Sood and Vikram 
Rathoretook care of the logistics. I'd like to go on record 
as saying that these guys played a pivotal role in the 

success of our Silver Jubilee Celebrations. They did all 
the spade work wherein, we just walked in our 
tuxedoes as guests.

The Headmaster and the staff were the special invitees 
for the Banquet. It was a night of celebrations, catching 
up, singing, dancing and merrymaking. A felicitation 
ceremony was organised, wherein the Headmaster and 
the staff addressed the gathering. They were honoured 
with Kulu shawls and traditional caps, kind courtesy 
Ashish Shashni and Adesh Katyayan. Pratyush Deva 
presented a beautiful wall hanging with the School 
Badgeon it to the Headmaster. As the guests left after 
dinner, the celebrations soared and we moved a notch 
closer to attain nirvana. Had the Special Chapel Service 
not been scheduled for the following morning, I am 
sure we would have partied till the cows came home. 

The	Batch	of	1994

The Special Chapel Service was followed by a High Tea 
in the Main Dining Hall. The entire staff was there to 
welcome us. The Batch of 1969 was also present for 
their Golden Jubilee celebrations. A hot cup of coffee 
and a nice spread of eats were a life saver, especially 
after a long night of partying hard. By now, the dining 
hall was buzzing with conversations, giggles and 
laughs. Each one of us was making the best of whatever 
time we had. Pictures were being clicked, sel�ies and 
video clips were being taken to immortalise the 
moments. The whole atmosphere was electrifying. 
Next up was a football match between our batch and 
the School team. Our evergreen stars Ashish Shashni, 
Jatin Chadha, Dr Aditya Baloriavand Manish Bragta 
were in the 'attack mode'. And surprisingly enough, it 
seems that they haven't aged a day since school. 
Physically �it, no jiggly fat, quick re�lexes, agile, no 
change, nothing (I don't believe in vampires, but you 
never know!). Ajay Krishan Sharma held the back line 
as he always did along with Shyam Sunder Kalia and 
Anmol Singh,while Sunish Bajaj, Manu Chawla, 
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Himanshu Lihantu, and Saurabh Goyal managed the 
mid �ield. 

The match started with much excitement. The whole 
school and staff members were present to witness the 
game. It was a treat to see the past and the present 
sharing the �ield. The youngsters made us run for our 
money and converted brilliant moves in to goals. But 
not before Suman Chauhan, the keeper saved a couple 
and surprised us all.Yet, this was not enough and all in 
all, it was well	fought	red, blue	is	the	winner or let me 
put it this way, we were magnanimous enough to let it 
go. However, I am thankful that there were no further 
matches scheduled, else we would have run out of our 
magnanimity. The spirits were sky high, after all we 
were the 'runner ups', so what if there were only two 
teams. To celebrate this, Manish Bragta invited us all to 
his residence for evening tea and snacks. Thanks to Mrs 
Sonia Bragta, she was kind enough to host all the 
Rouges and contrary to our anticipation, none of us was 
thrown out. As we retired to our den, the celebrations 
continued. 

One of the agenda points on everybody's list was to 
meet Capt Gurdev Singh. A true soldier, a guru, a friend 
and a family man with un�linching courage, utmost 
dedication and loyal to the core. It was an honour to 
meet him after all these years. Despite his age and 
health issues, he looked poised and composed. One 
could clearly see the sparkle in his eyes. The news of his 
passing on, later in the year, to the great beyond was 
deeply saddening. He will always be remembered for 
his hard work, guidance and instilling in us
the importance of discipline, team work and 
sportsmanship. I am sure by now PT and games would 
have become a daily affair in the heavens above. 

 

With	Capt	Gurdev	Singh

The following day, we mustered once again at the Gym 
to inaugurate the Junior and Senior School Art and 
Craft Exhibition. The amount of hard work and effort 
put in by the staff and students is worth a mention. 
Kudos to all for such high standards of creativity at 

display. Post lunch we took a trip to the Mall just to 
reminisce the good old times. The trip would have been 
incomplete had we not offered our obeisance at 
St Bede's College on the way. The celebrations reached 
its crescendo with the dinner at the Headmaster's 
lodge. It gave us another opportunity to interact with 
the staff, Batch of 1969 and Upper Sixth over a lavish 
spread. The guided tour of the Headmaster's Lodge was 
a bonus. As the day's proceedings reached its apex, the 
Headmaster addressed us all and honored us with 
mementoes. The school song was sung with much 
gusto and we called it a day on a high note. 

The next morning, we woke up to a cloudy day. We had 
planned to attend the School Fete and �inally bid 
farewell to one and all. However, the rain Gods in all 
their glory let loose and it poured like cats and dogs. 
After waiting for hours, the plan was called off and it 
was time to say goodbye. 

As the curtains were drawn on this big event, we bid 
farewell to each other with heavy hearts and made 
plans to meet again in the near future. The Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations gave the opportunity of meeting each 
other and relive our memories. We remembered our 
batch mates who have moved on to the kingdom of 
heaven. I hadn't met many of my batch mates after I 
graduated from school and I am sure it's likewise for 
others. However, meeting them after this long has 
brought back many bittersweet memories. One could 
still see glimpses of mischief in Sunish Bajaj and Amit 
Chhabra. They were known pranksters and given half a 
chance, would make things disappear. Jaspreet Singh 
Sokhiand Hemis Negi still maintain a polite demeanour. 
Manu Chawla has maintained his glow. Upkaran Gupta 
likes to �ly off on a tangent. One has to be on his 
frequency to communicate. Subodh Das and Anmol 
Singh, the Kanchas from Nepal are as humble and polite 
as ever. Shyam Sunder Kalia hasn't lost his touch when 
it comes to being a charmer. Our Laurel and Hardy, 
Anshuman Carol and Ankush Sood reassure you with 
their warm and welcoming smile that all is well. Rahul 
Gupta, the King maintains his legacy of being a well-
read individual. His prized collection is remembered 
till date. Pratyush Deva is his sophisticated self. Anand 
Kashyap is subtle in his approach while Shubham 
Anand is �lamboyant. Atul Singhal, simple and 
approachable. None of them has changed. Experienced, 
con�ident, better dressed, matured (hmm…in certain 
cases), but basically the same person. Thank you all for 
pressing the refresh button. Hope to see you soon.

'Over	Come	Evil	with	Good'          

Maninder Deep Singh
Lieutenant Colonel

Curzon House – 1994
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Musical Dichotomy

An Impression of 

the Ontology of Music

By Reuben T John

Faculty Dept. of Music and Choirmaster

A key to understanding any phenomenon is to 

comprehend the nature of its existence. This quest for 

comprehension over existential considerations itself 

makes a human what he is. A number of tasks that a 

human being accomplishes (or not) de�ines him as a 

human and an individual. A human maybe de�ined in 

their physical, mental, emotional or even cultural state 

and this is possible only due to this innate question 

encompassing the meaning of life. Semantics therefore 

is the natural canon of all the human constructs.  

Eastern	stringed	instruments

Music then, is also subject to such semantic discussion 

where likes and dislikes are dictated by its ontology. 

The nature of music is directly akin to sound itself. 

What makes music different though its structure is 

similar to a language.

The linguistic phonology and 

syntax is subject to their 

cultures and society. In like 

manner musical phonology 

and syntax is also subject to 

the cultures they arise from. 

The western phonology and 

syntax for music is a product 

of a search for a universal 

musical language. The 12- 

tone equal tempered system 

of western music was �irst 

practically advocated by Vincenzo Galilei (father of 

Galileo Galilei) and though this has been a unifying 

international tuning system throughout the world it 

de�initely is not the only practical one. The Indian, 

Arabic and Byzantine are few of the tuning systems, 

which are far more complex as far as melodic pitch 

information is concerned. The only reason the 12- tone 

equal tempered system has a more universal appeal is 

due to its convenient �it for the existing keyboard 

design and total harmonic freedom with the burden of 

moderate impurity in every interval, particularly 

imperfect consonances. This allows greater expression 

through enharmonic modulation. The fact that the 12- 

tone equal tempered system incorporates the natural 

harmonic overtone series more comprehensively and 

that helps in its claim to universality.

This quest for the universality of a musical language 

has come at the cost of depreciation of individuality 

within various cultures. The nuance of expression 

within music of each culture is semantically different in 

essence and therefore encourages diversity and 

plurality. The subjectivity of like and dislike keeping 

this in mind is aesthetically narrowing down to the 

western aesthetic. This being said due to the global 

reach of music, a contrary movement towards 

safeguarding the elements of music from varied 

cultures is also on the rise. Musicians around the world 

have taken elements from multiple traditions to 

capture nuances of expression to create new semantics 

that is viable for the modern global society. This 

practice is not new as Mozart and Beethoven have been 

known to have used in�luence from Turkish heritage. 

Erick Satie was in�luenced by music of the Near East. 

Mahler's Symphonies were heavily in�luenced by 

Klezmer Jewish music. The African Rhythms are a vital 

element within Blues and Jazz. At present, music of 

Jacob Collier, Corey Henry and the likes adopt eastern 

rhythms and micro-tonality very effectively. 

Jacob	Collier	on	the	piano

Eventually the growth of music is in its ability to adapt 

within de�ined forms with expression as its purpose. 

Like the universe, music thus needs to implode and 

explode at the same time.
Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart
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The Future of 
Education

By Alvia Zaidi
Faculty Dept. of Geography 

A baby born today will be thirty plus in 2050. What 
should we teach him to help him survive and �lourish in 

st
the 21 century?

Unfortunately, we don't know what the world will look 
like in 2050. We humans could never predict the future 
with absolute accuracy. But today it is more dif�icult 
than ever before because of the rapidity with which 
technological changes are taking place. A thousand 
years ago people were convinced that the basic 
features of the society were not going to change. So, 
people learnt to farm, weave, read classics and to �ight. 
As these were the skills needed then.

This is because from times immemorial life was divided 
into two complementary parts – a period of learning 
followed by a period of working. In the �irst part one 
accumulated information,  developed ski l ls , 
constructed a world view and built a stable life. Our 
system of education was built to suit these needs and 
teaching styles evolved accordingly.

But thanks to the unprecedented revolution in bio-
technology and information technology, much of what 
our children are learning today may become irrelevant 
soon.

At present most of our schools focus on cramming 
information. This is because so far, information and its 
sources were scarce and often controlled. So, we 
continued to teach our children to read, write, impart 
basic facts about geography, history and biology. 
Besides information, most schools focus too much on 
providing pupils with a set of predetermined skills 
such as solving equations, writing computer codes, 
identifying chemicals in a test tube and learning 
languages.

st
In contrast in the 21  century we are �looded by 
enormous information and almost no censorship on its 
�low. Sitting in a little town one could spend a lifetime 
with a smartphone reading Wikipedia, watching TED 
Talks and taking free online courses.

In such a world, the last thing a teacher needs to give 
his/her pupils is more information. They already have 
far too much of it. Instead people need the ability to 
make sense out of the ocean of information and tell the 
difference between what is important and what is not. 
Teachers must be allowed to encourage the pupils to 
'think for themselves.'

Pupils must be encouraged to enliven their quest for 
knowledge rather that feeding them plain information, 
thus making the process of learning a joy and not a 
burden. Too much emphasis on examining their 
knowledge based on testing the quantity of 
information they possess is also not likely to help the 
generation of tomorrow. We need to review this too.

The world is changing and very rapidly. Our pupils 
must learn how to cope with this change. To survive in 
this world and the world of tomorrow they will need a 
lot of �lexibility and great reserve of emotional balance. 
They will have to repeatedly let go of what they know 
very well and feel at home with the unknown.

These things are far more dif�icult than teaching them 
an equation in physics or the causes of the First World 
War. Most teachers themselves usually lack the mental 

st
�lexibility that the 21 century demands, for they 
themselves are products of the old educational system.

Unfortunately, we are yet to create a viable alternative 
in our country. But we surely need to overhaul or 
perhaps initiate a complete rethink on the way we 
teach and examine our students. Too much emphasis 
on scoring high marks is not likely to add value to them. 
Instead we need something completely different.

The process also needs to include the re-training of 
teachers, to impart them with new skills, change the 
teaching methodology and the curriculum. At the same 
time future teachers must be constantly aware of the 
changing world, specially technology. This is indeed a 
big challenge but if we have to make our system of 
education meaningful, we need to evolve constantly.
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Education in 
the Digital Age
By Dinesh Thakur
HOD Geography

Unleashing of the computer chip, the internet with its 
instant global reach over the World Wide Web has 
revolutionised our lives. Onset of the digital age has also 
reshaped traditional educational systems and presented 
new teaching tools and methods. Innovative information 
and communicative technologies has made much of the 
developed world dependent upon it for running their 
everyday lives and with more and more �ingers punching 
into gadgets, instantly logging into the expanding internet 
ocean in the developing world, the digital age is fast 
overtaking the entire human race.

Where concepts like 
Arti�icial Intelligence 
are being heard more 
frequently, educators 
face a challenge about 
adapting to the new 
digital environment. 
Attaining the right 
e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e 
critical edge behind 

innovation and opportunity is being transformed in ways 
never seen before. Collective knowledge patiently gained 
over millennia of hit and trial methods by different 
societies around the globe is being pooled together in a 
transparent manner with near-perfect translation 
technologies, sometimes shattering older theories and at 
others adding to them. By overcoming the language 
barriers has also allowed us to have more diversi�ied 
interactions.

Au d i o - v i s u a l  a i d s  t o 
promote understanding 
of diversi�ied subjects and 
v i r t u a l  c l a s s r o o m s 
connecting thousands of 
students on one platform 
has made education a 
more �lexible experience, 
which can be customised 
to a student's learning 
style and pace. The need 

for rote memorisation is being continuously challenged 
by digital platforms, but to stay ahead of the machines, the 
ability of the human brain to solve problems, innovate, 
think and remain steadfast in logic still needs some 
maturing to be grounded in the oral tradition of teaching 
methods.

To illustrate the case, when calculators �irst appeared on 
the scene, it was argued that learning tables or the ability 
to add and subtract small numbers orally was not needed 

anymore because now a 
handy machine could do it 
easily for you. The argument 
advanced was that mindlessly 
learning by heart was a brute 
method that the student need 
not pursue any longer as a 
l e a r n i n g  p ro c e s s .  W h e n 
e x p e r i m e n t e d  i n  s o m e 
American schools, after some 
years it was noticed that 

instead of assisting the children, they had actually lost the 
ability to even make simple calculations of over the 
counter money transactions without using a calculator. 
Importance of oral mathematics was soon realized and 
use of calculators in classrooms was curtailed. 

Too much dependence 
upon digital tools may 
p r o v e  c o u n t e r -
productive if the daily 
interaction of a teacher 
overseeing a student's 
progress in class is 
replaced by a virtual 
classroom, where the 
lesson to be taught is 

being imparted by a teacher sitting in remote location. 
The digital age may progress to promote critical thinking 
and problem solving skills, but the importance of physical 
schools for children to socialize and be guided by teachers 
cannot be done away easily.

However, one cannot deny the importance of educational 
tools like the YouTube channel of Khan Academy that is 
run by a non-pro�it organization.  With a viewership of 
hundreds of millions, educators globally are increasingly 
relying on its educative videos to assist them in imparting 
their lessons.

For poor countries and remote locations, where 
establishing and running physical schools with trained 
staff are a real challenge, connectivity and virtual 
classrooms hold a new promise. Blackboards, chalk, 
textbooks, ink pens and physical libraries are slowly 
becoming a thing of the past. Teaching and learning is fast 
leaping beyond reading from a book and understanding, 
to students instead being able to better visualise and 
understand the concepts involved. And digital 
curriculums are fast becoming an important aspect of 
study and educational needs. Using Google for a research 
project, or learning about different viewpoints on a topic 
of study is no longer a luxury but has become a norm. 
Change is the only constant that the poet Alfred Lord 
Tennyson beautifully captured in the lines...

'The	old	order	changeth	yielding	place	to	new,

And	God	ful�ills	Himself	in	many	ways,

Lest	one	good	custom	should	corrupt	the	world.'
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Humanity Thrives Above 
Narrow Nationalism or 
Vice Versa

An Observation

By Raghav Khurana
XC, Ibbetson House

s t
The 21  century helps us witness wonders of 
technological development. Today, the world is 
narrowed down to the click of a button and for the �irst 
time in known history, we have begun to clear the slate 
of human agenda. Now, we have slated off hunger, 
poverty and plague to a great extent. But, if we look 
back and take a moment to consider then it is a long 
way to trace back. One of the most in�luential thoughts 
on this progressis that of Yuval Noah Harrari. We 
human beings, provided with every same opportunity 
to evolve like other living beings, stand on the top of the 
food chain, the reason for that being our ability to have 
a �lexible system of co-ordination that can change and 
adapt in accordance with the contextual need. Thus, 
from being cavemen giving birth to our consciousness 
�irst developed a language, then a written word and 
thus societal evolution began. This is how we have 
transformed from savages to the modern man through 
the exchange of ideas. Today, everything in our world is 
a result of our imagination. All the units, metric system, 
laws of science, ethics and the concept of 'social 
acceptance', and everything we believe to be real, was 
born out of our minds including the concept of state 
and nationalism that de�ines one belonging to a state.

Nationalism in my opinion is a pre modern concept that 
over the eons have evolved and shaped history in 
various ways. Any river that �lows often carries along 
with it scum, and so does nationalism, which in its 
parochial state and understanding often 'narrows' 
down to a destructive concept that is detrimental to the 
healthy growth of any society. 

First of all let us understand why there is an addition of 
the word 'narrow' with nationalism. In order to 
understand that, one must truly understand what 
nationalism is. Nationalism, is often confused with 
patriotism, but it is a completely different aspect 
altogether. Patriotism means love and devotion to one's 
motherland. But, nationalism is not the love for your 
country; it is the notion of your nation's superiority 
over every other nation. If you are a nationalist, you are 
more likely to be envious of another country's progress 
rather than being content with what your own nation 
has already done. Thus, due to this fact people have the 

liberty to term nationalism as narrow. Yet, if we take a 
moment to consider this, all of our divisions, 
separations, caste, various religions, domestic 
boundaries, international boundaries, all of them have 
one thing in common – we ourselves have given birth to 
such differences, these are all a by-product of an 
algorithm in our mind perfected by the Darwinian 
world. Thus, the ultimate question arises – why do 
people kill in the name of such imaginary boundaries? 
Why do people readily devote their lives for a cause that 
is so tri�le? Why is it that humanity has seemed to be 
deeply infatuated with the concept of narrow 
nationalism? 

The answer, if you think about it, is quite simple 
actually – individualism. Think about this, we homo 
sapiens are amongst the very few (probably the only 
one) who have the idea or the realisation of their 
individual existence. Unlike other beings, everything 
we do, does not spring forth from the need for survival. 
We are aware of our identity and it is the most integral 
part of our existence on this little piece of rock amidst 
the in�inite universe. This is what drives us to live our 
life, because without an identity, a person is no one. 
This idea has grown to such an extent that humanity 
also tries to project this sense of our own identity at 
everything we own. Thus, this idea of nationalism is 
what makes a major part of our identity. 

I realise that I am an Indian and the society ensures that 
I am proud of this fact. Thus, it provides a base or an 
incentive or acts as a fuel, which drives us to make 
several actions possible. For example, this feeling of 
nationalism is what fueled the soldier's desires in every 
war, to charge onto the front and readily give or take a 
life for his own nation. This is the same idea or feeling 
which fuels an Olympic athlete to excel and bring pride 
to his own country and this is the feeling that sparked 
the �ire for the space age, when amidst the Cold War, 
Russia launched the very �irst satellite in space. 

Hence, on a whole we see what affect this supposedly 
'narrow nationalism', has on our species. Slowly as we 
untie the knots of evolution and look what's 
underneath, we understand how imaginative concepts 
like this have served as an amazing catalyst into making 
us what we are today. If we connect the dots we 
understand that things like nationalism are absolutely 
irrelevant but also an undisputable part of our species. 
Such is the condition of our species and this is what 
makes us exquisite. Hence, after all this we can safely 
establish the fact that 'Humanity thrives above narrow 
nationalism'.
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The Enigma of Sirpur, 
Chattishgarh
A Ride to a Place 
Forgotten by Time 

By Sabya Sachi Ghosh
Middle School Coordinator

During the winter vacations I rode out from BCS, 
Shimla on a �ine chilly morning towards Kanpur. From 
there I reached Banaras and took the southerly road 
via the ancient fort of Chunar to head towards the 
lonesome but beautiful Kaimur Hills. After two days of 
riding over the Kaimur and Amarkantak Range and 
through many forests, in the state of Madhya Pradesh I 
reached the state of Chattishgarh. My destinations for 
this particular ride were all the ancient sites of 
Chattishgarh and Odisha. Over the course of four days I 
visited most sites of the former mentioned state. To be 
honest every ancient site has its own charm and story 
to tell but during the course of this journey the lost city 
of Sirpur mesmerised me the most. Situated in the 
middle of a forest this rediscovered city dating back to 
1500 years ago, is so far the most enigmatic place I 
have been to. 

Riding	through	the	forests	of	the	Kaimur	Hills

The history of Sirpur can be dated to the era of the 
Dakshin Kosala kings at around the later stage of the 
Gupta Empire (500 ce). Epigraphic records state that it 
was the capital of the Sharbhapuriya Dynasty and later 
the Panduvansi Dynasty. This city is a continuously 
living place, albeit in a much diminished state, having 
dwindled from a centre of power and commerce to a 
hamlet serviced by a barren river (the Mahanadi) and 
an unforgiving forest.

Atop	the	Amarkantak	Range,	Madhya	Pradesh

The name Sirpur is derived from Sreepura, which 
means the city of Goddess Lakshmi. In its heydays this 
settlement was vast and was a very important trading 
place. Located on the banks of the Mahanadi in the 
present Mahasamund district of Chattishgarh, Sirpur 
saw traders coming from far off places via river and 
land routes. Remains of a dock on the banks of the 
Mahanadi talk about merchandise coming in from 
across the Bay of Bengal. A seal belonging to a Persian 
trader found in Sirpur testi�ies to this fact that 
Arab/Persian merchants came here via the land route 
after docking at the ancient port of Bharuch at the 
mouth of the Narmada, on the Gujarat coast. The 
Mahanadi at present has turned into a vast stretch of 
shallow waters due to the Hirakud Dam in its upper 
reaches. 1500 years ago this river was navigable from 
the sea and connected important cities in the 
hinterland of Kalinga (Odisha) to the rest of the known 
world. 

As I said Sirpur is an enigmatic place. Even extra-
terrestrial conspiracy theorists like Giorgio Tsoukolos, 
from the TV series Ancient Aliens have paid a visit to it. 
He had come to investigate and document a very 
strange sculpture of a tiny face of an alien, which looks 
like 'the grays' of popular imagination. This strange 
artifact was excavated by the then superintending 
archaeologist Dr A K Sharma, while unearthing the 
remains of this jungle devoured metropolis in 2006. In 
fact, ancient Sirpur has not yet been completely 
excavated. However all those structures that have been 
unearthed are suf�icient enough to qualify this 
forgotten place, a place among world heritage sites. 
This article elaborates on the monuments that one can 
see in this extremely lesser known wonderland, set in 
the middle of a jungle in Chattishgarh. 

Atop	the	Enigmatic	Surang	Tilla,	Sirpur,	Chattishgarh

The most intriguing building excavated here is the 
Surang Tila. It is a set of small shrines set upon a high 
raised platform. The shrines were dedicated to 
different deities. The original name of this structure is 
unknown. Surang Tila is a given name by the villagers. 
Before being fully excavated this was a tall mound 
(tilla) which had many tunnels (surang) dug in its sides 
to extract stones for construction purposes by the 

-112-



residents of the village. It was excavated in 2006-7. An 
inscription found there stated it to be an operational 
temple complex during the reign of Mahashiva Gupta 

th th
Balarjuna in the 6 -7  century. Made up of limestones 
quarried from a far off site by the Mahanadi this 
structure is 30 ft tall and from it one can get a glimpse of 
the river. This ziggurat like structure gives us the clue to 
the cause of Sirpur's downfall. Here one can witness the 
cause of its sudden demise; Earthquake. The mangled 
stairs that lead to the top are telltale signs of a 
catastrophic tremor. The hind portion of the building 
too is slightly tilted towards the outward side. While 
the rest of the structures of Sirpur except the Lakshman 
Temple were levelled by a devastating earthquake 
some 8-9 hundred years ago, this temple complex 
retained its structural integrity due to some ingenious 
engineering designs built inside the superstructure. 
One can see the now closed openings of narrow shafts 
in front of each shrine, of about 80ft in depth, 
constructed to act as shock absorbers, in an event of a 
quake. Alien conspiracy theorists speculate this sort of 
technology to be passed down to humans from aliens. 
Also the discovery of a strangely sculpted face as 
mentioned above, the size of a large marble that looks 
like 'the Grays' add credence to this wild speculation. 

The	Enigmatic	Surang	Tilla	with	its	stairs	bent	in	a	
strange	manner	due	to	an	earthquake,	Sirpur,	
Chattishgarh

In 1882 Alexander Cunningham after visiting Sirpur 
village excavated the Lakshman Temple. Thereafter 
excavations stopped till it was resumed in 1953 and 
continued on in phases till 2002. There are a lot many 
mounds at Sirpur that are yet to be excavated. Being a 
cosmopolitan city then, people professing different 
faiths resided here. This is attested to by the 
discoveries of Buddhist, Jain and Hindu places of 
worship, co-existing side by side. 

The most intact structure of Sirpur is its mid-sized but 
exquisitely beautiful terracotta shrine called the 

Lakshman Temple, which had attracted the attention of 
Alexander Cunningham. The architectural style of the 
Lakshman Temple is very similar to Gupta Era 
terracotta structures like the Bhitargaon temple and 
Nibhia Khera temple (both in the Kanpur Dehat Dist., 
UP) and the Indralath Brick Temple of Ranipur Jharial, 
Bolangir Dist., Odisha. The terracotta temple of Sirpur 
has been dated to 625-650 ce from an inscription found 
there that also mentions the patron's name as one 
Queen Vasata, daughter of Mukhari King Suryavarman 
of Magadh (present Bihar and Jharkhand state). She 
was the widowed mother of King Mahashiva Gupta 
Balajurna, the ruling monarch of Sirpur (595-655 ce) of 
the Panduvamshi Dynasty. This fantastic brick built 
temple is the earliest dated structure of this place. 

The	Lakshman	Temple,	Sirpur,	Chattishgarh

The temple's name erroneously suggests this shrine to 
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be dedicated to Lakshman, the brother of Rama. This 
gaffe is the result of a Balarama sculpture placed inside 
the sanctum sanctorum, while it was being excavated 
by Cunningham. The temple however is dedicated to 
Vishnu. Outside the present boundary of this site is a 
smaller brick built ruined temple, which the locals call 
Rama temple, which once again is a Vishnu shrine.

The	Teevardeo	Monastery,	Sirpur,	Chattishgarh

Chinese Pilgrim Hueng Tsang had visited Sirpur 1300 
years ago on his way to Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu 
from Nalanda in Bihar. In his memoir Su Yu Ki: Buddhist 
Records of the Western World, he has mentioned the 
existence of Buddhist monasteries here, which after 
excavation has revealed wonderful sculptures. 
Excavated in the year 2003 this Buddhist monastery of 
Sirpur for the lack of any knowledge regarding its 
original name has been christened the Teevardeo 
Monastery. According to an inscription found during its 
excavation this monastery complex was built during 
the reign of King Teevardeo of the Panduvanshi 
Dynasty 1400 years ago. He was the grandfather of 
Mahashiva  Gupta  Balar juna ,  whose  mother 
constructed the famous brick temple dedicated to 
Vishnu, now known as the Lakshman Temple.

The	Baleswara	and	Udayaswara	Shiva	temple	complex,	
Sirpur,	Chattishgarh

The Baleswara and Udayaswara Shiva temple complex 

right in front of the Teevardeo Buddhist Monastery was 
unearthed in the year 2003-4 excavation. This site is 
dated to 600 ce. Like most sculptures of Sirpur here too 
the carvings are done on fossil stones quarried from 
the banks of the Mahanadi. Also here I came across slim 
pillars sculpted out of a different type of stone so rich in 
iron ore that it felt as if they were made up of iron slabs, 
moulded and shaped through the art of smelting.

Excavations have also unearthed a large market place, 
which is planned to perfection. This bazar is so far the 
largest ever unearthed in India, it is about 2 sq kms in 
size and yet to be completely exhumed from the earth. 
Excavations have also revealed the existence of 
hospitals and granaries. An arm bone here was found 
that had an iron rod inserted in it to set a broken hand. 

Somewhere	 in	 one	 of	 the	 many	 jungles	 enroute	
Chattishgarh

Sirpur is yet to be completely excavated. While we 
await the regeneration of its earlier glory let us visit 
this enigma and wonder at the abilities of its 
inhabitants by admiring the remains of their genius in 
the form of their art and engineering.
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Name Date of Date of Years  
 Joining Retirement spent   

MR R C ROBINSON 1/6/2004 31/12/2019 15.6  

MR IAN J BOYE 15/2/2010 31/8/2019 9.5  

MRS DOROTHY I ROBINSON 1/7/2004 31/12/2019 15.5 

MRS SUSHMA KAUL 1/6/1982 31/12/2019 37.6 

MR R S DHALIWAL 1/6/1993 31/12/2019 26.6 

MR SHYAM SINGH 1/8/1994 31/5/2019 24.8 

MR R J SINHA 1/6/1984 28/2/2020 35.8 

MR DINESH KUMAR 1/3/2001 30/9/2020 19.6 

MR VANLALCHHANDAMA 1/2/2009 31/12/2019 10.9 

FAREWELL TO RETIRING STAFF
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